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j\l>sifAdid not make tt^s discovery S)f tht 
prize awaiting tier acceptance till niearly it 
week subsequent to its having bea| eon- 
Bigned to its present resting place. H6r 
mornings^ during that time> had* been 
chiefly dedicated to drawing ;. and her eVen** 
ings I^ad been engrossed by a soccesskm of 
engagenients abroad* Lord jSnneardale^ Whot^ 
at first, felt some anxiety as to ^ei result of 
bis little stratagem, and waft particnkurly 
solicitous to know upon whom Adela!i 
luspicions would most strongly re$t^ had 
now nearly disinia^d the whole trans^ctioa 
irooi his mind* 9e Concluded,, that what* 
^▼er hfu} been it^ ^ko^^ jifae h^A nor d^e^fii 
\o mc^ntjii^n it in bis pre^nc!^^ iiaendy of potmie; 
it was far fr09i beii(g hi3 ! intention &mT t4 
piake tojt bkns^lf tb^ slightest allusion* 

VOL. IVt B 
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Without the slightest emotion^ therefore/ 
one evening that he and Mr^^Amiesle^r were 
m CumberWd Place^ he saw her; as soon 
as tea was over^ bring her work-box to the 
table at which her sister was sitting, and 
begin turning over its contents. 

Mr. Annesley, laughing atthe profoundly 
inlSiflerent air with which she seemed to 
make this review, approached her chair, 
and asked what interesting occup^ioh she 
wets going to engage in ? - > - - \ 

* ** The most iirteresting one,'* answered 
she^ ^^ which this box seems capable of 
ttflbrding me, is that of putting its contents 
ff^ better ord^r; If tny mind was in a stkte" 
of as much confusion, ^ my sister mfgKt 
ftpply/to me an expression whtefa^ during^ 
the^ London iseason; she sometimes applicij 
to tiiiii^lf-^i^e might' teU me, that inf^ 
thoughts we»e in 'a Utter ^ ^ ^ ^ 
' '^ I like the expressidti amazingly," cried 
Mr. Anneifcy— *^ five days <*ut of every 
sev^H^ wbicli- 1 spend in tewn^ it would de^ 
t/giiheitky own caste exactly. Yetf, I shouM 
Ife disponed to keep my brains in much 
betfef^^4cnider, eould I do it -without 4)eing 
rediced to absolute solitude. Jn this great 
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city^i you must ekher live in a wbirl^ : or 
stagnate in a dead calm, and resign yourself 
to being utterly forgotten. How few houses 
are open for friendly, and unceremonioua 
evening visits! — This is almost the only 
family where 1 can obtain admittance with- 
out a formal invitation : nearly every where 
else,^ I am either told that the ladies are 
dressing to go out — that they are actually 
gone out— or that they have an assembly 
that evening at their own residence. I then 
drive to a public place, or a club ; at the 
first I am /sickened by a repetition of the 
same dancing,, the same singing, or the 
same acting which 1 have already seen and 
heard twenty times helpre;«~or, at the 
sfcoad^ I am kept tip half tlie night iostng 
VBgf money at casrds, my q^ifita ^t^. IM» 
hfi^ra, or my patience at my own fi^)-^ 
What is a man to do, however^^ who is not 
very atudiously inclined, and never upent a 
saiitakiy evei^mg in his libraty sinc^ he had 
pne } . Lady Isabella would thtnk it ndier- 
tstraidrdiliaty^ wbm deckfd oet tor a par^y#^ 
to be invited toaiiai^ myr^remtetj* An4 
a ngular, set invitation, ^dBefM^faed^ 
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tfaree weekis or a month. b^pre bwcl^ wie 
can get no one to come near us.** 

" I am told.'' said Lord,Ennerdale, *^ that 
the grievance of which Annesley so justly 
Qomplainsy ia.alipoi^ peculiar to the^tate of 
socicfty in this country. Men who have 
beeii recently abroad, at Paris^ for instance^ 
aver that the evening parties there^ are held 
upoii so easy and amicable a footing, that 
every individual of any respectabihty, in 
additipn to the resource of public places^ 
has the freedom, of half a doze^ private> 
houses, where he is received as a friend^ 
^nd where he is Si^cure of meeting a dozen 
qr twpnt^ pleasant people, from whose looks^' 
«onvei;{fat)on, . and manners all restraint is 
banishes), sav<^ that which i? imposed by 
:^e. customary. n|k^ of good breeding, — , 
Before jxij^qigbt^ they separate, with the 
option of again assembling the succeeding 

evening." 

" For yotir sake, . Adela,** cried. Mr. So^ 
qfierviUo* ^^ I ha^ve sometimes ij^ished that 
your 9ii^r .lyieie; ndt so much restricted as 
§he js^^juat at present, from giving large 
^Ki^^ : but iiord Ennerdale baa drawn s» 
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agreeable a picture of more seteet society, 
that I dare say . you wHl henceforward ^ish 
for nothing so' much as an evening passed 
with a dozen ot twenty — or if we cannot 
make up the full number — half a dozen 
pleasant people^ chosenl from amongst e^ta* 
blished friends." 

^^ This compliment to my domestic 
taste," Aaid Adela^ •*' is -beitowed upon m^ 
rc^thetat sin tmlucky m(>in€rit, ^Hd^ if yotb 
were oficn wont, my dear- brother* to ve^ 
prove by implication, I could da no \t%h than 
think that such was your preisent intention r 
Till to-^night, I have livfedlh a crowd the 
whote wcfekl^-^-How promising a beginning 
for a votary of small, select parties !'* ' '. 

Her eye; during this ispeech, had rested 
trpon <Iie direction of the little packet whictt 
Lord Ennerdale had conveyed into her boxi 
and which now, without reflecting upon 
what it was likely to contain, she carelessly 
broke open, saying— 

" I totally forget when, and why, thii 
parcel was so mysteriously sealed up.* 

As she uttered these. words, the ring and 
broach fell upon her lap, and an air of asto- 
fiishment amounting almost to distrust o£- 

B 3 
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hef own eye-siglit^ took instant possession 
of her features. 

Lord Ennerdale^ nearly as much surprised 
by the tardiness of this discovery, as she 
was by the discovery itself, turned hastily 
away, and began silently pacing up and 
down the room. ^ 

* ** When did you buy these pi'etty trin- 
kets, Adela?** said Mrs. Somerville, taking 
them from the lap of her perplexed and 
moticmless sister — *^ You were in a marvel- 
lously extravagant humour to make two 
such purchase!^ at one time.'' 

^^ It is some unaccountable mistake!'* 
cried Adela, ^^ They are not mine, 1 assure 
you." » , 

• " Not by the vulgar process of c6mmon 
traffic, perhaps," said Mr. Annesley, con- 
templating with a smile the writing upon 
the envelope : ^^ but by gift, they indubit- 
ably are youre. Look at this direction ;-— 
can any thing be plainer, clearer, I wai 
going to say, fairer: — but fairness and dis- 
guise are terms which accord not \vetl to- 
gether."^ 

Lord Ennerdate most sincerely wished 
himself in the middle of the square. Yet, 
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to avoid the singularity of being the only 
one present who seemed uninterested in what 
was passing, he compelled himself again to 
approach the fa^ble. 

/ '' Disguise f" repeated Mrs. Somerville ; 
" Do you think, Mr. Annesley, that the 
writing is disguised r '* ' 

" Nothing can be more palpable. The 
fair Adela will, however, doubtless, in time, 
elucidate to her own satisfaction this mystc- 
riouspiece of gallantry. Meanwhile,^ I bc^ 
torcongratul^te her on the good titote of her 
invisible friend. I have seldom seen pret- 
tier brnainents.'* 

• '* No friend;* said Adela, a litHe proud- 
ly, " either visible or invisible, put of my 
own family, could design to make me such 
a present ; and from none, out of my own 
.^i^mily, Would I chuse to accept it." 
.' ^^. But how can you help yourself? ** de-^ 
manded Mr. Somerville— ^^ Here are the 
trinkets; they are diiected to you, and to 
no one else ; they are in your cu«itody — ^iti 
your bands ; you know not wbeaee they are 
sent ; ^~ then, how are you to get rid of 
them?** - 

^ ^^ I know the shop where they musthav# 

B 4 
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%eeii bought^'' answered Adela^ hatitily ; ^aiul 
to-morrow, I sha:Il entreat my sister to go 
thitiier with xne, and get the whole matter 
explained/* 

^ Dd you thint, Gnnertlale/ said Mr, 
Annesley^ with iroiiical.gjcavity, "rtiatthe 
method which Miss CleVeUnd purposes to 
pursue^ . is^ likely to eflect J| discovery ? T ' 

*^ It seems promising^" aju^wered Loid 
JSnnerdale^ iii a voice ^cHaewhat less steady 
than usual^ and secretly provoked at the 
sigaificapee with which thfe question bad 
been a;ke4* - ' 

Adela was struck by the* tone in which 
this brief reply was uttifed. She raised her 
^y€^, and». for a moment fixed, them on thd 
^arVs face. An instantanjeous persuasion of 
the truth flashed upon her mind. He ven« 
tured not^ (conscious tha# she was regarding 
hiia^^ to direct a glance towards her ; but the 
expfession of his filatures, the- heightened 
Qol<^r in his cheeks^ the downcast, and 
somewhat disconcerted air with which he 
affected to be surveying the feigned hand- 
writing, — all these w^re indications whidi^ 
to his transient, but ^penetrating observer, 
ipiparted full and perfected convictioiii. She 
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dropped -her eyes in sitent confasioa; air 
bright biush 3tole across her face, and taking 
lip the trinkets, she replaced them in the 
repository whence they had been' drawn,— ^ 
and tbtdlly desisted from all farther animad- 
version upon the subject. 

Lord. Ennerdale' was p^rpleiced how toi 
interpret this cotlduct^ He sometimes flat-; 
tered himself that he had been guessed, and 
£»\ntly indulged a hope that the ofiering: 
Which he deemed so humble, was unresent-- 
iogly accepted. Her pride of heart, and 
the complete impartiality with which she* 
had ever treated him^ speedily, however^ 
dispelled these gratifying ideas, and substi-t 
tuted in their plaoe his wonted insecurity 
and diffidence. i. 

Mrs. Somerville, percchring that her sister 
was averse from saying, at the present mo- 
ment, any thing further of the ornaments^ 
started other sisliLJects of conversation, and 
assisted in supporting them with such spirit 
and pleasantry, tbat^the remainder of the 
time' they spent together, was rendered de- 
lightful to all parties. 

When the two sisters retired for the? 
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night, Mrs. Somerville enquired hcfyt it 
happened that Adela should kndw the ^op 
where the anonymous gift had probably been 
purchased ? 

" I recollected tile ring,'* replied Adela> 
'^ the moment I isaw it. Whilst I was at 
Lady Isabella's, I fancied myself, for a few 
minutes, its legal possessor." 

She then gave a clear account of the whole 
al&ir; and in excuse for not having men- 
tioned it sooner, added*~ 

" I was unwilling, without necessity, to 
speak of Alicia's thoughtlessness in regard tp 
the seal and bracelets;. The surprise, and 
momentary chagrin with which I found them , 
charged to me, is over now, and I entreat 
that nothing may ever be said to her upon 
the subject*."— ' 

- Mrs. Somerville passed some very pointed ' 
Sitrictures upon the conduct, in thi^ affair, of 
her absent sister, and could with difficulty 
be induced to promise, that when they met, 
^ would observe such total forbearance as 
Adela solicited. Yet, in the end, she gave 
her word to remain silent 5 and it was then 
agreed, that they should drive together to 
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• Jack>on*8 in the morning, and endeavour to 
.obtain from him all the information wiiich 
^e could furnish* 

! The intelligence procured from this source, 
may be easily conjectured* The jeweller 
.disclaimed all knowledge of the broach : 
but the ring, he perfectly remeipbered hav«- 
ing sold to a lady,, an entire stranger to him, 
who . had paid for it at the moment of itp 
purchase, and who, having consulted him 
on the practicability of repairisig ai^ old- 
fashioned inlaid casket, and f^und him re» 
luctant to engage in the unppof&able enter- 
pri29e, had carried it away with her, and 
never appeared ip his shop since. 
. The unknown lady, and the old-^u^uocii(i' 
inlaid casket, puzzled the tw> liatefsex'^ 
tremely. . Mrs. Somerville declared tluit tlir 
business was involved in so much ob9<^tit/ 
that she could discern through it no n^ of 
light; whilst Adela kept her thoughts in 
her own bpsom — but, from that day forward, 
wore her qew decorations with a frequency 
and apparent preferei^ce. which she mani*^ 
fested for vo other ornaments in her pos^ 
session. 

A fortnight now elapsed, at the end of 
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wbidi, 9^1 pTeliininary arrangemetits feiemg 
adjusted,- and young -Osseiy K^tored to 8u£» 
ficieut health and strength to bear the jooiw 
.wsy^ it was determined, that his father should 
himself convey him to thetraiMpiil and well^ 
chosen abode which Mrs. Somerville ha<i 
jpsinted out* 

. Yet 'to l0ayef town atthis monletit, though 
'Lopd £nnerdale knew it to be a duty, waft 
fid trifling sacrifice. Adelh, he not only 
lioard from a hiindifed voices, but himself 
witnessed, was hourly becoming an olgect of 
greater attracticm to the wealthy and osten- 
bttoys Sif Ritri^k Harley.* Inert a^ that 
gentleman ili^Ually proved ^himself, . and dfe- 
£cieait in penetration, he yet possessed sa- 
nity sutfcient to be aware pf die advantage 
fae might derive from obtiaining admission 
Kt Mr. SomCTViHe's. They had long known 
each other, and had often met at General 
Cleveland's, but they never had- visited^ Sit 
PatricJc • epgaged -4 wciprocal friend, to in^ 
ainuat^ his: Wish lof being ujlron tierms of 
more* established intimacy. The unsuspi- 
cioi$ SomerviUe listened without ^repugnanc4 
to the hint ; be left a card at Sir Patrick's 
door ; Sir Patrick lost no time in returning 



TRiiltSl-OF MATURE. H 

• < • • • 

the visity And to (ietoient the-inciinent fKendi' 
ship, he invited Mr. Somerville to an epi- 
curean repart, • The invitation was acc^ed^j 
and a short time after, Mr. Somerville re-= 
paid the obligation, by arranging for th^ 
Baronet a ditmer-party at his own house. ' 

On the day that it took place, the mistres* 
of the mansion, tod' mtich indisposed to drf 
the hohours of her table, delegated the office 
to Mrs. Erington, her sistef, Aewly arrived 
on a visit to her from Wales. - Lady Isabella 
and Mr. Annesley were likiewise of this 
dinner: but 'Lord' Ennerdale pleaded a 
prior engagement. 

He knew, indeed, that it would be impos-^ 
sible, now the baronet had gained footing; 
at the house, to avoid frequently encounter- 
ing him. He could by no means brook^ 
however, being present at his first introduc-^ 
ti<Hi. 

The rich man's deVotion to the portionless* 
Miss Cleveland, wai* too much talked of in* 
the societies which they frequented, to leiavc^ 
tile Earl any doubt that Mr. ^Somerville 
received him ivith a consfciousnes^ of his' 
motives for seeking the intimacy: and he 
ftH hart^ and almost indignant at what^ 



14 TRAITS OF KATURE. 

appeared to him such an instaiice of tergt- 
yersation in oAe whom he had hith^^to be- 
lieved so firmly his friend. Hisd^Hcacjr^ 
his good taste, independent of his love^ re- 
voked from the odious idea of seeing Adela 
encouraged to listen to a man in all respecta, 
fuxt affluence^ so infinitely hev inferior. His 
own continual and open intercourse in tj^ 
^mily^ was beginning, by many of; the 
shrewdest observers, to be attributed to con* 
yenience and self-interest. , It was known 

■ * 

that Mrs. Somerville had admitted both his 

i ... 

children beneath her roof^^ and had infinitely 
contributed by her assiduity and kindness to 
|he recovery of Lord Ossely ; and it was now 
asserted, that the EarFs conduct towarda 
l^liss Cleveland was expressive of no move 
than the affection oi a partial and indalgept 
t^rother. 

His deep and heart-felt interest in what- 
ever related to her, was so quiet, and though 
unremitting, so devoid of glare and ohtni- 
aion, that its latent motive escaped the pub- 
lic eye. Her conduct was, in every parti- 
cular> so truly consonant to his ideas of 
correct propriety, that, for distrustful obser- 
vation when she was in society, he saw not 
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tiie remotest excuse. Grace^ modesty^ aiMl 
the most perfect exemption from coquetry/ 
marked her deportment wherever she appear- 
ed. Admiration neither disposed her to 
conceit, nor did impertinence or neglect 
depress her itito insignificance, Mjarried 
men, (amongst whotxi she more uiiiformty 
found partisans, than amongst bachelors- 
looking out, as she was supposed to be doing 
herself, for an advantageous establishment) 
she invariably treated, wben too assiduous^ 
with a sort of ironical politeness that baffled 
and disconcerted thefm. Consequential and 
saucy girls of fashion, ' she calmly diisdained ; 
wealthy blockheads, publicly avowing j;heir 
ambition to obtain a handsome wife, she 
fHgidly discouraged ; . and antiquated beaux, 
proud of being seen in the train of youth and ' 
beauty, she laughed at, or overlooked. A 
few, a very few of a superior class, who 
sought her for h6r Bpirit and conversation, 
with no views or undue gall&ntry, selfish- 
iiess, or vanity, j»he be)iaved to with the 
most friendly and distinguished compla- 
cency. 

Seeing her thus courteous to all real merit 

9 

Lord £nnerdale*s connections ^gan to do 
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%er the slight: justice of believitig, that she 
!l^ftd Qo design upon his heart — and he begaa 
very seriotisly to fear, that she had herself 
BO heart on which any design caM succeed*. 
The dust^.she trod on, he* was persuaded,. 
<j6u'ld n.6t be more' indiflferent tq^ her* than Sir 
Patrick's gold— ^neither could the lightest 
hreize thAt fenned her cheek, be more calmly- 
unheeded than had hitherto appeared to her 
his own attentions. HoW, and by whom* 
yould she at length he won ? Was Talbot 
Cleveland the happy object 'for whom sher 
reserved her tenderness? Or, marrying 
merely to please her family, woiUd she 
accept Sir Patrick, and rest content with the 
reciprocation of those afl^tions which her 
natural connection^ inspired? It was ira*-" 
possible ! A torpidity di heart so exquisi* 
tively insipid^ eould never be the ppHion of 
the generottS) animated and yQMitbfuJ Adelaf: 
^* Her hour," cried he^ -^^ may npt be yet: 
arrived^ But arrive it i7|?i^<^^ Andy oh 1 thafc^ 
it may, at la»t^ be n^ happy fate to efiS^t itf^ 
approach!'* 
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CHAP. II. 

i ■ . , 

COUNS£LLIKG* 

Xhe dinner visit of iSir Patrick Harley 
passed off with no peculiarity of incident 
to distinguish it ^ from other visits, or from 
dther dinners. • Mr. Annesley, it is true, on 
beholding fhe haronet admitted with so feW^ 
i^ecomm^ndations beyond those of a well* 
filled purse^ to an intimacy at Mn Sbmer-* 
ville's, relapsed into Vorldly suspicions of 
iJie family disinterestedness, atid half per- 
vaded himself, thai the ingoi was marked^ 
in case of a failure with Adela, as a prize for 
her widowed sister, the beautiful and brilltanf 
Mrs. Erlngton. But Mrs. Erington, ignoi 
rant of every thing relatiihg to him, except 
his name and his ugliness, turned from him 
with secret disgust, and directed all her 
Voluntary attention to the other guests who 
formed the Uttle party. 

^eing alone -with AdeTa the next morn-* 
ing, she abruptly asked her, why, and how 
long, that frightful old Baronet had been 
admitted to visit in the family ? — " There 
is prodigious bad taste/' she added> ^^^iii 
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expending money and time upon the en- 
tertainment of such dull guests^ iii^ a city 
abounding with ail that is gay, amusing^ 
and agreeable i and I wonder that Elinor 
and you permit Somerville to encounrge 
him.*'-— 

. " Yesterday,** replied Adela, " was Sir 
Patrick's first appearance here. I have ofteo 
^n him at my uncle's^ but unless yoi^ 
phuse to attract him by a few gracious^ 
smiles, he will probably never be a frequent 
vjsitor iti this house.*' , ' ]\r 

_ ^[ Oh, Heaven! The very sight of hiin; 
is enough to scare away smiles and gracea 
for an eternity ! He is absolut^y hideousi; 
and has so little expression of countenance^ 
^iich a total incapacity of saying or looking 
im agreeable thing, that it is quite impo^* 
^fible to forget his deformity." 
. '^ Hush, hush, Alicia — you will be very 
^orry to have held such irreverend language, 
when you hear how many thousand charms 
9ve centered' in his strongbox!-—! have 
^en assured^ that he is the richest; com- 
moner in England .'^ 

. ^^ Aks! How lamentable, that wealth 
should be so bestowed 1^ — But if he is single 
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he is "perhaps looking but for a helpmate. 
Da have him^ Adcla^ and let ^ me assist ybia 
to dispose' of a little of his BU|)erfluous 
cash.'* ' 

^* I would do any thing in reksoii to 
oblige you/* said Adela, laughing ; '^ but 
this, I fear, is a flight of friendship stib- 
iimer than I can sdar. Try andwiahiiA 
yourself, 'and don't be apprehensive of' my 
asking to ?hare his spoils ."^ r 

' '*; Oh, surely you need have no scruples 
on that subject, for , whoever ' consents to 
Inaany him, he must, in his secret ' heart, 
be a^ured, takes him only to make ducks 
and drakes'of his money. ' I should* dot *he^ 
sitate to' half ruin siich a creature, filpst, as 
^punishment for embittering to riie the 
possession of his fortune by tacking to it 
the incunibrance of his ugly person, arid 
next, for the pleasure of forcing him to fly 
from his creditors, and ridding tee of the 
sight of his odious visage. But exclusive 
of this ponderous gentleman, do confess^ 
that our party yesterday was insufierabl^ 
stupid* Mr. Annesley was the b^st of the 
set ; be "really has some vivacity and spirit i 
but his wife is a poor little yea-and-nay 
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«ort of body. She is pretty, and loots fa-' 
shionable, aqd comme il faut, and that is 
all that can be said of her. Pray, is she 
inclined to be jealous? She is exactly "the 
.lidrt of woman I should expect that ab- 
Burdrty from/^ 

^^ I never remarked in her the slightest 
tendency of the kind.'* 
' f ^ I am sorry For it. Had she been at all 
prone to that folly^ it might have infused a 
liCtle life and animation: into her^ to have 
6et on foot immediately a violerifc flirtation 
with hfer coro sposo. As it is, I will let 
him alone^ imd direct my ^hole attack 
fligainst her charming brother-in-law. 'How 
could J^ulius ever find in Bis heart to take 
aiin against the life of so elegant a creature ^** 

'^ Dear Alicia, never allude to that hor- 
rible duel! — I cannot hear of it without 
regret, and an aching heart !*' 

tc Well, well — ^I had niuch rather give a- 
good comfortable heart-ache to Lord En«» 
nerdale than to you 1 But, somehow, — ^I am 
not quite sure that he is the kind of man i 
ever could ^make much nmprcssioii upon. 
You mighty I am persuaded, Adela; why 
don't you try the experiment T' 
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Adela^ coloariog a little^ but affecting to- 
kugh, answered— 

" I imll try, on condition that you teach 
me how to set t^bout it." 

*^ Ah, my dear little sister, if you had 
any thoughts of setting about it in good 
earnest, you would require' no instructor in 
the business ! I really am a&totijshed at your 
want of enterprize. He seems to me ex-* 

actly such a lover as you would approve ;— • 

. . • • • • 

he is handsome, young, li!^ely,.and accom- 
plished ; and besides all this, he 'is a peer; 
Have you never reflected upon any of thes0 
little advantages r — I hope you have not tha 
preposterous humility of fancying yourself 
his inferior ? Know, that with beauty, birthj 
and education, a woman is inferior to n^ 
man in the universe T * * 

^^ It can answer no purpose to preach 
this doctrine to me : you should seek to 
impress it upon the understanding of youf 
male auditors.**—*- 

' *^ I let them infer it from my easy man-^ 
ner of treating them ; not that there is any 
denying the usefulness of teHing men what 
is right, and proper^ and good for them, in 
still -plainer language than any looks will 
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$peak« Now^ if J took this matter in hand, 
with sober seriousness, I sliould have a great 
Botion of tellihg the rich, that the best things 
they can do, is to chuse wives that are poor 
and pretty ; and to the pennyless, I should 
think it an act of charity to recommend, a 
total blindness to every species of beauty 
but tliat of a wealthy dowager of three;- 
score* I am sadly afraid, that in the com- 
mqn course of events, the very reverse of 
this good system is the case ; heirs n^anry 
}isires«e9 ; and half-starved boys marry half- 
Starved girls. How shall we reform these 
pernicious practices,' my dear Adela ?" 

" Why, you must ascend an eminence,^ 
on a market-day, in some of the principal 
tow^s and vUhges of the kingdom, and pro- 
claim your opinion to the multitude in unr 

" Here come^ on^,** cried Mrs. Eringr 
top^ lookii^ through the window, /* whom 
I libould have more pleasure in h^angst^ 
upon this subject, than half his sex put 
t(^e|hen Lord Ennerdale has ju^tdfiven 
up to thC: door in tbe prettiest-lookit^, gay 
sort of open carriage J ever saw. , How I. 
should delight in a drive thrqiigh tlie Park, 
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perfcheid at his side in that exquisite car !—-« 
Heigho ! I wish I had a few of Sir Patrick's 
odd thousands T — 

• ^' But remember, that thcfy are only ti> 
i)e had by perchihg yourself at his side!^ ^ 

. ** Very true : and I am not sure, that 
the nausea of that, would not induce me, 
in ati *hiiihiUtJr, to prefer aw " uuibrelta and 
pattens to the most splendid equipage which 
he could offer me/'— 

Lord Ennerdale was now announced, and 
immediately made his appearance. 

• - 

'*' Oh, ray Lord," cried the gay widow, 
scsoreely allowing him time' to ask either her 
or Adda how they did, " what a dieticioua 
little vehicle you came in T 
• ^* I drove it hither,'* answered he, -^ to 
^hfe Afeernon an airing. -It is n^ueh my 
interest, you know,^ added be, * addrQSsing 
Adela, *^ to court him into all the good^ 
humour possible, before I undertake wHH 
Initt the projected journey, into Northum- 
berland. I am half afraid of that expedi- 
tion. Yesterday, when I insinuated to Mmi 
that siicb a' removal was in meditation^ he 
made a terHble Wry ffiee> and d^cbred^hat 
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iie should not like to go away from hence 
atril.-— 

^' Tell him/' said Adela^ smiling;^ ^^ that 
lie is ^oiDg to a pbce where he will hare 
nothing more to do with nv^r^ps or nursery^ 
.mudsl-rNorassunlnce will s^ ^fl^iialljr 
i]pconcile him to the joum^y^ for they are^ 
at present, the confirmed objects of bia 
antipathy.** — 

She then left the room, to go and an«- 
>^0iiqee to the little boy the iadalg^ motive 
of his father's visit. 

" You may congratulate yourself, my 
I^rd,** said Mrs. Eriiigton, when she waa 
gone, ^* on not having beeai at liberty yes- 
terday, to accept Mr. Somerville*s invita^- 
Hafom 1^ pitied poor Lady Isabella an^ Mr: 
Aoni^riey^ for that untvieldy baronet threw 
ao oppressive a dulxiess over the ds^, th^ 
Ihe air seein^s hardly yet to baye recovered 
jyts lightnescr and elasticity /*--*- 
. '' Sir Patriejc,'* said Lord Ennerdale, '' if 
seldom spoken of with su0h severity by th^ 
young and the beautifuU** — 
. ^\ WbM cl^ii4 has he to peculiar indulT 
feiu^frottilh^ ho so little v^tB^sokie^y* , 
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His pro&und adoratibh of both the 
attributes I have mentioned." 
: ** Who could be flattered by adoration so 
9tapidly testified? He says not a word^^ 
but dividing his worship between a plate-, 
full of turbot, and a pretty female face, he 
alterfaately gazes at each with nearly eqnal 
lehderne^/ and leaves it doubtfol' at last 
Which be pref«,.- : • 

^^•Nay," resumed the Earl, with an air 
of mock gravity, » what higher compliment 
can he pay to a pretty face, than that of 
sttfierihg it to enter into competition with 
lAie dearest inclination of bis he^rt — good 
and costly cheer ?" 

" How supremely gratifying to female 
vanity ! But let me tell you, my Lord> that 
the first man who presumed to ma%e a 
loerit of. admitting me to any competition of 
tbe sort, I ^bould send to dine at a tavern/ 
and ogle the cook !" , . ' ^ 

,r/Shfe then, on Adela*s W-appearance,^ en- 
quired for Mrs. Somerville's visiting-bo )k -to 
make a list of persons to call upon, and gay- 
ly wishing Lord £Qner(da1e good morning,' 
tripped away/ '. -■ 

: «^M have brought y6u,'' said Adela, lead«- 

VOL. IV. c 
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ing towards liis hihei the now almbst 
blooming Algernocb ^^ the most^ gratefal and 
ha|^ little boy in the wodd ; and hb sweet^ 
sister, farfrom repining at his godd fortune,; 
is alniost. equally delighted to see him so alert 
ndgay/* 

** Tell her, my dear Miss Cleveland, 
that she shall very soon be indulged with 
the same gratiBcation t but as Algernon has 
been an invalid, I thought, though ^ a lady 
, was in the case,' that the first airing was due 
to him." 

f^ I wiU certainly give her this ktnd meu* 
M^^ But now, for Algernon's sake, let 
me hurry you away before the sun loses any 
of its waitoth and brightness.*' 

*^ 1 am going this moment : but suffer 
ine &*st, with an officiousness which you 
must iiot attribute to impertinence-^sufier 
ifte to give you, what you so seldom require^ 
a little caution.**. • • • 

^ On what suljject r** interrupted Adela, 
iomewhat alarmed. 

^^ During your short absence from the 
room,** resumed he, ^^ a servant brought iii 
a parcel of books, and said, that they came 
froni Mrs« Elmer, who had sent them for 
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your amusement^ Jas sometbtag quite hew. 
I mechanically opened one of. the volumes^ 
aiid saw the title of a work, which, though 
written by a female, I am well petstiaded 
you would never wish to read. It is probable 
that Mrs. Elmer has lent these books wtth«* 
out having given hersdf time to ascertain 
their character : — btit Bheis wrong in having 
done so;— and you, deaf Miss Clevelimd, 
will require ho further hint; to avoid Grow- 
ing away your leisure upon such unworthy 
trash.** • ' t 

^* I am inexpressibly obliged to you for 
this warning,** cried Adela, in the imwt 
fateful accenit; *^ it is truly Oonsider ate and 
friendly : but shall I tell you how you might 
add to the obligation ? Assist me to. tie up 
the books in paper, and ring for a servant 
to convey them back to Mrs;. Elmer^s iitiitie- 
diately/* > 

Lord Ennerdale smiled at her impatieno^ 
to get rid of the proscribed tolumes', and 
skid-*- * 

^^ What reason will you assign to Mrs. 
Elmer for returning her loan'sbif^ery expe^ 
ditiousfyf" 

"^^ I ^ill simply tell her^ timt a friend as^ 

C 3 
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suned me, it was a publication which I sfaould^ 
do better not to read.'* 

And if she inquires! for thai friendV 



a 



liame ? *' 



'* You shall informme yourself vi^at you, 
would, in that case^ wish me to ainswen" * 

^^ I would wish you, niost upright and in- 
genuous of human beings ! to do me so miicH 
credit as to tell her, that if was at my re- 
eomm*6ndation you forbore casting your eye- 
over these ill-principled pages. She merits! 
to hear, since so unguarded in her intended, 
kirichiesses, 'the impropriety of lending prb- 
ductioils with whose tendency she is. not di's- ; 
tinctly acquainted. Had slie, with' equal* 
thoughtlessness/ sent* this 'book to' Eudbcia,' 
I should bpenly liave acted the brother, and • 
tbldher my opinion* viva voce!" ^ \ ' ' * 

^^ It is enough, • in the present instance,* 
that you have avowed that opinion to'md. l'^ 
should be sorry were ' Mrs,' Elmer to incftr 
any mortification for an act which we agree* 
in thinking was kindly meant, and>fr6fti; 
whicTi your timely caiitionhas Warded ^ff 
any mischief.'* ' . . . , • ^^ 

^V Candid in your judgment of others, 
and open to Conviction "yourself, how much 
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feal goodness and delicacy, amiable Adela^ 
have you indicated during this little. dia- 
logue! Oh^ that in all things, I. possessed 
pver yoo as much influence^ as you allow * 
me to exercise on a subject of mere literaiy 
tdstei*' ' .-..;.,,. 

" You cannot," said -• Adela, a little em-t 
l^arrassedj^ f^ accuse nie of having eyer re- 
listed your guidance when sensible of you i: 
Vrish to bestow it. But we may sometime^ 
iippear intractable when, in reality, we arfj 
only dull of understanding.** 

^ I believe," eri^d the eairl, .half-UilgJiing, 
yet internally chagrined al; her. pretende4 
WiKms(^ousnesa3 ^^ it would be no very ex- 
travagant proof of rashness, to assert^ thai; 
Vitractability .is \h^ spirit yehich solely 
fctuatea^ you at this moment! I Have no. 
great faith in the dulness of understanding 
you would plead.-r-you certainly are the 
Qiost extraordinary inst^nce^ of frankness, 
s^nd something which is not frankness, that 
I ever met with in the same character ! " 
. To Adela^s^ great, relief, young Ossely, 
tired of so long a del^y, now begun urging 
l^is father tp depart ; and haying no pretence 

c3 



30 TRAITS OP NATURE. 

for fiiTther procrastination^ Lord Ennerdale 

unwillingly bade her good morning, took 

the child by the hand^ and left the room. 

Adela instantly followed, laden with^Mrs^ 

'£Imer*8 books, which she gave to a servant 

in the hall, with directions to carry them to 

that lady's house directly. Then, slowly 

Te^ascending the stairs^ and turning her head 

as she did so^ . she received from the earl a 

parting bow. as he mounted his carriage^ after 

which, 4ie gently touched the horses, and 

- drove away. 

Adela could not deny herself the gratifi- 
eation of relating to Mrs. Somerville in tlie 
course of the day> the purport of this fiiead* 
ly little conference. 

^' It proves,"* said that lady,, highly pleased 
by the communication, *^ two very material 
points/ First, it must convince you, that 
taiy opinion of Mrs. Elmer's incomiderate 
charactery was by no means too severe ;jmA 
secondly, it must exculpate Lord Ennerdale 
froni all suspicion of wishing you to pay 
undue court to her. This early friend of 
yours, Adela,— ^this' amiable Algeraoif, ccr* 
iainly thinks^ that you have a soul to be 
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B^ted, thought by this time^.I belief e, W 
18 pretty positively convinced, that ypu j^j^v^ 
ho heart either to save or to lose ! ** 

* • - • • • » 

Adela laughed^ but hastened awayj[ jiiHl 
two days afterwards^ young Ossely^ u^^ 
the protection of his father^ comvapxkOfii iup 
northern journey. 

The parting scene between bim.^tid fai^ 

two fair patronesses^ was rendered distcepfr- 

.ing in the higheft degree^by th^ !e%ti!90i|s 

reluctance which * he evinced to quit tb^m^ 

Round Adela^ in particular^ he clung with 

Ji fondness and afiliction which no 2^9914^ 

<^ SQothings could abate. 3he had, lu^wilr- 

tiBgly, indeed^; but decidedly, supj^rp^i^j^ 

h&t sister in his Itffection. Mrs. SoB^^rf^IJ^ 

had, repeatedly found it necessary to abs^ 

his little humours, and to dispute his ^9^11::, 

;AdeIay however^ deeming it no part of her 

•duty to play the preceptnes^, had stolep 

mway during . th^se unpleasant, but salutary 

contests, and had awaited a serener momfijot 

to bestow upon him her attention* Thep, 

rail ocxmplisnce, aweMness and good4ittiaour, 

she had again iappeared before, him, 4hfi 

.indulgent partaker of his pastinres, 4iie sioi- 

ling. auditress of his childish joys, « «bie 

c 4 
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gentle soither of bis transient sorrows. No 
restrictions, no remonstrances ever proceeded 
from her lips, no austerity ever sat upon her 
brow. ^ Sbe came like a brilliant sunshine 
after a depressing gloom ; she re-animated 
him to gayety, she dispelled all lurking re- 
sentment from his youthful heart, and im- 
parted to it a warmth of trust and gladness, 
which, she only^ in an equal degree, had ever 
possessed the power of communicating to 
him- 

So vehement was his anguish at the ide^ 
of leaving her, and so resolute his determi- 
nation to cling to her till drawn away by 
absolute force, that Mrs. Erington, partly 
from compassion, and partly from an ever* 
ready inclination to engage, in an idle frolic^ 
said — 

^^ You have so strangely bewitched this^ 

poor child, Adela, that the least you can 

do, is to go with him the first stage of his 

journey.-^I will accompany and take care of 

.you back,'* 

Young Ossely understood enough of this 
proposal to know, that it implied a scheme 
for delaying his separation from his favourite ; 
he fervently strained his arms round ^her 
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neqk^ and half smiling^ half in tears^ said 
eagerly — \ > 

^^ Oh J do^ dp — pray do go with me!" 
^^- I wish," cried Adela^ to. her inconsi^ 
derate sister^ ^' you had not mentioned this 
impracticable project in poor Algernon's 
hearing. > At the end of the stage he would 
probat>ly be just as reluctant to part from us 
as he is at this moment^ and there would 
•be all this. scene to go through again." 

^^ Perhaps . not,** said Lord Ennerdale*; 
*'^ perhaps the- variety of objects on the road 
would dissipate his thoughts^ and. lessen his 
iSegreL , But let us- refer the matter to Mrs. 
Somerville. I am too much interested in 
the event of the deliberation^ to vote with 
any impartiality.** 

Mrs. Somerville, thus applied to, said 
very frankly — 

^^ I am quite. of Adela's opinion, that the 
scheme is unnecessary and ill-judged. Be- 
sides, how are the two ladies to get back? 
—In a hired chaise? And without any ser- 
vant?" 

" No, no," cried . her husband ; ^^ my 
groom shall attend them on horseback." 

*^ Come^ then,. Adela," resumed ^Irj. 

c 5 
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EringtoBi ^^ make no more '{u|s$^ but nm 
up stairsj and get yourselif ready^ You aie 
as circum^pect-Rod slovr in your resolutions^ 
s& if the prosperity of ab empire depended 
«pon their wisdom .*• ' ' '? 

. Adela> miicb perplexed^ looked at Mri. 
Somerville for furtheir. assistiance. Hers^ 
cret inclination impelled her one way-«^«h6r 
delicacy and diffidence urged her; another~ 
and finding that every body waited for her 
decision, she said — 

*^ My dear Elinor, the whole morning 
will be consiimed in debate, if you do not 
settle something for me. I will go, or stay, 
just as you advise*** 

** Well, then-?r'I believe you must io- 
dulge the spoilt babies, and resolve upon 
accompanying them. But bow is it pos- 
sible, Alicia, that you can so. vehemently 
liove set your heart upon this useless excur- 
sion?** • 

^^ I shall not pretend,** said Mrs« Erihg- 
ion, laughing, ^^ to ascribe my eagerness 
'solely to sensibility for Lord Ossely's dis- 
tress; yet, I really am sorry for him, too. 
But the weather is so beautiful, that as ooe 
fX Mr, Som6rville*s horses is lame> I am 



tiiuiTs^ Of KATuav. a$ 

giftd to aviftil In^self of this oppqrtunit^ tft 
obtain a moroihg drive.** . ', 
: ^hp t\m^, eKuhing ^:at tbe success <^ kt^ 
persev^riHace, fiewto ptiep^re fdsr tbeir der 
parture^ and; in a very; ftw miooles^ re^ 
turnings arm in arm with the still h$ilf-rer 
tectHQfc Adela^ Lord Ei^nerdale attended 
^thiedci to lus : trayeUii^ coacb^ and the yqolh^ 
^1 party dro^e away* 



CHAP. III. 

ENCOUNTERS. 



Adela placed her affectionate little fq^o^ 
4rn her lap^ aad anxious to avert .the re« 
4iewal of his grief when 'the mevitable mp^ 
ment of separation should . atrive, cheei^efjl 
him with ^a8surances> in a^ low voice^ that 
at tlie end of six weeks or two months thcgr 
should meet again. She promised to writp 
hiim a loQg letter^ which Mrs^ Blai^&rd^ 
.the lady to whom he wasgoing, would b^^ 
tbe good nature to read to himr-; 
i\ ^^ And in it/ . continued she, *^ I will tell 
you every tbkvg tbat we are cbing^ and 
€ver^ aflpsctionaite thougl^^ that wh6«,^Iiim 
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alon^9 comes into my hea^ about, you^ 
And, besides, I will try and recollect some 
of Lady Harriet's merry little sayings ;. and 
when you hear all tiiis read, you will fancy 
yourself amongst us. Shall you like such a 
letter, niy Algernon T 

^^ Oh, yes, yes," cried he, with sparkling 
eyes, ^f shall like it better than any thing 
in the world ! And you won't mind whe^ 
ther I am good or naughty ? You'll send it 
all the same, won't you ?" 

Adela smiled at this provident enquiry^ 
and said — 

" You don't mean, I hope, my dear Al- 
gernon, to be naughty ?** . 

" No,"- said he, after a moment^s hesi- 
tation, ** I don't mean it, now ; but per- 
haps, I mayn't be able to help it sometimes^ 
and Mrs. Somerville never would promise 
9)e any thing, unless I told her that I would 
be quite, quite good.'*. . 

"I believe she was very right, A%er- 
non ; but as I am only your playfellow^ 
you know, I do not pretend to be so good 
a judge as my sister, of the properest times 
•to indulge you." 

£iQrd Ennerd^le was seated oj^posite. to 
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them^ and though often disturbed in his. 
wish to listen to their dialogue^' by the 
<^easel€»s loquacity of Mrs. Erington^ atr 
tended' with' much delight to all that she 
would allow him to hear of it. Algernon, 
thus lured by degrees^ to forget his, cares, 
had placed his interesting: little face. at the 
window^ and was calling, upon' Adela to 
observe the different objects that were pae^ 
sing^ when the cari:iage stopped at a turur 
pike^ and^ in a gentleman who rcfde . up to 
it at the same instant^ they all distin- 
guished Julius Cleyelaiid. H^^ too^ saw, 
and was not slow in. recognizing themt The 
arms on the coach pannel iiifonned him im- 
mediately, whose it was^ i^nd the appearance 
of his.twQ sisters within it, accompanied by 
its owiier^ produced a revulsion in his blood, 
that flushed his face with the deepest crimr 
son. He betrayed, no voluntary sign, hovi;- 
ever^ ct having any knowledge of. their 
persons, but after ^ cold ai^id haughty sui^ 
vey dF the whole, party, put spurs to his 
horsp, and gajloped towards! towni 

" There's a bright pattern of fjta;temal 
courtesy for you!'* exclaimed Mrs. Bring- 
toiij having angrily for. some mQinenits looked 
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dRSer hioi'^^^ tikis is but the sebohdglanee^I 
iiaveiiad of him since I came to town^ and 
•st/^most satis&ctaiy one it has beetit ^^He 
never* a|>proaidies iny 1>r6ther*-iii-Ia9f^*s tloor^; 
MtA on<^e^ when I ^called upon him in Herl^ 
fyrd Street^ he was either ont, (Mr dbose i;o 
t^e' denied. ' Doe& he mean, I Wonder, abs6* 
lately to break with us aH? iVx>r* simidft 
hoy 1 Wherd does he expect to meet wilji 
-more submissive observers d his perpetual 
v?him^f* 

* Adela, who saw tlraces oi indignation in 
'Lord Enn^rdale's countenance, pressed her 
ibot xtpon Mrs. £ri«igton% and directed 
towards her a look enjoining silence^ too 
significant to foe misunderstood, though tbo 
momentary tdbe observed by their coffin 
panion . T^be incautious Alicid, unwillingly 
iSU&steA herself to be checked, and Julias 
wasno moi^filentioned. . ; * 

But Adela wai^ destined, dntiiig diis fthort 
^excursion, so wholly Unini^tigated by herself^ 
to encountfer every indi? idual whom she 
least wished, in her present situation, tb 
beholdi) > ' 

At the distance of about foul* miles frotti 
town^ tlie carriage which she was in,. was 
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met by as open baKoche^^Bontaiaing aparty 
of ladies^ wfaom^. or a nearer approach^ shp 
di«cove](ed to be Mrs*^ Cleveland and. her 
two claughters. The astonished trio^ mani'^ , 
fested at the first glaace^^ that they knejir 
beTy by ^the eagerness with ifhiqh they 
stared in at the wiodowj and by the pejRk 
Iteverance with wbich^ after they had passed^ 
tiiey were remarked by Mrs» £lrington> to 
be looking after, them— 

*^ We shall have the credit. Lord Enner- 
dale^" said she, ^^ since this is the great 
noftbern road, of being reported to have 
engaged with you on a little trip into Scot- 
land.-"^N6 one is more likely to sets^ch a 
rumonr afloat than our busy little cousinj 
.Jemima*. Tis pity that some part of the 
probability of the anecdote will be destroy^ 
ed, by there being two ladies with yoiji, 
instead of one» I fancy pepple seldom gp 
to Gretoa Green in u feroily party ^'* . * 

*' But since you say,'* cried the Earl, 
*' that we shall have all ,the credit of the 
adventure whether we prosecute it or not, 
suppose we continue our journey upon our 
present sociable plan, and at its.termination. 
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" * ■• • . 

cast lots to decide which of the two sisteFS 
will do me the honour to accept me.'* 
' " By the time we had discoveredj ^ how 
happy you could be with either,' and bow 
perfectly impartial you meant to be, I sus- 
pect, that we should both beg to come 
back again- as unshackled as we went T 

Lord Ennerdale had no time, to answer 
tiiis speech, for at that moment Mrs- Ering- 
ton, casting her eyes towards the- rot^^ 
hastily exclainied— - 

^ ^^ There's Talbot Cleveland!" and with- 
out waiting to explain her purpose, she 
impetuously called to one of the servants 
who attended them, and bade him order 
the postillions to stop. They did so, and 
at the same instant, Talbot perceiving hec, 
gave a similar direction to his own driver, 
and leaning forward, bailed her with the 
utmost appearance of satisfaction. > 

" I am delighted to see you," cried Mrs. 

'Eringtori, *^ we are only going out of town 

for an hour or two, and perhaps, we shall 

meet again in the course of the day. Comie 

and dine at my sister SomerviUe's." 

^J' You are very, good, but. I must, findl 
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out what'thfey are all doing at my fathqr's^ 
before I can make any positive engagement. 
You speak^ however, in a regal style per- 
fectly unintelligible to me. Who have you 
with you to make up the number we ? I 
descry, at present, only your fair self/* 

Mrs. Erington then drew back, and Adela 
in her turn exhibiting her face at the win- 
dow, very cordially addressed him, and ex- 
presiied th^ pleasure which it gave her to see 
hJm— i 

^^ Am I not a most unfortunate fellow,'* 
cried Talbot, colouring with surprise and 
ijelight on beholding her, ^* thus to meet yon 
proceeding in one direction, whilst I am 
obliged to proceed in awo/Aer ? ** . 

^^ Adela," cried Mrs. Erington, a sudden 
thought darting into her inaagin^tioji which 
she took no tinae to wpigh or consider^ 
" suppose we here bid Lord Ennerdale fare^ 
well, and go back to town under the pirptec- 
tion of Talbot ? Where is the tise of pror 
ceeding quite to the end of the stage?** 

Lord Ehnerdale looked confounded at thi^. 
proposal, but was utterly silent, awaiting in 
painful uncertainty the decision of Adela^ 
The first sentence which she uttered, stung 
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him to the 8oul*— it ei^pressed^ aft almost un* 
hesitating assent to Mrs. Erington^s plan; 
and'Talbot, who occupied his chaise quite 
alone, declared himself enchanted to receive 
(hem* : ' • 

Little Algernon, ilieanwhile^ too nujch 
surprised by the hurry and buslie .of this 
premature jseparation, to feel it so acutely as 
perhaps he might have done a more AfM* 
berate parting, suifered Adela hastily, but 
tenderly, to embrace him, and then, in 
ipe^chiess consternation^ saw her aiid *her 
lister alight.^ His father, in whote ftc6 I5he 
felt too conscious to look up, ghtvely nmhed 
them a pleasant drive-awaited ' to aee them 
seated in TalbotV chaise, and bade his pos^ 
tilfions go'oij; ^ , , ,^ 

To have been guilty towards Lord Ennet^ 
dide 6f any. appearance of cavalier treatment^ 
was so foreign to Adela^s acenstomed prac^ 
tidf, that^ wfafen removed to the new vehide 
in tirhich she was now to proc^^, she couM 
scarcely believe that an' arrangement so ab^ 
Irupt, had been sanctioned by her consent. 
Yet, her successive rencontres with persons 
disposed to'View every, incident of her life, 
ia which Lord Ennerdde was at all inapii^ 
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cated, through the medium of suspicion aocji 
pr^udice ; a d^ree of youthful impatience 
at the . uneasiness which she . had endured 
from the moment, these persons had^ seep 
her; the intimacy and near relationship 
subsisting between herself and Talbot— these 
feelings and reasons all induced her to hope, 
that however capricious h^ sudden desertioigt 
wight, make her ^ppe^^ there was in it no;- 
thing either yery blameable^ or much to b^ 
.wondered, at. Depressed^ however^ by 
doubts of the propriety, .of her hasty, pror 
4:$edings -T half approving, . and half cour 
fdemjning herself she^took scarcely any part 
m.Uie conversation that was passing between 
her sister and Talbot ; but absent and dii^ 
turbedy sat; painfully meditating upon the 
whole transaction. ? : : 

' Mrs. Somerville received the friendly pitr- 
tyy on their arrival in Cumberland Places 
with the. utmost cheerfulness, and seemed 
much pleased at the opportune meeting ^ith 
Talbot w hich had exempted her lovely jsii^ 
ters from the necessity of returning to towi;i 
alone. She seconded the invitatipn to din* 
ner which Mrs^Sriagton had- given him; 
$nd T&lbot^ unable to resist he^* frank ep^r 
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diaiity^ no longer hesitated to accept it^ but 
ran home to see his father and motjier; and 
promised to return, whatever other engage- 
ment might have been made for him. 

Adela impatiently sought an opportunity, 
throughoiit the whole day, of conversing 
with him unreservedly upon the subject of 
Lady Rosalyah* Talbot appeared not, how- 
ever^ so desirous to gratify, her in this parti- 
cular as she either wished or had expected. 
His answers to all her enquiries, were vague 
and general. The only positive information 
which he chose to give her, was, that her 
mother was perfectly welf, and that he had 
•safely delivered the letter to her with which 
he-bad been entrusted. Why she had sent 
to that letter no answer^ .and what had passed 
at his interview with her^ he was obnously 
unwilling to detail. 

Sighing, and disappointed^ Adela left him, 
resolved, however, on some future occasion^ 
to return to the charge, and to insist upoa 
knowing the utmost extent of the evil, what^ 
€ver it was, which he had to communicate. 
■ Lord ^Ennerdale wjis absent from town 
about a week, in the course of which Mrs. 
frfington/ who, notwithstanding M her 
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flfghtiiiess, was by no means divested of' at* 
tentioa to- her own interest, had succeeded iii 
making Adela the unsuspicious instrument 
of a pohfused and: most extraordinary sort 
of project afloat in her.bnaiin^ to supplant; 
ih the heart of Sir Patrick Harley, this 
tfadnkless object of his present Veneration; 
She saw cleaHy that Adela utterly disregard* 
ed him*-Tand still mofe so, iiT reality did 
shel'Bat not like hjdv, did she disregard his 
fertuAe. A handsome wifeto match witli a 
ma^iiB<^ent habitation, and a most sump^ 
tuous establishmenty was what isfhecontinual-* 
ly heard he was solicitously in search of. 
She' was as handsome ais her insensible sister, 
very little older, and a gfeat deal better versed 
in that sort of wisdoms, which is requisite^ 
to compass' a selfish design. ' CoQcluding^^ 
iiiit the Baronet had only waited to dedate- 
bimself to Adela, till he perceived in he^ 
some symptoms, of a disposition to heaf him 
with favour, Mrs. Erington dettermined^ 
^at if flattery could avail, to her he should- 
openly proclaim that passion, which, * to^' 
ker sister, had hitherto been only silently^ 
professed. 

The return, at this time erf Talbot Gleve- 
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land to LoTKlbni was a favourable circum- 
irtance for the furthefatice of her views* He 
was as freqaeiat a visitor in CiimberlandPIkce 
as tiie assidttonej though laccmic Sir Patrick w 
She knew herself not to be the principal 
magnet of attraction to either'-^biit Talbot 
iTvasi in Adela-s estitnMion/ so unequivo^aHy 
preferable/to the Baronet> that during >ever)r 
accidental absence 'from the room cf Mrs^- 
Somerville, th^ task fell upon the fair wiv 
dow of exerting herself for Sir Batrick's en- 
tartainnienti TPhough he was considerabljr 
vapoured at sights so continually^ of a young 
and agreeable visitor seated beside tbe Ikdy^ 
of his aiRsction^ yet, the recollection of their 
near affinity, son^what reconciled him to 
the cireumstance ; and he was well content; 
whilst complacently- togaged* in eontem* 
plating the beauty of Adeta, to benefit by 
the attentive politeness ^ her sister. 

When rallied on her patient endurance of 
so uHamusidg a personage, Alicia, wi^Ii a 
very good grace, laughed it off, and declared 
thatfsheWasr plying the Baronet withcom^ 
plimenlSB, in order to obtain from him Ae 
confirmation of a painfully-extorted pro* 
mise to give a balL 
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It happened one oiormng^ that at Sir Pa- 
trick's usual ho Qr of paying his now almost 
diuraal visits Mrs^ SotaierviUe and Adbla 
were bath, absent from home. . On hearing 
however^ that Mrs. Erington was withinjt 
he solemnly. paced up stairs to enquire what 
waa her plan and Miss Cleveland's for the 
ev:eiiing« . , : . . '. . . • . - 

/' The old plan. Sir Patrick— we go to 
the Opejra. Shall you be there ?" . * 
. He answered in the affirmative ; and then 
asked^ whither her two sisters were gone, i 

*^ To see a picture upon sale .at aaauctioiB 
ro^xn* Mr. Annesley said so much about it 
yesterday, that he raised their cutiosity, and 
he has now ei^orted them tOiView it himself 
for ihe third or fourth time." t t > 

Sir. Patrick made, some further enquiries 
relative to this admired picture, and then, 
with ah iair pf . coi^soious satisfaction, .said*-^* 

f ^ I yesterday becanne its puticbasery and 
it was sent home this very moraing.*! . . 

^^ How very cruel of you Sir Patrick to 

complete ^the bargain before my sisters had 

seen it ! — But was it not an immense price?*' 

He mentioned the sum^ which was* in 

fact enormous, bat cpoliy added***- 
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^^ I have one or two wKich cob£ ' hie 
more.- - 

. ^' How much Adela would delight in 
viewing your collection 1— If you had'aiiy 
gallantry^ dear Sir Patrick^ you would give 
a breakfast some morning; and incite her to' 
it; to make her amends for having possessed 
yourself of this picture at the very time 
diat she took the trouble of Vainly going to 
see it." 

^^ I should be too happy ,*• answered he, 
much flattered by lliis suggestion, ^* if you 
and your sisters would so highly honour 
me. ' ' 

' ^^ Oh, T will be answerable for their 
acquiescence, and, therefore, let it be con- 
sidered from this moment, as a settled 
thing. But do not tdl Adela that I first 
Started the idea ; your poUteness, you know, 
would lose half its merit ; and, besides,— 
she would think it a mere joke, and refuse 
the invitation." — 

^ Sir Patrick, thanking her for the hint, 
promised discretion, and then his dexterous 
couiisdlor added : 

^^ But do, at once, fix some day for this 
scheme. We are dying to see your house !** 
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^' Are you diseogajged the, day dtdr to- 
morrow ?'* 

- *^ Yfes, perfectly; write us a note then, 
as dooa as you return home, and as a mo^ 
tive for the invitation, say that you a^ef 
desirous of hearing Mtss Cleveland's opinion 
of your new purehase. I don't know wbe-^ 
th^f she. is much of a judge/ but you are 
sensible, that all ladies are fond of a little 
flattery.'* 

The baronet smiled at this novel remark ; 
and authorizing Mrs« Erington to include 
any friend she chose hi the invitation^ he 
took his leave. 

When Mrs. Somerviile and Adela return- 
ed home, their fair sister told them that 
Sir Patrick had called daring their absence, 
^t totally abstained fjrom any allusion to' 
the subject of their short conference. 

Adela, a little angrily, complained of the- 
useless trouble which he had occasioned 
them— 

^* He has already,'*" she cried, ^^ obtained 
possession of the picture that we went to 
see ; he mohopolilzes every thing that is 
costly and rare, for the paltry prido, I 

VOL. lY* I> 
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Eerily beHeve, ' of .oi$t*hiddiiig less' ofmlent 
competitors." — 

^^ If he:\vouJd toany," said Mr$. Somer- 
ville, ^^ the evil of this encroachkag sj^stem 
would in some degree be remedied^ since all 
the precious things which, his huge house 
engulfs^ , would th^n be open to. general 
inspecttotu Thejr are now only visible to 
his ma}e a^ociates.*^^-*^ . 

Nothing more passed upon the'rab}eb^ 
noi* was Sir Patrick^ hb. liQUfl^ or ius, col- 
lection again thoti^t of titi tibe proyected 
invitation arrived* 

Adela^ the instant that she heard it jrea«L 
declared het inteoticm iiot to accept it.*-» 

^^ Psbaw>. iionaense T exdwned Mra*. 
£rington^ " what should prevent yc^ur ac^ 
cepting it ? Are yau. afraid of^ fbufeitilig^ 
your reputatioa by entering the hoiiaie o£ a. 
bachelor, in company wi^. your tf^ ais* 

ters?** 

^^ Oh, as to my going/* cried Mrs. So« 
iherville, ^^ that is-rati)rely oiit of ihe ques- 
tion. I should equally dishke the fiiss, the 
form, and the fatigue of the thing.*'*^ - 

^' WTiy did you tell hiija, my dear All- 




dat)** said Adela, ^* that I eVer had any 
wish to pee his new picture?** 

*^ He' asked li^^hither you and Elinor were 
gone? I could itiutgine no aort of reason^ 
ibr concealing from him the truths and this' 
invitation seems to be its natural conse-^' 
queiice. Upon my word, Adela, if you* 
persist in yottr refusal^ I shall ttiink you 
dther v^ryprudish) or positiyely ill-natured: 
J have an amazing iiiclination ta see his fine 
house ; y^iv if bolii you: and Elinor decline 
^^6Gigm{Miylng me, how can I possibly go- 
and breakfast with him alone ? Come,*^ 
added she, lookiing round at Mr. and Mrs. 
SomervlHe/.and Talbot,^^ wha happened to 
be prefsenl, " let us call a cabinet council, 
ttnijl confer upoii this matter gravely and' 
delibefl^ly; You,.v Elinor^ shall give thi^ 
first opi^jltflni.**—! 

^^ In thit case> I shalL^say,' that if Adela 
bas> na wiish to go, it would be kind notto- 
nresif hci'.'^-r- 

^^ But would there be the smallest im** 
prc^iety iii b^r going T* 

^^ Possfcly ndt — ^but", ... 
' ^^ Oh, no buts! Pass .we on now to our' 
male counsellors. — What say you, Talbot V^ 

D 2 
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^^ I would echo the very words of Mrs. 
Somerville.'* — 

'^ Then you might just as well be com- 

pletely mute : an echo, you know, never; 

has any meaning. I hate such nugatory- 

speakers ! Is it your intention, Mr. Somer-. 

ville, to class amongst them ?. If it is — nod, 

or hold up your hand ; but waste not your; 

breath ujx)!! words which, after all, will> 

only be sounds without sense." — - . . l 

, *^ You are maryellously flippant, my fair. 

sister!" cried Mr. Somej-ville, ^^ however,; 

on the present occasion, I am willing to lean, 

towards your side of the question. . My: 

dear Adela," continued he, f^ in declining . 

Sir Patrick*s invitation, you are your ,own. 

enemy. I assure you, that the sigtit of his, 

mansion will afford you great entertainment;. 

and though, on his account, I am perfectly. 

indifferent whether you go or not, yet, on 

your own, I am anxious that you should not 

throw away such an opportunity of being 

aniused." 

^^ Or of obliging her sister, you should 
haveadded," cried Mrs. Erington, laughing — 
*^ but Adela, I will persecute you no longer. 
If you can prevail upon yourself to go with-. 
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' out great reluctance, I should be delighted ; 

but an extorted compliance would give trie 

nothing but pain."— • 

This, conversation, and others, subsequent 
: to it, at length conquered Adela*s resistance, 

• • • 

^ though not her secret disinclination to the 
scheme— ^and she accompanied her sister 
and Mrs. Ross, whom they invited to be of 
- the party, to the house of Sir Patrick 
•Harley. Mr. Sbmerville and Talbot Cleve- 
land attended them . .:.... 

The preparations which the Bttfonet had 
made for their reception, were elegant and 
tasteful, at once evincing the high sense he 
haii of the honour they conferred upon him, 
and the only species of judgment which he 
'possessed. As master of the revels to a 
magnificent and voluptuous Prince, he would 
have shone ' unrivalled. The sort of cares 
attached to setting forth a banquet or adorn- 
; ing a saloon for festivity, seemed to be his 
natural vocation ; and so serious was the im* 
portance which he connected with these 
offices, that, like the famous martyr to false 
honour, Vatel, steward to the great CondS, 
it is scarcely to be doubted, he would hav© 
deemed the 'delay of an expected dish of fish 

D 3 
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fiwr the King's dinn^3 a ilisgrs^ce which tio* 
4)ing but his, blood could wipe out.* 

Adela^ who^ as it has been said, had set 
forward on this ]party with unafiected^ though 
silent/ since unavaili'ng relvictaBce^ was out 
of spirits the whole momii^^ Talbot alone 
seeftied to participate in her £seUiig8« ,A 
cloudy however lights however tAnsient upon 
that brow which he had hitherto been ac^ 
.custcMiiied to behold beaming with .the sifr* 
renest sun-shine^ dejected and perturbed 
hioii He hovered incessantly round her; 
and once whilst she .was standing at a win-* 
dow^ detachied from the rest of the group, 
^nd indifferent to the display of all Sir Pa* 
trick's costly acquisitions^ he stole towards 
ber^ and ve'n tuned gently to enquire the cause 
df her obvious disquiet. . 

Adela affected to deny tbe charge, and in 
truth, her meditations wen? not of a nature 
which she could very readily have explained. 

She was reflecting upon the strange ap* 
pearance this umiecessary and somewhat 

* This wretched maQ< ran a sword through his hody 
in despair at the ahove disappointment. Lonis the 1$1IV. 
was iht monarch for whom the repast was preparinj^. 
Tea npuutes after Vatd expired^ th^ fish arciTed* 
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qtiestionable visit would huve in the? eye* ^ 
Lord Ennerdale^ should it ever becomt 
known to him; she was lam^tiog the en^- 
cov^rstgevaent it wa$ calcalitted to give to Sir 
Patrick's hopes, and sincerely regretting like^ 
w'rse^ that jn deHance ^f her. utmost endea«> 
vovirs to escape distinction, the Bamnet 
would persist, in coii^idering her as the prin-* 
cipal personage present. Mrs. Erington, it 
is true, reheved her by her own civility to 
I^n^ from the pjain of being often forc^4 
into conversation ; yet, she observed, that 
his eyes fbllotv^d her tQ all directions ; «and 
whatever compliments were paid to his iita- 
tues, his pictures, his carvings^ his gildings^ 
Of his Mo9aic8, he .seemed resdess andiin4 
satisfied,' till Adela's faint commendations, 
or A^la*s compelkd smile, confircbed, and 
gave value to the flattering encomiums of hec 
companions^ 

This solicitude for her particidar applausd 
soon drew him to the window near which 
she and'Talbot were conversing. On his 
approach, the young man rejoined Mrs. Ross 
and. Alicia : but Sir Patrick, supplied with 
pftore jth^w usual. eloquence (courage was not 
what he; had. ever be^ sq deficient in as ap-> 
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propriate words to express his meaning) i 
elated by her presence beneath his princely 
Toof, and secretly confiding in the inflnence 
ivhich such an exhibition of wealth and 
magnificence could not fail to procure their 
possessor — Sir Patrick seizing the favourable 
moment, and smiling in her face with all the 
expression which his visage could assume^ 
suddenly said — • 

*' I have been thinking, for some time 
past^ charming Miss Cleveland^ that there 
is how but one thing which this house great- 
ly requires. Can you guess what I me$m ? ** 
• ^' It i& not ea&y to think of any defi- 
ciency. Sir Patrick, in the midst of so pro- 
fuse a display of every luxury and conve- 



nience." 



^^ But these are inanimate and uninterest- 
ing possessions^ compared to the remaining 
blessing left for me to covet I Surely, you 
must agree with me, that such a habitation 
merits and demands a — mistress ! ** 

The enamoured baronet put so much em- 
phasis upon these last words, and worean 
air. so extremely significant, that Adela« 
blushing, and distressed how to answer him, 
cast her eyes in every direction but that 
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which ' exposed her td encounter his; A. 
carriage was approaching at the moment- 
she mechanically glanced a look towards it, 
and the countenance which itiet her view, 
from its window, substituted in her cheek 
the paleness of vexation for the crimson of 
embarrassment. It was Lord Ennerdale 
whom she beheld, just arrived iti town^ and 
now driving to his own door, nearly oppo- 
site to the house of Sir Patrick Harley. 

As he was alighting, Mr. Somen^ille, un- 
suspicious of the nature of the baronet's 
conference with his sister, approached to 
ask what sort of vehicle had, with such ra- 
pidity been driving into the street ? 

Adela had no voice to utter a syllable ; 
she wished herself away from the house, 
away from the spot where she stood, but 
she seemed spell-bound and unable to move. 
Sir Patriqk, provoked at the interruption, 
turned sullenly from Mr. Somerville, and 
walked towards the two ladies in an adjoin^ 
ing room. 

Meanwhile, Lord Eiiherdale having de- 
scended from his carriage, was seen m a 
few moments approaching one of the draw- 
ing-room windows of his own house,, with 
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no other design, as it first appeared, than 
that of taking a survey of the weather. But 
his eyes, ere long, wandered to the mansion 
of Sir Patrick ; and Adela, then, with ill- 
timed quickness, retreated. Mr. Somerville 
however, kept his post, and smiled and 
liodded with an air of real satisfaction at the 
earl's return. His greetings were answered 
with no corresponding looks of cheerfulness ; 
Lord Ennerdale had never worn an aspect so 
cold and distant since Mr. Somerville had 
first known him. He remained but a very 
few minutes in sight, and did not again 
render himself visible whilst Adela's irksome 
visit lasted. 



CHAP. IV. 

ABRUPTNESS. 



\ It Was now the fixed determinatron of 
Adela, to confide to Mrs. Somerville her 
suspicions of Sir Patrick's attachment, aud 
torconsult with her on the fittest measures to 
be pursued^ in order to dissipate the un* 
founded hopes which the sudden civilities of 
that lady's husband might have contributed 
to excite# 



:. But on sti^'i^ii^ \^ 0:tisiberland--l^a€e^ the 
3xst iatelligence that awaited th^in^ wa$^ 
.that Mrsl: Spinsrvilie had he^n tak^n ill 
during their absence, though she had strictly 
ordered that no inforaiation of the circum- 
^stance should be commatiieated to her hui- 
Jbs^nd and siiiiters, whilst they were absent 
(fjrom home* 

News of mich a nature^ it will easily be 

Jbelieved, drove from Adela's thoughts all 

remembranoe of self^ atid left her sensible to 

jM)thing but the tend^est kiixiety for the 

safety of a sifter so justly gloved. Thte 

house was, of course^ x^losecl ^^inst visitorl^ 

the whole day— -a day which not pnty Adda, 

Mrs. Erington and their brpther-in-law, but 

£very opaember of the establisbm^tit passed 

in alternate hope and tet*ror. The gentite 

and judicious £lkxDr> was adored by het' 

dependents, for hers were virtues and endear^ 

ing.qualitiessogenuinfeand consistent, that, 

lifter disusing anitnation and cdmplaefency 

.throughout the brilliant circle of a drawings 

room, she knew how to conciliate the love^ 

mingled with re8pect> of the humblest of 

her domestics. . ' 

; At length, thedoabts, thfe iearnj theagi* 
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tation that harassed every bosoii]> gav6 place 
to grateful, delight. Mrs. Erington^had the 
unspeakable pleasure of, being the first tb 
announce to Mr. Somerville and Adela^ the 
. birth of a little boy, and the safety of his 
mo her. The news spread rapidly through 
the household, and never was a collection 
of happier faces beheld. Mr. Somerville 
.^ve orders that a liberal testimony of hisr 
joy should be distributed amongst them; 
he embraced the tearful yet smiling Adela, 
— <iut capers round the room with her more 
wildly delighted sister, — and^ as a further 
solace^ to his overflowing heart, ran Up into 
the nursery to communicate to his two little 
girls the birth of their young brother. . 

During the whole ensuing* fortnight^ 
Adela dedicatied every hour to domestic en? 
gagements, and neither wished for, nor par-* 
took in any species of external gay^y. 
Lord Ennerdale, with a solicitude almost 
ii'aternal, sent daily enquiries, and during 
the. latter portion of this time, though Adela 
saw him not, being in her sister*s room^ 
he called repeatedly upon Mr. Somerville* 
Talbot Cleveland dined oi^ce, and occa- 
sionally spent the evening in Cumberland 
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Race: hut po one .else was admitted ,be- 
jrond the hall door. Mrs. Erington, though 
delighting in engagements abroad^ detested 
the trouble of receiving formal visitors at 
.home ; an4 Adela forgot that such peppl^ 

jas visitors existed. 

. • . . . .1 

. Yet the restless Alicia^ though perhaps 
pot quite so much immersed in dissipatioiiL 
as usual,, was far from being such a recluse, 
.^s her more temperate sjster. Her eveningf 
were nearly all spent from home^ and in 
the morning she amused Mrs. Somerville 
with detail? of what she had heard and seen! 
pr.iudulged herself in the pleasure of af-y 
fecting to laugh at| Adela*s faithful adtnirer^ 
Sir Patrick Harjey— ^ 

" He languishes/' cried she, " to see 
you shine forth ^ again, wd talks to me of 
nothing else,— In return for the patience 
with which I prevail upon myself to hei^r 
him, I should not at all wonder, if the ball 
which I have been so long trying to malce 
him give, should very speedily take place*. 
• — By the way, Adela, talking of.ballsr-*^ 
won't you go to Lady Isabella Annesley's I '* 

'^ When is it?' * . ' 
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" "I wondier whether yxm have reaHy ter- 
fatten, or whether this question proeeed« 
from missish affectation I You have hoide^ 
feow suspicious it sounds^ nor howattikzing^ 
ly. conscious yOu look, tit this very mo- 
ment, of your own duplicity !-^Wny thfe 
Call, my dear child, is next Thursday, Bnd 
I advise you to go to it by all means. ^ Eli-i- 
icior, by that time, will be almost able t6 
tlance herself, and I iam sure she does not 
wish to shut you up any longer, ril* tell 
you what, Adela, if you stay at home 
drinking caudle, and stirring pap, till my 
Bister's own confinement is over, people will 
liwear that yott have had a child too. And 
where will you find godfathers for both tb^ 
l^rats?' Elinor, you know, has Engaged 
,lLoM Ennerdale for hers ; so I believe that 
yau must, for yours, make application to 
Sir P&tricfc Harteyi. Poor man, he wbuld 
look a little astounded at such a solicitatioti 

m 

from the correct MisS Cleveland! Y^t, I 
dare say, the habit of ostentation is so in- 
veterate in him^ that he would mdike inag- 
.nificent christening presents. But pray, 
would you give the poo? baby its sponsor's 



ifgly niame ? Atid how, \( it was a grrf^ x^ovAi 
(hat maftCT be arranged? Would you. call 
ItPatrica?" ^ 

.; V^nd wish it .„ >ec«,.r g<,a^U 
oT its virtue, than a face and manner aj 
flisagreeabie as its godfather's T 
' '^'^ Oh, poor dear Sir Patrick I—/ though| 
him ugly once, but the view of his hduse; 
&nd of all the pretty valuables which it 
contains, has almost compelled me to' re- 
cant the injurious opinion, A wooden idol. 
When thickly burnished over with gold, and 
placed in a gorge6us temple, attracts wor-^ 
shippers, whatever may be the deformity of 
its features, or the intrinsic worthlessness of 
its materials.'* 

<* Might it not be asked, without any 
great impropriety," said Adela, half smiling^ 
** which, in such case, is the most respec- 
table— the idol, or its ;wrorshipper ?•• 

Mrs. Erington laughed, but said that she 
had no time to dec|de the question at that 
moment : and Adeta, urged as much by her 
own wishes, as by the joint persuasion of' 
both her sisters, determined to accept Lady 
Isabella's invitation. 

The day preceding this pleasant engage- 
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mentf Julius^ for the first time since Mrs. 
Soincrville^s confinement^ paid a visit in 
Cumberland Place. His treatment of Ade • 
la was cold and ungracious : but to the two 
pther ladies^ he was somewhat more cor 
dial. — On being reproached by them for so 
seldom shewing himself^ he promised^ un- 
less his father^ whom he now hourly expect- 
ed, arrived that day in town, he woald dine 
with them. None of the party knew till 
thus informed of it, that Mr. Cleveland was, 
on his journey. The two elder sisters ex-? 
pressed much satisfaction at the news ; but 

Adela^ ever conscious, at that name, of a. 

» 

sensation of awe, said nothing ; — yet would 
have given millions to have felt equally enti- 
tled tp rejoice. 

After waiting for Julius nearly an hour^^ 
the family had just assembled round- the 
dinner-table, when he abruptly entered^ 
He said, in excuse fox his tardiness, that 
his father alighted in Hertford Street ;at the 
very instant that he was meditating to set 
out ;— 

" I would then," continued he, ^^ have 
given up my conditional engagement ; but 
the proposal was opposed, though my father 
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kept .me so long to hear all the grievaAces 
which he had met with upon the road, that 
I began to think, as he had already dined 
himself, I should lose all chance of obtain- 
ing a meal any where." 
/ Mr. Somerville and Alicia now- earnest- 
ly. enquired how the traveller looked, and 
what sort ot spirits he appeared to be in. 
- " Oh, he looks as well as ever, for aught 
I see/* cried Juliusj—*" not quite so youth- 
ful and handsome, perhaps, as his evergreen 
brother : but they both get a dip in Medea's 
cauldron once in seven years, and are the 
finestpair of beaux immortal, I ever beheld. 
*-^His spirits^ I can say nothing about ; they 
are as good as usual : but after all, ^hcy huve 
never deserved the name, sitice I have known 
him. He talks, and listens, and moves 
abou£, and performs all the accustomed ac- 
tions of a. living man, save laughing ! I can- 
not remember any occasion on which I ever 
heard him proceed to such an. excess ; and I 
am very certain, that with a little retrospec- 
tive nieditation, I could exactly specify the 
number of times that I have, in one ' and 
twenty years, . seen him smile, f 
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^* Ydur exuberant gayety," said Mr. So*, 
merville^ *^ probably overpQivers hina." r 
" I assure you, very honestly, that when 
he and I zxeMterh-t^tey I give, him mighty 
little reason for that accusation ! — I love my 
father— I have no fear of himr-^and yet, for 
the life and soul of mo, I can never hel^ 
sinking into vapourishiiess if I am left tw 
long alone with him. He pretends to no 
wit himself, and certainly has not, in any 
d^ree, the faculty dT causing it in oilier s.'^ : 
Julius accompanied Mr. Spinerville inj* 
the drawii^-room to tea,and spent the^ gr^tT 
eist part of, the evening with fiis fs^oiily. H^ 
«aid that he was going out of town in twa 
4ayf^^ but expected tQ be baek in less than. ^ 
week;, and if Mr. Soii>ervillerwasMft©M4*«adjf- 
better provided, hp begged that he might 
have the .pleasure of standing godfather tp 
his young nephew. 

This offer considerably embarrassed Mn» 
Somerville, who was amply stored, in the 
persons of Lord Ennerdale and Mr. hxivx^ 
Jey with sponsors for the new-born heir, and 
!who yet felt almost equally reluctant either 
to refuse his brother-in-law. or to inform 



hiM who were the friends by whom Kis re- 
quest had been anticipated. However, he 
saw no means of avoiding the aeknowledg- 
ment) and after many cordial thanks^ sin- 
cerely explained the state of the case. 

The cti^untenance of Julius fell on receiv- . 
ing this intelligence, tftid he recovered not 
his good-humour the whole evening. Mr. 
Annesley, one of the nearest coiinectionft» 
flMdtb^most intimate friend of Lord En«- 
nerdale, Was almost as abhorrent to him as 
L6rd £nnerdale himseSf : ^nd hoth thetr 
ifatoes were hateiut to hijsears. 

Actujated 'by none of the foresight of art, 
or the promptitude of Ihabitual mystery, 
Adetia had omitted to remove from observa- 
tk>fi the card of invitation which had been 
sent to her and Mrs. Eringtori by Lady Isa- 
b^Da. It ky upon the chininey, with two 
or three others, and Julius, in his progress 
round the room, mechariically takmg up 
whatever struck his sight, espied and began 
reading this card. 

No sooner were its contents ascertainedf, 
than flinging it disdainfully down, he snatch- 
ed up a fight, and said abruptly to Adela — 

*^ I want to speak nvith you :— come into 
the next room/' 
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Adela> though not much pleased at being 
summoned in so dry a tone of command^ 
arose and followed him. 

** Onceniore/* said he, as soon as they 
were by themselves, " I will be fool enougk 
to try my influence over your mind ! No- 
thing can be less sanguine than my hopes cif 
prevailing : but it. may do some good to 
prepare you for what you have to . expect^ . if 
you obstinately persist in refusing to Hstea 
to me. I see, amongst your other ihvita* 
.tions, a card for a ball to-morrow, at the 
Anneslcys* I suppose^ you fully meanly 

go?" 

^* Yes, we do.* 

^^ Then, let me apprize you, that of all 
the engagements which, so immediatery oil 
,my father s arrival, you could acc^tj I kaow 
of none that would, so deeply and irrecoH^ 
cileably oflfend him ! ** 

And why, my dear Julius r 

For this plain reason : that the Annefr- 
leys are connected with Ennerdale! Your 
extraordinary abode in Portman Square, he 
b . probably unacquainted -with ; at least, / 
never communicated it to him, and it i^ 
unlikely that any one ^Ise ^ould. But in 



I 
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London^ his own eye will be upon you. He' 
mixes much in the • world, when his health 
will permit it, and hears whatever passes in 
houses of fashion. This ball will be no 
secret to him; and through some channel or 
ether, you may rest assured, that be will 
learn you were present at it. Are you per- 
fectly indifferent to the impression which, 
at the very outset of his residence in 'Lon- 
don; such a report will produce upon his 
ftiind?** 

*/ This isla cruel question, Julius, and iin-* 
plies a doubt 'which I have never provoked r 
You - know that i hafvfe the greatest dread of 
doing! any thing whidh might ^trfengtheii of 
confirm my fathe^^'s aversion.** But an action 
so . immaterial as this, — an^ engagement, 
which, were they both in health; both my 
sisters: would accept, I cannot see why it 
should be a so much greater trespass in me 
to. accept likewise." ' - « . j 

" You . are. less undtsceming where yout 
secret inclinations are Jess interested ! How- 
ever, I have.done,— if you ehuse to go, take 
the consequence.'* . 

^^ T0II me what the consequence will be I 
Tell me why there is more iitopropriety in 
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!|eeing Lady Isabella and Mr. Anh^i^y at 
their own house, than in meeting them con- 
tinually here ? ** . ; 

^^ Lady Isabella and Mr. Annesley!" re- 
peated Julius, ironically — " and why so^ 
affectedly studious to omit the n^me of En- 
iferdale — of your pre-determined partner, 
perhaps ? " 

^^ Indeed he is not ! I have jsterer seeii 
him since the invitation arrived*'* . 

^^'Then, see him not to-morrow. .Febd 
not his. vanity bv going; in search, of his 
i(ociety I When you me^t .him hec^ it msyr 
be supposed that ypi^ are a paasiine. memfair 
of the family, intent neither upon allpriiig 
nor repulsing; him. If y^n ruui m seamhiof 
him amongst bis owq connectiona — if, foD- 
getting or disr^rding. thf di98|f»^obati0n. of 
]fou£ father and ycmr b^tliflp, yaa JSoaa^ 
yourself upoQ, Uia attentioor— what .conoki«- 
»ions do you not give thkt £ai.tlier imd ha^ 
. ther a right to draw ? Alicia must do as'iihe 
pleases-^she is impenetrable against remoa** 
strance, and too. ^alous qS her own iikbe* 
pendence to pay any regard to^ tbq wishes- of 
her connectiona. Is that the case with you^ 
Adela?" 
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" *' N6, certainly r* replied she. And'then, 
After a* short silencfe^ she added — ^* since ydu 
make so urgent a point of influencing me in 
this affair^ I will, though with considerable 
F^et, ' send aa excuse to Lady Isabella . 
Fcfir the paltry consideration of a ball, mo;re 
6p tes*, it is* hardfy worth while, my dear ^ 
Julfiis;, to run the risk of a serious quarrel 
tiithyou." 

Jutiu9, almost hopeTess of success, was 
struck by tibe kindness of this answer, and 
gratified by the look of perfiect good-hujhour 
Wfib which it Was uttered. He 'shook her 
by the hand ; called h(er a dear girl, and 
jMfimi^d widi her'iiitb^ the fronl room, high- 
ly* pleased at tfi^ termkiation of iheir confer 
i«6ce. 

When it was known*, the'next day, that 
Aldela had abandoned all intention of going 
in the evening tc^ Fortman Square, both heY 
^9tets attributed the change in h6r purpoie 
tb the interference of Jnliuis, and blamed her 
unsparingly for her toa great fetcility. She 
neither acknowledged nor denied t^ie charge, 
but adhered immoveably to her present deci- 
sion— and endeavoured also to adhere td it 
without internal murmuring. Yet sq<ne 
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strength of mind was nepesstiry to accom- 
plish this. There were individuals who: 
would be present at this ball^ whom sb^. 
earnestly wished to see ; she was fond of 
dancmg ; at Mr. Anneslej^s^ ^he was^almq^t 
assured of being ei^aged by such partners^ 
as ^he most highly approved, ^nd a Jonger 
intermission than usual in her amusemeiftSj;. 
would have given a double zest tq the c^-^ 
pected gayety of the evening- But it itos. 
not to be— and afraid of trusting herself to: 
too much taeditation, she determined not« 
to spend a. monient of.tho day either int; 
solitude or. inactivity. 

When Mrs. Erington was ready to setr 
out, finding that she could not, quite so 
philosophically as she had hoped, bear tO: 
se^ her in her ball attire, Adela devised 
some pretext to avoid e|itering the dravnng^.. 
roopn till after her departure* 

Talbot. Clefeland had ^md that day in> 
Cun^berland Place, and not being amongst 
the number of those who were. invited toj 
the ball, Mrs. Somerville ^sked him to; 
spend an hour or .two quietly with her and' 
Adela in the d;:es^ing-room. 

He accepted the proposal with pleasure ;; 
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but afiraid of fetiguing his friendly hc>stes9^ 
would have departed early. Mrs. Somer- 
rillie, fioding that he had no other engage- 
ment, opposed the design, and said— 

^^ Since you are so apprehensive of being- 
a trespasser in this apartment, Adda ^hali 
go down with you irito the drawing-room,- 
and give you a little music, or at least -find 
entertainment for you till the hour arrives 
at which you would take leave, if Mr. So-^ 
merville and Alicia ,were at home." 

She then shook hands with him, and hc«^ 
followed Adela down stair^; 

*^ I am extremely glad," said she, declin- 
ing the seat which he would have placed 
for her at the instrument, *^ that this op- 
portunity is afibrded me of speaking to you 
without fear of interruption. Elinor knows, 
that I have particularly wished to question * 
you in private, ever since your retuca from 
Scotland. The information I drew from ^ 
you some time ago, has ' by no means satis- ' 
fied me. I want to hear much more about 
my poor mtther than merely that she is 
well. Discard all mystery then, my dear - 
cousin, and tell me, plainly and unreserved- 

VOL. IV. s 
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lyy every thing th^t you know relatmg to 

ber." 

. Talbot ha4 nothing pleasant to add to &e 
information which jie had already given her, 
and wished exceedingly to escape the neces- 
sity of furnishing her with, farther intelli- 
gence. 

*^ Are you not,** said he^ ^': a little un-: 
reasonable in your expectations? — What- 
additional accounts can you hope to obtain 
from one who was only indulged by Lady. 
Bosalvan with 9. ^^e minutes audience^ and 
even during that ^hort time could not speak 
to her except in the presence of a third 
person?'* 
^M am prepared/* said Adela^ alarmed at 
his evasive mannef, ^^ fgr something paininK 
Your looks and guarded language, assure, 
me that you know more than you are willing 
to wound my feelings; by di^cjpsihg* : But ; 
dismiss these friendly, ptsrh^ps^ but now# 
suspicious precautions, ajid confess tp m» 
the simple and unvarnished trutb^** . . 

Thus urged, young Cley^lai^d g^thpred. 
more courage—- 

** ypur mother, my dear cousin/* .cried 



\ 
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Ife, '* has, I fear, delivered herself up to 
evil and to selfish counsellors, and when I 
ri&ached Pine Lodge, was on the point of 
patting the seal to her own future misery !** ^ 
Adela turned pale, and sat down ; b"ut. 
without withdrawing her eyes from his face,^ 
she awaited in silent dismay a fuller expla* 
nation. 

" Talbot, with evident reluctance thus went 

• .. • » 

on-— 

*^ Her house has long been beset, and 
her ear exclusively engrossed by a confede- 
racy of the vilest parasites — the most de-^ 
sfgning, and, I suspect, necessitous hangers- 
on. The principal of these, a Mrs. Came- 
ron, raised from indigence and vulgarity, by 
a marriage of which she was every way un- 
worthy, to a station of comparative respect- 
ability, has a brother^ a coniplete adven- 
turer, who, after trying a variety of means, 
none very creditable, to shake off poverty 
and insignificance, at last had recourse to 
the double occupation, or rather drudgery, 
of an author, and a strolling player. This 
man, though no longer young, is reported, 
for I have not seen him, to possess consider- 
able advantages of face and person — in short, 

E 2 
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a^ded by the machinations of his treacherous > 
sister^ what will you say, my dearest Adela, 
when I tell you that he has won your 
mother's regard — and obtained her hand ?" 

Adela^ profoundly grieved, but scarcely 
experiencing a moment's surprise^ sorrow- 
fully c«t up her eye., .nd^d- / 

*' I feared as much ! ' 

'* Had you, then, ever heard of his exis^ 
tence before ?" 

^V I heard of it," answered she, '^ with 
the most fearful anticipations, whilst I was 
still at Pine Lodge, and was long tormented 
with vague conjectures of his sister's pur- 
pose, after I came to town, A letter, which 
I ought to have received much sooner, but 
which only reached me a short time before 
your return, gave me but too great reason to 
fear that my mother would surrender her* 
self to unresisting prey to the avarice of 
these worthless schemers. The letter to 
which I allude, was written by my mo- 
ther's maid ; who, after detailing to me the 
machinations carrying on by Mrs. Came- 
ron, exhorted me, in the strongest manner, 
to endeavour to counteract them, by addres* 
fling, without delay, the most earnest re- 
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monstrance in my power^ to her deluded 

lady."— ' . . 

" And did you ?" enquired Talbot — 
** Yes, but with all proper deference— 
and with very httle hope, if any, of pro- 
dacing conviction.'* — 

^^ As affairs have now turned out,**, re- 
sumed Talbot, " I am heartily sorry that 
you ever wrote at all. I heard, but without 
jgiving credit to the assertion, or being able 
to comprehend upon what grounds it rested, 
that Norris, poor Lady Rosalvan's success- 
ful suitor, had declared himself your irre-^ 
jconcileable enemy. There can now be very 
little doubt, that, your mother shewed him 
your letter ; and thence the resentment he 
00 msolently avows I** — 
* ** I can only hope,** said Adela, ^' that 
an enmity against which I am so happily 
protected^ will not recoil upon his melan- 
choly dupe. "What conduct doeis he observe 
towards her, and what are the prospects she 
retains for her future life r*' 

^* I have little to state,'* cried ' young 
Cleveland, ^' on either of these points^ that 
will give you any comfort. This rash mar- 
riage has connected Lady Rosalvan with a 

£ 3 
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M^hole group of harpies^ unieeliDg;^ UB|iriA-' 
cipled^ and systematically bent upon b€h 
reaving her of every shadow of indepea- 
dence. Mrs. Cameron^ and her motherTin^ 
law^ have taken up their permanent abod^ 
at Pine Lodge^ and suffer its^ now^ merely 
nominal mistress^ to admit the approach of 
no human being till after they have ascerr 
tained the object of the visit. The five 
thousand pounds which it is well knowot 
thajt she has to bequeath at her decease^ .and 
the j}resent advantages which they derive 
from the participation of her alloted income^ 
seem to be the chief tnotives of this suspi-: 
cious vigilance* But another reason for itj 
doubtless is. the shameless insolence of their 
own conduct to their devoted victim. They 
have dismissed all her &vourite domestics^ 
and substituted others entirely new, and 
more subservient to their interest. It can-, 
not be said that they riot on her spoils^ 
since such is their industry to accumulate 
by immediate savings every thing which 
they can for an uncertain hereafter^ t^at 
they have fawned or frowned her into aiK 
immediate resolution of parting with her 
bprses and carriage— ^of shutting up all the 
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best part'of tbe housci — smd of living, when 
Nbrris is absent^ witfo a parsimony so sordid^ 
that it nearly excludes the coixiinonest cotn* 
forts of liffe-. The person from whom I 
reeeived all this distresrsing information^ is 
the poor discarded Mrs. Temple^ On head- 
ing that my name was Cleveland^ shelsoiight 
•Bie out at the miserable little inn^ wh^re^ 
ki! hopes of !obtazmng a second and mofe 
•wliafacti^ interview with* L^y^Rdsalvaft^ 
I ][irevHil^ npdid myself- to remain duvii^ 
twb days. - 'Her heavt was foil; and^it se<Sim* 
^ a reliief to h6r to find some' dnei itillii]^ 
-t0 listto to her just regrets j an^ to hear her 
heavy catalogue df unrnferitfed injuries.^V^ 

/^' Alas I poca' Mv^g. Tmtiph f" iifiterrupt^ 
Adel'a, ttncerely grieVed for her, ^^ after a 
^ithfuL servittidfe dF ^nearly i^enty years, 
ebe waa, indeed, entitled' to a better recoid- 

. ^^ Shd is WW," i^sitmed Talfedf, *^ tiirTCd 
adrift, with nooth^r r(gttitifia^aii6nlhan the 
b*er payment of Her ws^cs, and no better 
prospect than tliat, advanced as she already 
IB in years, of resuming a lifo of dependence 
in some other family. Indignant as she is . 
howe(fer, «he had the justice to acknowledge 

E 4 
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that of all the wretches who now surround 
.your infatuated mother^ Norris, undeserving 
.as he is^ seems the least grasping and the 

least detestable* He has not, hitherto, 

treated Lady Kosalvan with open contumely, 
. nor aggravated to her by his own arrogance 

the tyranny of his female associates. But 
. he is seldom at home, and the dissolute com- 

panions whom he introduces into the house 
, whenever he enters ity shock your mother 

as much as his long and frequent journeys 
.surprise and alarm her. Such, my dear 

cousin^ is the painful history which I brought 
• from Scotland, and had determined to keep 
lodged within my own breast. You hav« 
now drawn it from me — but to what other 
.purpose than to afflict your own heart T' \ 
^' And what right have I," said Adela, 
.weeping at this gloomy picture of her mo- 
ther's fate^ '^ to expect that affliction wiH 
for ever spar^ me ? — I think not of myself, 
however, at the present moment. Tenfold 
. is the sorrow that I would endure to contri- 
*bute to the emancipation of: the unhappy 
Lady Rosalvan from her hopeless and de« 
grading bondage T . 
At this Kpomeot the drawing-rpom door 
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flew open, and the voice of Mr. Somerville 
was heard, saying — 

^^ Go in there till I come down to you/' ♦ 

Adela and her companion turned their 
heads, and in the person thus ushered in^ 
beheld Lore! Ennerdale. 

It would be difficult to decide which in^ 
dividual present looked at. that pipment the 
least gratified at sight of the other. 

Lord Ennerdale casting towards Talbot^ 
a glance compounded of anger, ^ astonish- 
ment, and the deepest mortification, remain^ 
ed fixed upon one spot near the open door^ 
too indignant to speak— too much confound- 
ed to move. Adela, hastily drying her tears, 
attempted to rise, but agitated, and half 
terrified at the Earl's unwonted hostility of 
countenance, her limbs trembled under her, 
and pale as marble, she was forced to keep 
her seat. . 

Talbot alone preserved any tolerable comr- 
posure. Yet, ofiended by tbe haughty air 
with which he had been regarded; con— 
vinced that in Lord Ennerdale he beheld a 
jealous lover, and no liess inclined ta hate 
him in that character, than to envy .the 
supposed influence which he possessed, Tal- 

X 6 
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bQl. eyed him with reciprocal regentment^ 
and deigned not to utter a syllable, or to stir 
from his i>laee. - , .. 

At length the- Earl, with lips that qtiiver- 
ed as he sppke, and cheeks that glowed with 
ill-suppressed emotion, addres&ing^ himself 
to Ajdelay said-^ 

" I bf g your' pardon foi* this intrusten-^ 
Mr. Somerville led me hitbern-^he knew not 
tfagt' ydu were engaged.!* ' 

And then, slightly bowing, he precipiy 
tateiy retreated'*— flew down the ifftairs, and 
was out of the house in an instant* 

Adela^ on hearing the street door close 
after hind^ threw herself back in her chair^^ 
and! dovering her face 'with her handker-^ 
chief, gave to" the dejected Talbot every 
reawQ. to-susptet, that she was again,* and 
with inertesed bittemiess, shedding tears.- 

Mr« Somerville now came eagerly runningr 
dowir ftom bis wife^ft apartment. * * 

' At sighjt of young' Cleveland atone with. 
Adda, be started — 

« Wbfere,- erled be, ^^ is Ennerdalc ?*• 
^^ Gon^,** Ironically answered Talbot« 
; '^ Qone ?-^and wh^erefore did he go ?•* 
.^^ Perbaf]^ to cool hfms^ by a walk f''-^ 
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f^. Why, wliat hw been th^ mAtier?-^ 
What^ f^s pagsekJ^-^TelL Hie, TdlbW, an4 
tell oieiwm it chances/ t&dt you and Adelfc 
should be shot up here talfciiig by yourselves 
at such an odd titne ef the etrisning ? '^ 

^^ You-must give Bfte leav6 to say, Mfrl 
Somerville, that you have stated your qtaes^ 
tiofi ^ in very (^traordii^ry ' terms 1 ** tried 
Talbot^ with sojJie heat. 

^^ I have stated it very intelligibly, aft 
kast^ Mr. Glevdfind! And it wonld^ be a 
great satisfactioii t& me if yot' would conde^ 
seend tovletyoiir Mm^vhe ^Hrflly exj^idtP 

^^ Must 1 then apologi2ie (ott i^bnfereiice 
of yout^ wifeV' propMitig ? Must I remind 
you, that as AddaV m^r felalloti/ it is posh- 
siblei may have bftd occasion to speak W 
bar upon fiimily affairs, Vfhich site knight 
be U|iwillibg- ta diibuss^ befoxe imy third 
person ?"* 

The petulant, but catidid Somervilte, nc^ 
smoothed Ms bro^, ^ aatid* reraming fais^ ae- 
eustomedl godd4iamoi»r> an^wered*^ 

^^ 1 believe I have beeir crying too clot^tjt 
the ^^s^mple of our testy Mend- Julius l^^ 
But, my dear Talbot, you m\iBt fc^ve me^ 
and remember^ that when a man is conscioiw 

£ 6 
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he. has done a foolish thiiig# it is.spnMT con-^ 
jBolytioQ to him to quarrel with the firsC 
jierson^ friebd or foe^ whom he 6n^s iiki hi* 
;Way. J had no business to send Eiinerdale 
in here;so abruptly^ and I am' heartily aoriy 
mkp^ to have been betrayed into. any. thing 
like intemperance c^ language i to/ you> whJEl 
are one of the last individuals whAm, eithi^r 
on your own accouQt^ or my wife's, I would 
wish to offend." 

A concession not hsilf so ample would have 
.mfficed to appease Talbot, who, though not 
^inaccessijble to moody passions, waiB easy te 
<cpnpiliate^ and ever more disposed to ferg^ve 
the faulte pf otheils than his own. He now 
iranHly shook Mr. Sonperville by. the hamjk, 
.at the same tha^, bidding him > good ji^ighlb 
:And ^heui whisper^g to. the stiH motic^less 
.Adeja^ an ai^tion^te ^^ Heaven bless you I? 
he quitted the room, and immediately afteiv 
ibe: bouse, • _ 

.• As soon as he. was. gone, Mr. So^lervillf 

took possession of the chair which he had 
just vacated, and would have entered with 
-his wsteMn-law into an explan^ory conyer^ 
^satien : but slowly raising her head, Adel^ 
jMlit impatiently, l^lf iu jsprrow, f^pswered-r* 
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' '<^ Do^not talk to me, my dear Mr. So- 
toerville, to-night ; I am sick at heart— sick 
4jf mjself, of tile world, and all that it con^ 
tains!^' 

"' She arose as she ponounced these words, 
aad leavitig Mr. Spmerville .utterly con-: 
founded at her singular language and man-' 
ner, retired to her room. 



CHAP. V. 

VICISSITUDE. 



) XfORB Ennerdale, devoured with jealousy^ 
disappmntment, and the keenest regtet, 
ted quitted the house of Mr. Somervillie in 
^. state c^rmind too cruelly disturbed, to 
^wnture immediately on a rerappeara'ncQ 
antfidst the gay throng at Lady Isabella's^ 
He paraded a considerable time through the 
macent streets, his thoughts all in tumult^ 
hia resolutions all unfiled— 

** Why was she thus privately conferring 
fwith Talbot at a time when indisposition 
was madet^e plea for her not appearii^g at 
mj^ sister's? : Why wAs she ^^eping ? Why 
Wj9)8 she so^ .ev^dentlyr cotiAifiied( by m^ unr 
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expected' Qitraace ? -^ Hate he then ieaUy 
tOQcbed her heart? ^md must I thtia &ubniki 
to lose her B . , t^x^-^hy all that I iQoat prize) 
under Heaven, I will not so passively re^ 
nounce berl^An undeserved, an onwostliy 
suspicion of her purpose to encourage Ibr^ 
ley has influenced me to stand . aloof toci 
long. I seem now to be suffering the joal 
penalty of my infatuated silence ! To-mor* 
row shall rescue me from a~ state of such 
intolerable suspejise. . I will enter into open 
competition with this dreaded Cleveland; 
1 will tell her .how unspeakably dear she is 
to my h^art^ and how latterly . incapiahlb I 
feel of resigning her patiently to a^^rripBJU 
Adela is too nobfe minded to waiter in hoi 
ehoicefmm any worldly Jxu)tive;T-^she wiU 
deal with me honourably and frankly ;f->^ 
when assured of the psssion whkh shehai* 
inspired, she will at once ccmfess,. that she 
has no heart left to besta:ww^or she vf iU 
smile encouragement upon my happiest 
hopes r*— 

Thus determining to rest his cause onthe 
bsue of the ^ext day's avowal, he gradualljT 
became calmer ; the throbbings of his agi* 
tated bosom subsided^ and^ retracing hit 
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itepiT to Mr; Ann^slfe/s/ he ag&in 6nter6^ 

the baiWoofti with boks nearly as unrafikd 

as ftie most un impassioned man present. 

Tq the incaatious rattk of Mrs. Erington 

the untoward events of the night were to be 

attributed. Instantly on her entrance at 

Lady Isabella*s^ accompanied only by Mt> 

Soraerville^ she had beeh accosted - by Ldrd 

Ennerdale for the purpose of enquiring aft^r 

her Mster. The long interval which had 

elapsed since be and Adela hiad met, gave 

double fervency to his wish of seeing her 

that night. He l&id aJmodt forgotten the 

puiniu! surprise which her Visit at Sir Pa--* 

trick's had occasiotied him ; he had almost 

foi^ven her abrupt desertion the day tha^ 

Iftiilbot' met them upon the road ; he thought 

of nothing but the joy of again beholding 

and tbe dedight of ag&in conversing with 

her. 
To his eagerinterro^tions, Mrs. Ering-y 

ton carelessly, and almost laughingly, an- 
swered— • 

^^ Ob, she has got a head-ache. and a cold,; 

and I am commissioned to make speeches 
for her to Lady Isabella/* 
^' If we inay judge by yourcountenanoe/ 
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«aid the disappointed Ennerdale, ^* she is 
no very severe sufferer from either of these 



causes !'* 
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Now, pray don't watch my counte- 
Inance when I merely repeat what other 
people bid me say. Remember that I. am 
only answerable for what I assert of myself." 
' Turning to Mr. Somerville, Lord Enner- 
dale now gravely said — 

^ Can you at all conjecture wh^t induced 
your sister, if not really ill^ thus severely 
to disappoint us ?" 

' Mt. Soijierviile was beginning a warm 
protestation of his entire ignorance npoh the 
subject, when he was interrupted by the 
approach of Mr. Annesley — ; ^ 

■ ** What have you done with the fair 
Adela ?'* cried he — 

^' Call her likewise the faithless Adela P* 
cried his brother-in-law—" she means to 
. defraud' us of . her presence.** 

^* Is not she then coming at all :** 

^^ • 

Mrs. Erington shook her head and 
shrugged — 

^ *^ But what is her pretext ? What ex- 
cuse does she send J** 
^ ^J She pleads a cold and a. head-aotiel*^ 
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" Neither of which you believe to be real ? " 
. Mrs. Erington smiled, and again most 
significantly shru^ed — ^^ This being the 
case/*- resumed Mr. Ai\nes]ey^ **. I insist 
iipon it, SoHierville, that (you go back to her 
with our protest against so inhuman a ca« 
.}urice. Here comes Lady Isabella, who^ I 
am sure, will second the resolution.** 
,' Her ladyship, on hearing the affair stated^ 
readily voted for Mr. Somerville*s instant 
departure on his embassy. 

*^ Oh,, she wpn*tcome, you may rest per- 
fectly assured ! " cried Mrs. Erington— -^^ If 
all .my teasing had ho efiect, I defy Mr. 
Somervine*s eloquence to shake her stubborn 
purpose. However, he may try. — And 
ihfndd you succeed,** added she^ turning to 
her brother, ^^ tell her> that wheni she ar* 
rives^ I will go down and bring her into thd 
ball-room.** 

Mr. Annesley now whispered to Lord 
£nnerdale««- 

. ^^ Somerville sets out on this diplomatic 
negociation, totally unprovided with cre- 
dentials : why do you not go with him, to^ 
vouch for the power to treat with which wq 
kave invested him ? '* 
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. Lprd Ennerctale eoloured^ hesitated a fho^ 
ixient^ and tben^ daitit^ off, overtoak Mr« 
SomervjUe on the stairs^— ; 

■ 

" If you [think/ cried be,: " that y^m 
•ister will see me^ I should like to accom^ 
P^ny you, and hear from her own- lipa the 
Reasons she gives for breaking her engager 
ment.** . i 

/ ^^ She will see you," said Mr. Sodierville^ 
^^ thei^e Call be no doubt ; but that, she witi 
favour you with any belter rei8diis:than riit 
h^^ already as^tgued to U4> I will.not with 
equal readine8s> pretend to proiDb&" 
. .On thb arrival of thd two gentlensien . i/t 
Mt* SoKnerViUd*s door,: some cf the. mart 
ler^ants were atandiE^ ypoB the steps^ tulkf 
ii^ with a g^up of domestics belon^ng td 
the ad^ixtiri^ bxHise. They tn^ck wa)r t^t 
thcHr manter and his friend^who tbtts,gfki«feed 
admittance without the necessity of kiiockii]^* 
. Bilioving thatiAdela wsasy as usuld,.tnhia 
wife's apartment, Mr. SomervjUe' iiahfired 
Lord Eri^rdale. into the dmwing^room in 
the h&sty- maimer whfich has been related^ 
and then proceeded to seek and being hen 
dQWri.. . . . . . 

But what paiuj what distuii>ante: bad tfadtf 
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ints!odhictk>n occasioned to the artless, but 
apparestly designing Adela ! She had de- 
cKned a gay and tempting engagement^ mea 
wiA efibrt td her own feelings^ from respect 
to what she was told would be her father's 
wishesr; she had exchanged for this exfaila^* 
rating scene an afflicting conference on fa* 
mily affairs; she had risked offending the . 
jljanesleys^ had pro¥oJced her brother-in-law^ 
aod called forth the censure of both her 
»8teni — and ail to what piirpose ? 

^^ To none/ criid she, *^ which I cart 
ever refleot ^pon without the keenest regreti 
What conclusion oui be drawn fiom my 
being surprked iii a conversation so strange* 
lyM;imed atid so earnest with Talbot^ but . 
this^ — that our interview was preconcerted^ 
and that^' On a £|Ise plea of indisposition^ I 
gave up the ball wholly on his account ? ** : 

Th^se reflections^ arid the mekncbolJD 
impression left upon her mind by the tale 
wbiofa she bad heard of h^r unhappy mo^ 
ther^ deprive her of refreshing sleep doringf 
the nighty and s^it her in the morhiog^ with, 
halassied feelings, ai>d eyes that betrayed the 
unsoundness of her rest^ to- the breakfaats 
tbUr;of hdr sister. 
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The moment Mrs. Somerville beheld her-i- 
" My dearest Adela/' cried she, aflfecs 
tionately extending her hand, " what is thb 
.matter ? Is the disquiet, the sadness, I might 
ahnost say, that is visible in your counte- 
nance, the efiect of your last night^s con^ 
ierence with our rousin ? " 
. *^ Not entirely^ dear EKnor ; some per- 
gonal chagrin mingles with the deep concern 
^dted by his representation of my poor 
mother's comfortless state. I will explaiTt 
to you my meaning ; but let me 'entreaty 
that what I have to say may never be men- 
tioned before Alicia,'^— and, as all remon- 
strance would now be useless, forbear like- 
wise . to enter into any discussion of the 
fubject with Mr. Somerville/' 
. She then, abridging and qualifying the 
recital us much as was consistent with vera* 
city, communicated to Mrs. Somerville her 
mother's ill-advised and nK>st ill-boding 
marriage ; — ^and, afterwards, spoke feelingly,' 
but without asperity, of the awkward intro- 
duction of Lord Ennerdale into the drawing- 
Eoom, in the midst of her confidential dia- 
logue with young Cleveland. 

I participate, most sincerely,** cried' 
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Mrs. Somerville, when she had heard her to 
an end,<f ^ in the concern this alEiir must give 
yon : perhaps, dear Adela, I even regret it 
more deeply than yourself," 

The entrance of Mr. Somerville at that, 
moment, withheld his wife from pursuing 
the conversation. 

'' My good little sister/' cried he, '' what 
sort of cue are yOu in this morning ? You 
played off such strange heroics last night, 
that I knew not what to make of you ! Are 
you come down from these altitudes ? And 
will you listen to, and answer a plain English 
question r'" , 

/' Yes,'' said Adela, " if I like its mat- 
ter and its manner ! ** 

^* I am glad to see that saucy smile, — yovi 
»ow look like yourself again. Well, then — • 
will you condescend to tell me, why you 
4rove poor Ennerdale away in such a furious 
hurry, and why you were breaking your 
heart so deplorably in company with Talboti 
Cleveland?'' 

*^ Lord Ennerdale drove himself wfzyi 
nothing was said,, nothing was done to mak^. 
him depart with so niuch speed. But,* in 
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my turn^ pray allow me to adk^ what mottre^ 
induced him to come ? " ^ ' 

^^ Your mad sister betrayed to him that 
your illness was all a mere feint, and he 
accompanied me hither with a slight hope 
of prevailing upon you to retract your resolu- 
tion of staying at home." 

^* He cannot complain that I was inexo- 
rable to his. pleadings--^for the fact is^ he 
never pleaded at ail ! "* 

" Why, what could he think of the dolo- 
rous ^tate in which he found you, and of the. 
sort of mystery that seemed attached to the 
conversation in which you were engaged? 
1 hardly knew what I was to believe myselt." 

^^ Believe simply this, my dear brother 
•*-that Talbot was announcing to me some 
very distressing tidings, which, though I am 
fuHy disposed to con6de to you, I must en- 
treat that you will let me refer you to Elinor' 
to eitplain some other time. I have told the 
story once thijs morning, and it grieves me 
too much, to be very willing to repeat it." ' 

Mr. Somerville, much concerned, now 
i^[ectionately said — 

" You should know of grief nothing but 
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tbe name^ xay dear Adela^ if I could in- 
fluence your fete.^ ' I cannot reconcile myself 
to the appearance of the slightest dejectiou 
upon your kind and open brow ! But come^ 
let us talk of other things : there will be' 
hours enough in the course of the day, to 
bear from Elinor the unwelcome particulars 
which you teach me to expect.** 
- l^rs* S<Mnerville then desired him to give 
them some account of the ball : 

" You must apply to Alicia for all that/* 
aaslwei^ed he, " I am the worst hand in the' 
world at detailing such matters.** 

^ Button qs-r-did Lord Ennerdale dance ?*• 
" Dance I He would have had his eyes 
to^h out if he had refused I That uncon- 
scionable old woman, Mrs. Rivers, was there, ' 
with her insipid daughter, and she almost 
raised a riot, and called in the aid of one or 
two termagants, as confident as herself, to 
oblige hito to stand up with the girl. The 
whole s<^ne disgusted and enraged me : and 
the more so, from observing, that many of ' 
Lady Isabella*s soi^disant friends, enjoyed it. 
The Rivers* are highly allied, and there 
seems a sort of confederacy formed, to dis- 
pose- of poor' Louisa to the best advantage/* 
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/^ How de^Foutly thankful o^ght I torb©,'* 
mentaUy cried Adela, ^^ that I was not 
there, to be exposed (by the very man who 
so severely censures these proceedings tn 
others) to similar observations, from those 
who saw him pursuing similar measures ! ^ 

She now solicited his escort into the Park^ ' 
and taking Lady Harriet Mordington with; 
her, they sat out on one of their accustomed 
rambles. 

f Adela had fre(][uaitly observed, duriftg 
these morning peregrinations^ which 9hti 
and Mr. Somerville sometimes extended as. 
far as Kensington Gardens, a Lady, mueh 
muified', up, but apparently ycnidg, walking 
slowly with a gentleman whose ghastly pale^ 
ness and evident debility, in suldition to the 
loss of his left arm, struck every beholde^ 
with compassion. Mr. Somerville judged 
him,^ though he could hardly explain on 
what foundation, to belong to the artoy. 

As she drew near the spot where this 
melancholy pair had usually attracted her 
attention—-" I wonder,** said Adela, " whe* 
ther we shall meet our poor sick friend to- 
day. I call him our friend, because, though 
^Oc know not who he is^ it is^ impossible not 
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I see .nothing: of hiqi, rbpwsTP?! i^Hm 
QidfAiiig,** cried Mi^.Soffi^viile, '' f^gp fel- 
low ! I ilhpijild not wonder if he^iya^ M iil^V 
liliaUet , to leaye < hi^ \^. lie; has ^l^^kfifl 
more' wA more reduced every tiipe |¥&$]^tiMj^ 
belield him.*' > - 

^ /5 r am afraid too/' resumed AcMa> "(<J>at 
he is poor! In sickness .qt in a^^. ^¥^ I« 
who stfect so much to disdi^in ;^e .^ar^of 
poverty, acknowledge it to he : ^e M^WiH¥k 
«f misfortunes J* '^ 

i M Poverty, in »the strict s«n»e^.qf ;tlhli 
word/' said Mr. SomervilLe^ -^ is.m>>^ii^m^ 
ncal grievance under ai7y.cirQQiQ9ton€^* 1^ 
Vtean not such poverty $» ; our j|i(3pA8M}€|ii9^ 
Alieia often complains of ; ;a p^vefty tbjit 
merely compete her to r^pr^as :6jint^^^ 
wishes^ and to withstand e^ra^vs^anfet^pta- 
tions: but I mean,, .the fear or. the j^^aUty,^^ 
wanting bread, . fiiel, coveriligi %ndahptpc>t 
Such indigence, or its remo)£9t pr^l^h^if^A 
]8.dreadful> . and ought to sham^ allwhP .4#C9 
repine at imaginary privation^." 

.They proceeded, still engaged, in sf^injipus 
discourse. upon the probable ^ilftU8i4$aa09* 
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of 'tbfs: anonymous ittvaUd, tiR inseasiilf ^ 
they had reached one of the nearest' €A^ 
teanfces into Kensington Gardens. > ' ' 
Let us go in a few mmutes^** said Ad^lii;: 

as well to give Lady Harriet an oppbr^' 
tunity of sitting down to relst h^nielf^ as iB^ 
Ascertain whether the sick stranger has beeni^ 
able to get so far.** 

Somerville had no will but hers^ and thby 

entered the garden. 1-i 

' It was yet early^ and scarcely a solit^- 

straggler dppeia^ped ia view — -; 

'^ I delight in this place when it is^lius' 
^uiet and uatenatited^** said Adela ; '^ thtfi^ 
is something in its rich verdure^ in the sud^ 
den contrast of ite shade and silence to'^t^ 
glare and hurry witbontj^q its extent^ itsr 
freshness/' arid tran)quillity^ that reposes at 
once both the ey^s and the mind.*" n 

* *^ If my days of courtship were to coiaicr 
over ag4ih,** said Mr. Somerville^ laogfaii^y^ 
<* * I think I would bring Elinor hither ta 
hear me breath my vows. ' When you are iojl 
love, Adela, you must lead your swain ta 
aaunter with you beneath these shades.** 
' Adda thanked him for the tundy ooonael^ 
aiid was leading Lady Hamet towuda m 
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l)m^> .whmi In on? of the idoove ^Mtof 
1^ far idistant^ she descried two figures 
tje^embling the sick officer, and his female « 
fidend: — 

• 

* • ^^ There, I believe, are our poor incog- 
nitos/' said she ; *f take one turn past them,r 
my dear brother, and bmng me word i/vhe-. 
thef my conjecture jls right." 
K, . JSoip^rville ' obeyed her ; but returning 
hastily after a momentary glance — 
V ^^ Adda,*" cried he, " have you any salts. K 
The poor young man, 1 believe has fainted/!; 
( ^ Adela flew to the spot, and beheld indeed 
^•stranger for whom. she felt so much; 
eODcern, leaning in a senseless and - almost; 
^'ing state, upon the shoulder of the lady 
who so constantly attended bimr-^ ^ 

':/^ Ah, madam,** cried the sympathizing 
girl, ** this is a pitiable Sight I — ^What assis-; 
tnce can we aflbrd;you? We have no 
canriage here to convey you home ; but thiSr 
gentleman could perhaps meet with some 
servant at tte palace willing t^ procure yoa 
one. Shall he try ? '* 

: The lady wept too much to speak, but 
l^owed' her thanks^ and Mr^ Somervilte in^ 
vtntly darted oC 
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t . A^dela had obs^ed near die gate, a po#r' 
man who sold ftuit and ^ Whey y and she new 
deter mined to^ apply to him fer the loan <^ 
a glass to bring the stranger a little water-^' 
^^ Willypu," said she to^he- lady, '^ ph^ 
init this ehild/ pointing to the young Hati^i 
ri^t^ '^ 'to remain a moment under your piti<^ 
tection?" ' . v^- 

. Then . hastening towards the gate, >^§ 
had, breathless and.patiting, almost t^hoimi 
it, when she .was suddenly encduntered^by 
Lady- Ennerdale.-— . . ^ 

> -^^ Miss Cleveland T exclaimed she^ greatr 
ly surprized-^^^ ^Are you here .alonc^* 
Ma'am?"* 

. '^ Oh no, no l-^-^But? I gafor some.reli6f^^ 
a glass of water, any thing. I can obtain^ 
for a poor . mdn . who is ill in: one of: these 
alcovfes." :•. 

v^^'You should not leave ihe^ardens :u8»»' 
protected!'* 

^< I shall be -perfectly Safe.-^ Who woul<l 
molest me at suchai^ hoar,} and iniSOipubUe 
a spot?** ' * - . » 

She resumed her expediti<?tts couwewhilgt 
thus speaking, ' and Lady EnMrdde^ scaroe^ 
ly knowing whether most to*aKlimre{her 
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6y butnanity^ or to disapprove a spirit which 
she deemed too adventurous^ felt ^herself 4|pi 
some measure cailed upon . to follow^ an ^ 
preserve her from any interruption. 

Adela, meanivhile. had reached the fruit- 
erer*s bumble standi and fully dB^cted her 

« 

purpose. She rejoined Lady Enn^rdak^ 
bearing a glass of water in her hand^ ajod 
anxious to hasten forward ^ with it to the air 
cove ; but her ladyshipi liddressrng to 'her 
Bome enquiries about the inyalid^ she wis 
obliged to accommodate her pacQ to the 
measured step of a companion •whi^B}^ at; tha( 
moment^ she sod.itt^.cki$iri^d. . ' >. ^ 

/^ "Si^^ho IS. the person^ ^ said thi^ Couijitess^ 
^^ for whom you: ^re giving y<Mir$elf thiv 
trouWec" , r, 

. ^f I neither ]^nQw his name, nor have ha4 
any distinct view of his face/' .answere4 
Aiiela'; and ^eii> ' relating briefly tl^e' sim- 
ple matter of fact^ she ended by expressing 
aia earnest hope that Mr, Somerville would 
be jEuicoe^sful in his endeavours to procure fof 
the feeble stranger some immediate convey-* 
mice home« ; ' 

L<tdy • Jlnnerdale paused for ft momenty 



^M TILAITS OF NATURE. 

' ** I have a carriage near the gate, whicft 
your protege and his companion are wel- 
icoiiie to make what use of they please ;' and; 
perhaps^ you and Mr. Sotherville will per* 
wit me, when you walk back to town, to 
accompany you. — I shall a little retard th6 
rapidity of your progress ; but that is the 
only inconvenience you will experience from 
admitting me to be of your party.** ; 

• Adela looked and spoke her thankis fo^ 
this considerate offer with great animatioh : 
and 'th^ Countess relaxing more and motd 
from h^r accustomed stateliness, now satid— ^ 

" You long, most probably^ at this vefy 
Qibment, to take wmg again, and to outstrip 
toy tardy movements. Give.nre the. watef^ 
and whilst I carry it safely to the alcbv^i 
¥un forward, if you wish it, to annbunCi!^ 
toy proposal.** ' ' '' -'^ 

Adela, hastily, but with real gralitud^i 
toymg — 

• ** How very kind and good your ladyship 
h !**• flew down the walk with the lightness 
of a fawn. "' ' 

The young man, breathing short, and 
rtHl unable to support himself, was, how-, 
ever, beginning to recover his perception—*'' 
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^* I bring yoit bappy news/' cried Adela^ 
addressing his companion.-— ^^ A lady is ap« 
pr^^aching who oflfers ybii fhq us.e of her car* 
riage home." 

; *' Ah, nuidam^** cried the female strangerj 
;'' bow 9an we ever sufficiently thanl^ yoii 
for the interest which you condescend to take 
in our distress ?" 

-' ^^ You owe me no thanks, most certainly, 
I have been wholly powerless to. serve you^: 
but here is one^ ab^e and wijling to be of 
«^real use 1^ ypu."! ^ 

Lady Ennerdate now joined them, ai^ 
. A4ela took from hei* the water^ and ])anded 
,it to the inY^lid. It appeared to refresh blA* 
.a^d h^ ajppied it with,, evident . pleasafy* 
Whilst thus engaged, . bjs hat no loi^r 
'^bbding his wan face, .and his ej^s being oc* 
-casionally raised : to look at his active ne|v 
acquainfoiice, an . ii^detetminate jd^ rushed 
;into Adela^'s mind, that she knew him. Her 
'IK>lour rose, apd ^he^was debating with^ 
Jiers^lf .whether tp ^ddress him inuneidiatcjy 
;by his nam^, or to wa}t till h? made, it m?* 
£|iife9t th&t;he. hfld.nq wish for concealmenti; 
i^fi^ben l4dy Sntii^rdale, who had herself bee^ 
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#eg«ii4mg tiiebl with great commiBeratfon^ 

*^ Is all this debility the remains 6f 4 
fever?" 

*^ N6, ttiadarii^" answered the yduhg and 
loVefy female sitting beside hitti ;^^ it is 
the eonsieqnence of what he suffered in the 
hands of an unskilful surgeon"— 

Atid sb^ directed a shuddering look 'to^ 

•W»K*I^ th*r vacant sleeve of bis cbat— '- ^ 

^'^ Is he in the army ?•• ' ^" 

'*^ Yes, madam; and he is but lateljr 

)Murtvdd from abroad.** — 

^ t lit^e'thaf he wbu? h)as good ptolfeW 
itHmtil ^i^^t^ncej and tiiany friends, Who, 
^^f&Oj^ 'h<^ m6r(> assidaou^, Ujte ii^oreei|^ 
riMifofed^tetidant^ than yourself/*— 
'^ Th^ ^ttUng Womaii silently cast dowii her^ 
f^sjr HM ihe c^lieeks' of her suffering cb»- 
^ifkib tv>er^ tinggd wiih a i&int blush. - 
Add^ wdttld now hkve given the wdrlfl 
-t4 i* albne with theni.— Evety sent^hcse 
4JNbl bid be^n ufterecl, a'nd every gbiu^ 
Wfai^ 1^ directed tbWardd the woiitideS 
ctt^r, eotividiced her; that she behdd in 
ttittiy pa{e> emaciatid; and halMyii^ as^fat 



f^ifieared^ her early companion, and the 
darling of his respectable fi^mily^ William 
Hampden! — How changed since last she 
had seen hioi^ How desolate now seemec\ 
hiB aituktion^ as well as sh'aJbtei^ hisr h6n- 
^titfition^ and annihilated all his brillianfi 
visions af . niilitslry distiiactioQ !-*t-Who hia 
beautifiilJbut hapless associate could be^ 
a^. what wece iAs (reasons for holding him-^ 
self sotcomplc^ly aloof from all his nattial 
connections^ she wished ino lesfi to learn 
^an i^e. was incapable of conjecturing; 
He appeared^ from the conscious and almost 
stolen looks .he sometimes cast towards her^ 
to hs^e^ .recolkcted her \)«rith nolens certainty 
than be .w^s recognized himself; but be 
either wanted Strength to speak^ or from 
spate private, motive/ was disinclined td 
filter into .any explanation in the presence 
of Lady -Ehnerdale. Adela had too* mncK 
ijciicacy to force him to a Teluctant acknow^ 
ledgttient : yet it w^ painful to. her to per^ 
severe, in treating, him ^ a' strahgeif^ and 
stiil mor&painful:^ to forbear' expressing th4 
jBincere' and deep' i^iction^ with which she 
bsbdld the,melaaoholy Tcsmlt df his'^nartfat 
enthusiasms 
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CHAP. VI. 

JUSTIFICATIONt 

Mr. SomerviUe now retiirned, followed 
by a man who seemed to be- an uodeK 
gardener^ and who- had profiered hia serrieM 
to get the invalid a coach at the Kensington 
gate ; and^ if necessary^ to assist in snp^ 
^rting him to it. Adela went forward to 
meet them, and related to her brottoer^ 
in-law her fortunate encounter with Lady 
£nnerdale^ and the loan which she hud 
proposed of her own carriage. The . gai'* 
dener was then dismissed with thanks^ and 
some more solid token of obhgation ; arid 
Mr, SomerviUe accompanied her back to 
the . alcove. . . ^> 

Young Hampden, still weakand trenim*^ 
lous, seemed to require an. interval of- yfet 
longer tranquillity^ 'ere he could safely ven*- 
ture to quit his present resting-place. Lady 
jEnnerdale desired that, he would not inirry 
himself; and thtu^. telling Adela that she 
^ould seize the moment to enjoy a part, at 
|e^t>~ cf : her accustomed ramble, she asked 
her^ half-smiling, and with some little besif* 



iatioiij i^hetber she tvfis top much fatigued 

to do her the honor of aecompstnying her-^ 
'^ Ohy no^*" said Adela^ ^^ I am accu^r 

.tomed to take much longer walks than this 

jua the country."— , 

^ r Leaving Lady Harriet^ therefore^ to the 

jpare of Mr. Somerville, who chose to n^ - 
jDiain with the strangers, she sat forward^ 

with her gradually civilizing companionu-i 
-,: f *. I never had the pleasure/' said - the 
.Cojuntess^ ^' of meeting you here before^: 
..it is almost my daily haunt. 1 am some^ 
^J^lmes. joined by my nephew ]p)nnerdale^ ai!4 
^half expect him this morning,?-^ , 

Adela's thoughts instantly rev^^ed ; to the 
^ scene of the preceding ^ evening, and she 
rheard this information vfith much disqui^^^ 

and an expression of countenance that d?* 
.noted a total; change in the, tone of her 

, spirits. - .....i.,.':t 

^ ^' Why,** said her pb$e;rvant <jompaniq^> 

^ after a short silence, " were you not j^t iry 

jdaughter's ball last flight :'| , ,, 

. . " I sent an excuse to Lady Isabella," sayl 

Adel9« " which, if it had been properly dc- 

Jivered* would fully have accounted for my 

absence."—- < . I .. . 

» 6 



^ Vt wis delivered by one to Whoni Jroi 
•ffiftlt devef ehtnlit ' a questionable opolbg^ 
1^^. She made sceptics of m iil\.^ 

*^ I rcjffly had a cold,** resuinedf Adeht*; 

^^ and if it has almost vanished this thbrtb- 

•> • , • « , • 

4ii^, toay I hot ascribe its speedy cure, to 
ffife *jircrdtenc'e of having fbrbbrhe, whiFst ft 
4iSii^; t6 fehter k hot and croivded baft- 

'" P^haps so ; jirudence on these ocdt- 

^iiVis^ is so tstf e Amongst young laaiesy lliat 

i^ \?i^iSJiinIy meHts aiikhtiost miraculous re- 

-^a^— Bttt I y/lfas aftiid that some little 

resentment hid instigsitea you to depriife 

fefella or your company/ ■"■ 

"Hfcfsehtmentr repeated AtJeta, ^'agamfet 
^oih, tiiadatn, crodld you suppose that I 
WvhoxirisZ atiy?** • ' ' 

BfeToi^tlie'Dbwager had time to answer 
this interrogation, raising her eyes, she bie* 
held Lord EnnehJale, just dismounted From 
ibiis horse, tetttering tfie garden. • 

*^ We must postpone,** cried she, ^^ aU 
fetther conversation upon this subject, ilere 
cb'mWs 'ftiy nej3iW. But 1 am bappy to 
^nd, kis^ Cleveland, that for past oiRnces, 
ycu We sp short a memory/* 



Adela ^arcely heir<i thr^ last if^ti^ce. 
"Thoagh isiost tthiidu^ that Lord Emrei'dali 

r . ..... . . ^ 

should be rAfbrmefd of the iiesiifeace ih t6wD*, 
iand disastrous circutaistances dF his fonhet 
playfellow and friend, Williatn Hampdenj 
she could ill endure the idea of seeing iiit& 
tigain with the frigid and displeased aspect 
Hbe had. worn the night before. She Teh, 
that it was impossible to clear herself froci 
^tfae imputation of having capriciou^ slight- 
ied Lady Isabella^ unless she betrayed the 
conference which had passed on the subject 
of her ladyship's invitation^ between herself 
and Julius; neither could she account fbr 
having been found in tears with Talbot, un-| 
less she published the unfortunate history- 
iof Lady ftosalvan. These were both such 
avowals as it would have been the heighth d( 
'^indiscretion to make; and ho means there^ 
"fore seemed left to her of ^reinstating herself 
in Lord £nnerdale*s good graces. 

Reluctant to -advance, shy of looking up; 
full of consciousness^ and almost dreading 
the first accent of his voice, what was her 
'surprise, her grateibl gladness, when, as he 
:iirew']iear, she heard him, in a tone of the 
liveliest pleasure, excfaimi-^ 
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> _ • » , - . • 

. ^^ How charmed I am at this unexijeoled 
jneeting ! My dear Lady Ennerdale,'* a4ddl 
he^ drawing her arm within his own^ '^ how 

• 

Jong have you been here ? And how did you 
and Miss Cleveland thus contrive to find 
.€aeh other out ?" 

^^ Accident, at firsty contrived it all/ an»- 
jiwered the old Lady : ^^ but design oq. n^ 
jpart^ ha» prolonged the interview beyond the 
jneasure, perhaps, of Miss Cleveland's pa- 
tience." 

She then detailed the manner of her meet- 
ng with Adela, and ^ve some account pf 
the wounded officer, - , 

'' And are you/* said Lord Ennerdalj^ 
addressing Adela,. ^^ wholly unacquaioted 
with the pgrson for whom you so beneT4^ 
lently exerted yourself ?** 

*M sincerely wish," she sorrowfully a|i- 
swered, ^^ that I could, in truth, say, ,1 



am."- 



He looked at her with much surprise^ and 
earnestly cried — ^ |. 

*^ Do I also know him ?— Who is he ?" . 

*^ Oh, Lord Ennerdale, he is one who.qai 
you loved ps a brother ;-r-who, when you h^t 
saw him, was fu]l of healthy spirits^ an^ 
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Hope ! He is now, deeded, maimed, and, 
Iftr what reason I find it impossible to guess; 
abandoned, in sickness, and in sufTering, bjft 
cvtery natural friend r • i 

'- Lord Ennerdale looked beart-^struck by 
this description — -l 

I *^ Ah, poor William !'* cried he, *^ I fear 
^ke ^melancholy picture you have drawn^ 
^^lies to him !** 
^'} *^ It does, indeed.^* 
- *^ And is he still in the garden }^ . 
\ ** Yes,— in yonder alcove.** 
1 ^^ I will go to him this moment. I owe 
every thing to his father, and in . saying 
J^Qt 1 have the affection of a brother for 
•William, you do me, dear Miss Cleveland^ 
«> more tilian the strictest justice.** 

Then turning to Lady Ennerdale, h« 
jdded--* 

i /^- I am solicitous that my first interview 
.with him should be without witnesses. R&- 
.main.here then, ' my dear madam, with Mist 
tClevdand, and she will tell you more cir- 
^^umstantially what the relations between us 
.havie been, an(i whence originates the lively 
interest which both she and I take in tim 

^yxmng, soldfertd Jfete.** ^ ^ ^ 
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viUe caofie up, to 8ay<^ thtt the 9ttrm^ nrm 

the carriage, and seemed ao^iom toidepM* 
without fotther! delay. . AuMfL todk hdA of 
his arm to prevent his goii^ badic to the 
ti^lcove, aiftd the. eail hastened forward - m 
the dtrectioh which ^he bad poi»ted oubibir 
him. - . .ifi* 

A few words sufficed to ^Te Lady Sndey^ 
dale air l3ie infqrmatioa which .wa6.neces«4 
sary to recal to her remembranee tiie edrlyi 
connectidn of her n^hew with Dr. Haihp^ 
den and his deserving family i and .she 
'readily acknowledged^ that to, the ^on df 
45uch a friend, every ^rviceandeyiay ccwa-. 
solation ih the earl's power tpjbestiaw^ wa»r 
justly 'ai^d undoul^tedly due* . . -^ i. . 

Lady Harriet had again placed hersieir 
"Under . Adela^s care, and the whole party« 
•continued . patiently seated ^near Jihe gate, 
till the re-appearance a£, Lord . finneniale. 
Jle was . slowly Walking arm in arm. with 
young. Haiopdeiiy and accompanied by. d^H: 
'young man's fai]?>^ and now, smiiing. ^asso- 
'Ciaxe*. .,.. « 

Adelay encouraged by a look ffqm thr 
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cari, arose and stepped forward alone tp 
meet them, and poor William, disengji^qg 
himself from his friend's support, frankly 
stteetched forth his hanfd to her,: saying witfe 
an air of ingenuoiEs self^reproachr— 

" I have been a most ungracious — J feai^ 
you think, ungrateful object of your Ibe^ej- 
voknce I But p?irdon me, dear Miss Oever 
land^—dear Adela, let me call you— aiid 
HBtke all the allowance in your ppwef, for 
the froward humours of a mind as dis^fui^ 
as the body which it now pnjy half aa^ 
matesi*^ 

Adela gave him her hand with :teaf8 
glistening in her ^yes^ aiid pressed his witji 
all the cordiality of a sister :, but her heart 
was too full for speech 7 ^nd Lojd E^nef* 
dale, observing herr ^motioi\, tried to dralv^ 
h«er attedtion towo^ds Williim's; ^oinps^ 
tiio^-r- • 

*' Thislady,^^ said he, '^ has claims upon 
your kindness, • whijch,- • Y^he^ji y9U know that 
she is the wife of our fHendi and his too^t 
t^>der nurse, you will, ;I ain sure, }iQt be 
slow to admit.^ . • . 

Adela was prepared for intelltgjqp<^:6f 
tlus nature. Yet, when she looked at the 
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■lovely anil delicate creature introduced ii> 
.her in so responsible a character — ^married^ 
At scarcely more than seventeen, to a de- 
-spotiding^ sick^ and indigent ensign, the 
pity which she felt for her was even pafii- 
itiliy oppressive, and she could only trans- 
fer to her in silent concern the hand that 
•she had before held out to William. -Tbfe 
-devoted young* woman received it with am 
aspect of gratitude, unmixed, howevn| 
with any symptom of self-compassion ; antl 
•preisently after^ they all moved forward. 

^^ Hampden declines at present,'* saiift 

^XfOrd Ennerdale, ^' the proposal which I 

^am most anxious he should acc^t, of a« 

^apartment in my house: but he promisev 

-^^in a few days, to become my inmate^arid 

then, in a few Weeks, I hope to tell yodj 

' that I] have' so ably assisted' Mrs; HaimpB> 

den^ that we have] nursed him into p^ifi^t 

^health.- . " 

- William moumiliUy shook his heatd,- hUt 

*made no answer ; and Adela, seeing hith 

4hus • heartless and despairing, thought df 

his adoring mothep— of his kind and respect^ 

-abje father^-^hd' to hide the tears wTiich 
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tfgain rushed into her eyes^ was forced to 
torn away her fece. ^ 

-■■ On joining Lady Ennerdale^ after young 
Hampden and his beautiful partner had been 
introduced to her^ they all accompanied 
ihem to the carriage, which, had no sooner 
driven off with its new occupiers^ than the 
dowager, who appeared to be as stout a 
walker ^is the youngest person present, too]( 
possession of the EarFs arm^ and led the 
iray towards town. 

At Cumberland Gate, Mr. Somerville and 
^dela bade her good morning ; she parted 
from tibem with great civility ; and her son-^ 
in-law continued faithful in his attendance 
iqpon her, till she reached her own door. - ^ 
i She was siletit a few minutes after the se^^ 
pf»ati6n had taken place> andthen> in an 
Moent of unusual kindness^ said««« 

. . a My dear Algernon, I diink it will give 
you pleasure to hear, that the conduct, thia 
morning, of your young friend Miss Cleve- 
latid, has made her appear, even to my pi-e"^ 
Iodised eye, in a very amiable point of 






- * '^ It certainly doet give me great pleasure^ 
answered he ; /^ but no aurpriae.T 



; ? Nor does it," reslimedi her ; lady«h}]% 
smiling^ " surprise awe much,, tofind you-i^} 
ready taotedit. the irresdstible power of . her^ 
attracttve quJaUtias !-— But will y oa^ ' foi^t* 
tne^ if I speak of her wit^ perfect unreserve? 
fr-I^ have Strang suspicioni^ that yau love her | 
and though I acknowledge ;tbe little right % 
haveibr interfenenoe^ and foresee the it ttt^ 
j>w»p^ct I . have : of being listened to ^y&t 
coDvictiQn,,y^t,..hewr.ine, atleaet, withpai^ 
tience> and with a firni . persuadion^^ tha^*4^ 
tmf ^ift inflMidnoed agaimjt this yoaitg lady^ 
^--persouliily e(i#^id?rfdr--^by JxahiMeroi^ 
of disjapprohationw'* . .; . ^ 

This,, op^niiig;'; sftid toffd jEuoeDdUiti 
cQuld yojkiJ)^ ^yt»x^-. of: the r^ent aub^eel 
i>f.n&yj3»edi*atio©^;.)ioi» w^idd ackiioyi^ki%ey 
ifiwell (}94cU1MM to ailanoi. lae. Butl/mij^ 
be conipletdy>; uiidisguisad witbi \ youi> 1 4«i«t» 
Madft0)i : il^Qltlpiing cam alani>; otey at pre^ 
wiAt.ik^k d^eajDot.pfocef^d Irfuoa Adel^'a 
o)Yo:Ilp9» I lioi Jose her rwd it is. my irmr 
voteble-purpoM^o inak« pXofX>8iila t^ .her| 
Of :their eV^<i;.l am 5f hally ,uiV7ertaiti ;, but 
should it be propitious^ I hope to 6btaii» 
flfow yott| tery shortly, ,^ feydumhle recep- 
tion for hef aa my. wife. . Sp^re^ spare nm 






(iieit> dear^ lisuiy -Ennerdale^ -iull unavailing; 
i^preaentationsJ J^kuow the worst that yon: 
<mn $ssy;' I kiiowttbat Adela> has a iho<^er,^ 
who> by some^. may.be tohsidered- as reflect--^ 
ing disgrace upoti her * ^^^ghter. : But shalt 
i think thus 2 > 'ShalL I fo;rget^ that : whatever 
tiay be the principles- of that mother, shtf 
hfta been in no daiiger brcoi>ta«nindtion f ron 
tihEW, by evdr having lived mth her ? ShM 
tf^Fget, that her ehildhood^ her youth, 
ifearly her whole l^^* has been spept under- 
tiie care of beings the most primitively sim-4 
pie, and exemplarily moral? ;Do I not 
also know^ that Lady Rosalvaa herself (were 
vice heseditary) . is less vvicious^ than weak ? 
0er. irritability of temper^>and shallowness 
9^ understandings iar moreithian h'erperver-^ 
4ity of nature^ . led her to ruin . > Does het 
daughter inherit these imperfections of judg«^ 
EMUt and of temper ? "No,' niost astaredly i 
fbe is/ on the eontrary/^pecuUarly distin-^ 
guished for the exceliente of both. Then 
why shbuld ^he be suj^sed capa:ble of 
transgresMons into' :wfaich nothing but the 
want - of those advantages precipitated hef 
mother?" ; 
o ;«* This,".*S8iA vthe^ Countess^ f * may bfe tf 
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good defence of Miss Cleveland/ indiVidttld^ 
ly^ and a reasonable groijgidof belief^ thal^ 
«he will, in her owii ^son^ maintain a pure > 
and blameless reputation. Bnt will it satisfy^ 
•^— will it .even occur to the public mind ? ** 
• ^^ Dear madam/* cried the £^rl, t^ iiv 
transactions relating to domestic life^-it-isf 
not so much the public mind which a iimw 
has to satisfy) as, fir^t of all, his awh, ^df 
next, the mind of his fiumly, and of lifiP 
intimate associates. Now, with respect 10 
myself, the ailments which yoii have heaf€lF 
me adduce, have fully and permanently s^ 
my feelings at rest ; and since they are sud^' 
as even your ladyship allows, give reasonable^ 
assurance of Adela's undeviating uprightntisl/^ 
why should I fear the less scrupulous' ju(]^^* 
ment of any other individual amongst mfi^ 
connexions? ' -"^ 

: '^ I remember the time, my dear Enner-^ 
dale^*^ resiimed the Countess, ^^ when thfa "^ 
sentiihents you held respecting these staint 
tipon family honour were widely different \ 
-^Soon after you were placed at Eton, -the 
two young Harboumes were scoit there? 
Havfe you forgotten the force ahd feelti]^ 
with which you ^spoke of the! discr^t .whicb 



ym thoQglrt t|i.e guilt of their parents had; 
qttaehed.to their name?** - 
' '' I have a very imperfect recollection of^ 
t|te circumstance^ or of the petulant com-^ 
ments which^ as an * inexperienced boy^ it 
mjight draw from .me. This only 1 clearly y 
i)Qiiie9iber :— that the misconduct there, wasr 
flagrant on MA sides. The father^ who was^ 
igrgpme official situation, had incurred inia*^ 
qg^ by notorious pecplation, and was forced . 
tgj fly his country^ to avoid a public trial ; 
md the mother was too shameless to be to* 
krated— ^almost too vile to be mentioned.r 
Of the two boys who were sent to Eton^ I 
hoge I never spoke with contempt, since I« 
hwfe often thought of them, with concern, 
abd.pity. The eldest was old enough to^ 
kpow, and most poignantly to feel, the de-: 
graded situation of his faI^i]y. He looked 
broken-spirited ; he held aloof from all in- 
timacy with his fellow students ;—- no-^ 
thing could rouse him to animation or to 
mirth; and there was a sort of indig- 
nant dejection in his countenance, so stri- 
king' and -so singular, that the scholars wlio 
twk .any interest in his hie (and I cer-f 
taiBl|r.wa8,(me)> used to say^. that rather than' 



Be weighed down by such earfy znd 8p^ 
pressive melancholy^ ' they should pray fdSr 
death. But/ dearest madam, does thiiS^ ^io-* 
fy bear any affinity to that of Adela ?** 
^ The 'Countess could nbt but admit/ that 
the facts differed widely t yet it wias perfetetw 
ly evident, that however unWillifig she' 
itright be to quarrel with the Earl ; hovi^ver 
softened she might feel, by the morning 
adventure, in favour of her he so steadrlj^* 
defended, her internal averseness from ttefe' 

• 

match continued nearly as potent as evef/ 
But arrived now within sight of her ovm 
door, she compelled herself to forbear atj 
further animadversions ; conversed for a few 
minutes on general istnd indifferent subjects^ 
and then suffered her young escort to take 
his leave. ' ^. 



CHAP. VIL 

INTERRUPTION. 



.WeaeV as she was, Adela, on readying 
home,! bad hastened immediately with a -de- 
tail ^of tbte deGUrrences in K^sington Gar* 
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ileus, to the apartment of her sister^ and 
fraaained with her till obli^d to dress fer 
dinner. No gnests being expected^ her toi-4 
let was plain and expeditious^ and descend^ 
ing to the drawing room the first of the ia^ 
jailyy she there, very unexpectedly, beheld 
Lord Ennerdale. ^ ^ 

■f ^ /^ I fear,** cried he, ^^ that you will think 
j unmercifully haunt you ! — ^After so recent^ 
^'.parting from you, are you not out of all 
jiiitlence thus speedily to find nie in your 
pirth again r 

t; Adela assured him, that she w«s rgoiced 
49 be famished with so early an oj^rtunity 
jQi talking over the affairs of their friend 
^William Hampden-— 

j:^ ^ Have you,** added she, '^ seen him 
since his return to town ?*• 

*^ Yes; I. have spent two hours at his 
lodgings.** 

^^ And has he given you any explanation 
of his desolate situation with which you are 
at liberty to entrust me ?** 

*^ How delighted I am to find you so will- 
ing to become my auditress I I invited my- 
self here to-day,, for the sole purpose of 
asking you to let me play the orator on this, 
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and many othefr subjects^ which I am mosl'^ 
impatient to discuBs. with you. — Your tea-* 
diriess to hear roe^ will, I hope, render me 
€loquent*-—and my own solicitude -not to b^ 
iieard in vain, will, 1 hope also, gift roe 
with persuasion. — ^Are you going out this 
evening?'* 

^* Not till ten o'clock — and between that 
hour and the present, I think, my; Lord, 
you may' find full leisure to give your elch- 
quenre the fairest trial.*'— 

*^ But I must condition that you will not 
h»r me in a jesting mood ! *^ Good gentle 
vne* let me sustain^ no scorn ;— / would be 
hath. to cast away my speech^ 

^^ If your speech is of poor William', 
there is no fear of my listening to you with 
too little ^seriousness P 

^' How mudi better I can. bear to hear 
these expressions of kindness for him, than 
I can endure to witness llie distinctions 
which yoii conler upcm some other of your 
friends r 

Adeia was assured, that he alluded to her 
late 'interview with Talbot Cleveland, and 
felt herself change colour*. However^ with 



"The digtiynctiops, as ycK^ (nijl theil^ 
i!^ich I may have.be^ 8§en oonferriM^ UpOti 
one friend, 1 would quite aa readily oc^ifer 
iipon aogfhq^i sijoce they ha;^ i^iq^r otigi* 
Rfkt^ fiiom feeUpga of ^j^clusii^ regandt but 
hf^fi beef^ as in)parti;|lr a% I wisb^thfyoi to 
J bethought uiidfe^^ing,'*-- . 
' ^^ Indeed.I then yo^ wei^.net refuse to 
a»y hfiinbk suppliant-— myself^ f^r infiaiiof, 
.'r^th^, ss^mf^.boo^ which. you bav6;gpanteil 
tq Towner petitioners ?** 

^M ma|t, kQ0w thei soft of boon you 
meanT » 

^ ^^ You 8^^ afraid of .cQQimittii]^ yourself 
Jby tojo positiye SLQ a99Wer ! Da you gu^sst^ 
that, the object of my applicati<^n, is a shoi^ 
lOidieiiefi after dum^r in Mr- Soi|ij|fYill^*a 

•tqdyr 

Adda, thrawi^off her guard.by a requ^* 

so little anticipat^f wa? .half ready to exr 

«laiiii» '^ wherefore ?r-ta what purpow r— 

Aut cbeckiug herself^ though the. auddeil 

^w^ in her cheeks visibly deaated much 

^eater agitation thaa ahe wisb^ tA hetiay i 
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:^r I cannot," she hesitatingly answei^, 

*'^;promise — I cannot be quite .certain 6f 

havifig a mihtite to spate ; my sister Erinjg- 

tofi' will expect me to be preparing for oiir 

•engagement."— 

. Lord Ennerdale beheld the flutter into 
^ which his solicitation baid thrown her, with 
sentiments of Alternate delight and appre* 
bension ; and now gaily said— - 
^ ^^ Your sister -Eririgton caused so miich' 
mischief last night, that the least she casi' 
do, this evening, is to abstain from the: 
prevention of some good. And^ believe me?, 
it will be a great good, to throw noim'pe- 
diment in the way of the conference for 
which I am interceding.— I have much ta 
say to yd\|y-it has been, iny fixed det^rhiiv 
nation, from the instant I quitted this housis 
yesterday evening; to visit it again as speed>=' 
ily as possible — to lay open to you- my 
heart — ^ and to search, as deeply as you 
would suffer me, into your's!"— • • « " 
* This speech, which was beguii' with a 
laugh, ended with tin air, and in a^voicb so. 
serious, that Adela, again . colouring,— ^per* 
plexed — confused^ knew not which way to 
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\Mc, and had seldom felt more thankful 
than when relieved by the entranci^ of Mrs. 
Erington. 

" Oh, how enchanted I ain/ cried the 
fair widoiy, " to find that the. convent gates 

« 

are once more thrown open to. admit male 
visitors !— I really began to think that th^ 
^terdict would last for ever T 
. " And pray," said Lord Enn^rdale, " have 
tfae.]?egulations of your monastery been very 
IMstere ? — ^Were you cpndemned to a silence, 
as rigorous as that observed by the qionks 
. of La Trappe ? Were you enjoined severe 
dtSQipline, strict abstinence^ perpetual vigils 
•-rand the exclusion of even . brothers, or 

. His arch eye glanced towards Adela w 
he pronounced the last word> and unable 
fo endure its significance^ she turned away^ 
and walked to the window. , ^ 

^^ I assure you," resumed Mrs. Erington, 
unconscious of hia full meaning, ^^ that 
except Talbot Cleveland, who is of no 
more .consequence to Adela or me than 
Somerville himself, it is now three weeks, 
three days, and odd hours, since any male 
yisage has presented itself before us ! A 

C 3 



4iiW hive p^p^A itk it the s^et door, imil 
th^ grini) Cerbeitis to whoin its ^krdiiih^btj) 
is entrusted, admitted a few into his master*)! 
Ctiady : but iip-^tairs^ no soiil lias presumed 
to march, till you, my Lord, ventured to 
^^e, and dissbltrfe the ipell. lliere'i pddr 
d^r Sir Patrick Harley, Adelai Ujkiniiij? 
word, if I did not do all in tnf ipower td 
k^p tip yoiir intei^st with him, there i« 
ioiiie danger that {Bis long absenitfe WbcHB 
«iitire)]r dislodge yoti from his he&rt. tltff 
I talk to him for ydii— I listed to hlixi^^^ 
ytti (wh6h h6 hfis inf thii% 'io Sfty1)^f 
llttiil« tipcitt hi«b for yoio^and, kst hi^ I 
INten daiil<(gd Wl^ htth ftj' you."* 

** And some day or othei*,** sklA AMs; 
#Rijlifig> **fSerha^9i foik itiaj^ tn^ny Wm 

t Mft. Erifig8»t ii^ tihprii^fed fdr Wti 
ft&swer ! it somewfiat dfscoxlc^tted, and, fttf 
• fiNSIif^t, malde her blosh; — ^yfet, aff^ting 

' ♦^ My dea* child,^ cried «he, ^' iti the 
]fe<rment6us cgticem of iharrying, ahd gl- 
▼tng away in marriage, it is onfy itrt^ereign 
^ihceii i^ho, ^fe allowed to shadcle them- 
leivea by ffroiy. IfyoA can produce a^. 
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^t&brity to justify suph a proceeding. in pri- 
vate life, and trie too lazy to go to cjlurch 
with him yourself^ I will put on a bridal 
habit> and appear there for you» any morn-- 
ing you please/' 

^^ I leavie the . determination of time and 
place entirely to you and Sir Patrifpk/' rfir 
nymed Adela; /' whoever is tcind enough to 
|iecamemy representative in the business^ 
j|3iust be at the trouble of arranging every 
preliminary, without molesting .nve with the 
shghtest consultation.** ... 
i Lord . Enner di^e, much aqtlused by this 
little ^ dialogue^ gave to it no interruption^ 
but.rejdced to witness, the calm and com:! 
plete iadiffisrebce with which Adela bore so 
^4inct an attack on th^ subject of her wealthy 
admirei*. 

. During dinner^ bis, spirits alternately va- 
rying from grave, to. gay, .aiccordtng to tli^ 
direetioh wbich his thoughts pursued,, ex-t 
posed liim, froin the sprightly Ali<:;ia, to 
C€B»ideraUe raillery, and somer^ry embar« 
fassing interrogations. .Adeld, t^ es^kpe 
«ny siinilar remarks, compelled herself to 
keep up with Mr. Somervilb? an almost w^ 
cessant . conversation on whatever subject 
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'first occurred to ber mind. Throughout t&e 
whole meal^ her eyes rested not for a single 
moment on the face of Lord Ennerdale^ or 
were even raised, except by an efibrt, from 
her plate. The conference to which she 
was invited never absented itself from her 
. thoughts. She wondered upon what prer 
text he would/ in the presence of her sistef 
and Mr. Somerville, call upon her to fulfil- 
her tacit promise. She anidcipated^ with 
the sincerest uneasiness, the unconquerable 
embarrassment whicfi . irhe was assured . of , 
feeling ; — and, more than ouce^ she formed 
the secret determination of flying to hei 
tHvn room the instant they rose from table^ 
and there to remain till all danger of such 
a summons was at an end. - But had Lord 
Ennerdale merited to be thus girlishly: tri« 
fled with ? Could she ever account to him; 
for 1^ slight which, to hear him even ask the 
motive of, would fill her with redoubled con* 
fusion?— She was provided with no satis^ 
factory, answer to these self-interrogations ; 
And, with whatever disquiet, finally resolved 
to observe the engagement into which she 
was understood to have entered. 
Mrs. Erington sat longer than was ber> 
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idstcm after dinnery though encours^ed to» 
stay- neither by the animation of her com-* 
panions^ n6r the saccess of ,her owa sallies, 
I^e ccHiclusion of the meal was cheerful to 
no one present; the Earl became so absent, 
he scarcely, heard a word she said^ and al^ 
mest feared tof unclose his lips^ lest his first 
stotenc^ should be — ** For pity's sake, ter- 
i^inate this tedious repast T*^ 
. Mn Somerville, wearied by a long ride, 
in addition to his walk with Adela> was 
sleepy and languid ; and Adela herself, as 
the moment drew nearer for the interview 
to which she looked forward^ grew inore 
and nK)re disturbed, and not only lost all 
courage to- speak^. but all inclination to make 
the effort* 

At lesigth, the fan* matron arose^ and at 
the same instant^ with greater alacrity than* 
k was perhaps poUtic to shew,. Lord Enner-** 
^e sprang'fkpm his chair to open for her* 
the dining-parlour door-— 
« ^^ You are wonderfully alert^. my lord,*^ 
she laughingly obsenred> ^^in facilitating; 
our means of r^tneat.** 
J *^ Po not say; so,** cried he ; ^* yoU will! 
almost tempt me to forsake yon slumberer^r 
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lo6kftig m^rdB Mr. SaflMS^fHe^ '^ aMT 
law yott to the drawmg-|!ie>6in ^kh nif titi^* 
«tteeitioti^ But thai wo^t^ te tresCcheTy to 01^51^ 
friend Williftm Halinild^h : I ^av^a ftt^di^ 
fr^ta lAvS to ddi'^er t6 ydu^ Miss €l^vdu:n#y 
whioH I aixi aAxibus t6 coiMnfahicsit^ b6fot^ 
you wirke t0 a»y of KiSf frfetfds.* Will yStfy 
for that purpdfe, aSIow tte fiVci Mitittfies^ 
private conversations ?** 

Ife i^aited foj^ no answer y he gav6 her lio 
titfie to deliberate^ bnf snatching ti^ on£ elf 
1^ candles, he took her hand> and ere A^ 
knew tvhithd^ he ve^s leading her, sh^ feWftcl 
hersdfai^iSe Vvitis him' in Mr. SomemUeV 
study. 

* Her hand ti^emhled within his, anther 
colour varied from pale to red witli suthr 
rapidiCyy thafj feeling for her confusion, he 
fesoWedi by making William^ at thi6 c^betff^* 
ittg of the conferenbe, the real object of 
whom he should speak, to give Her lime to' 
recover greater tranquillttyV 

" I have ventured to pro'mi^ for you,* 
cried he> t^ixiquishing her hand afler she 
was seated^ **^ABt you will very soon pay 
poor Hampden a visit, arid hear from hia 
pwii lips the reasons he ai^igns fi>r keeping^ 



im parents ia ignorance of bis present abode*- 
.They are plauatble^ but not convincing; 
Mdf I trust, you will have sufficient influ- 
•encey to induce him to give them up. / 
tthoPted him to do so in vaiur" 

Relieved by this beginning, and half per- 
suaded, tHat die aflSnirs of young Hampden^ 
^ere designed to be the so^e topics of their^ 
tKsoourse, Adela, ashamed of her previous^ 
^^trepidation^ now said^ with comparative' 
talmnessy 

^^ May I not be put out of suspense thisF 
evening, by learning j^iese reasons from you r 

** Why, i»;*^ replied he, after some he- 
titfttion ; ^^ I have concerns^ of still nearer* 
interest^ respecting which I am too impa- 
4;ienttDbe put out of suspense ni}rself, to* 
€ffi>rd. the time necessary for afuH discus*- 
wm> at the present moment^ of the particu- 
<Iars which' youi require*. F can only recom-r 
cnend to you, not to-be too hasty in writing^ 
to William*8 family. This wad all I pledged! 
knyself with him to undertake, and all that 
I am now disposed to perform for him/ t 
must not lose the opportunity which I have- 
been so earnest to obtain, of becoming a^ 
■uppliant to you in my own behalf." 

06 
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^ All Adela's emotion recurred at them 
words ; nor was Lord Ennerdale himself^ as 
Xhe tone of his voice sufficiently indicated^ 
^xepipt from participating in her s^tation* 
He paused a moment ; stole a glance at her 
downtast f^ce — and then added— 
,^ ^^ I see^ by the almost painful confuaioB 
which oppresses you^ that you anticipate tha 
import of what I have to say :— but , antict-« 
'pate it^ sweetest Adela^ with . less affirightj 
Remember^ that even from your infancjr 
^0|gi have known me as ?ijriend, and endea« 
vour now to think of me without consternat 
lion as a lover. I have l^ng been seeking by 
f,very , means (short of s{)eech) tq prepare yon 
for this declan^tion, and to make you acf 
.^uainted with the state of my beiirt. lU 
indeed must my looks have corresponded 
with my feelings^ if they bave wholly iailed 
lo indicate to you^ how dear^, how precious 
(o that heart you are become I Tell m^ 
with the ingenuousness that marked your 
earliest years,— tell me, have you remained 
absolutely unconscious of your influence 1^ 
And are you now utterly insensible to its 

jUVOWfiJ?" 

He b^d taken her band during this speech^ 
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Imd, at its conclosiod^ attentively* regirding 

hevy awaited heranswer with the most anitious 

Stt^pense. She tried to articulate some intel- 

l%ible sentenee : bat long accustomed to 

repress ber real sentiments in his presence 

-rrhalf incredulous of possessing the power 

which he attributed to her— ^fluttered^ grate* 

&]^ and happy . beyond the possibility of 

.eipiressiiig what she felt^ sbe could only 

pronounce a few incohei^ent words^ amongst 

iwfaich the name of her father was all that 

the earl could clearly dbtinguish. With 

renewed energy, he again addressed her-— ' 

' ^' I feaip not your father ! '* cried he, halC- 

jsmiliiig— " It is your fiather's lovely daugh^ 

ter I wbuM propitiate. — ^^It is her coldness I 

•Would conquer— her reserve I would banish I 

i-^-^Oh, my most dear Adela ! if yet your 

heart is disedga^ — ^if yet it is your own t^ 

give,--^b^tbw it on that A/lgernon Mording^ 

ton who so long has; known and felt all its 

value t — ^Is there no softening power* in that 

name ?— Was it not once famiKar to your 

eair*— pronounced with kindness by your lips 

•—lodged with affecticm in your bosom ?— ^ 

Does it not recal to you our days of mutual 

ponfidence-r-of open and avowed attachment } 
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r**Beloved Adela^ let these days again re^ 
curt — Whose disposition are yoa so wefl 
<|aldifi€d to estimate impartially as mine ? 
Yot knew me, ^hen, though solicitous for 
.yonr regard, I liad no interest in seeking to 
obtain it' by felse pretences. You saw mc 
dslily9 witli all my imperfections on mf 
head !— -You hourly associated with me when; 
whatever the character becomes afterwar<l% 
it is incapable, of systematic dissimulation^ 
At, that happy, and regretted period^ yw 
)l)Yed xnf^9 dearest Adela, — you scrupled not 
even.tc^ tell me so I Ab^ then^— ^unless^ yon 
b^li^v^ me wholly changed, wholly degene* 
jf^ted, refuse not to admit me to your heart 
again! — Let me read my sentence in jrouir 
looks !--rkt me^ through their medium,. <>br 
tain assurance, tli^ you £^r not to entrust 
g!t)ur hs^ppiness to my keeping !-^lt shall be 
det^rer to me tjl^m my owi^ existmcie^-?bel4 
OK^e i^reeiims than' any other earthly de* 

As Adela, penetrated by the tenderness of 
this language, raised her eyes to answer its 
Animated speaker, . a hasty knock at the 
Iroomrdoor startled them both, and the next 
ftipmerity Mim.\ Erihgton ^tting ber head 
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trithio h, held fatth a sealed notb i<>#ard8 
h6t didter, saying — 

^^ I beg pitrdon- fw ifi^fraptmg your 
ebtifib^ good folks — hpt hett is a kliiei^doux, 
AAeltLy froiri my iBtufnt Cleveland, 6)r one. of^ 
the girls, and the servant Iras orders to wait 
mkn ans#efV' 

• It would have beeii a satisfaction past ex- 
■p^essfiOliL to lio'rd Erinerdalef, to have dis- 
patched at once this ill-timed Inllet-doux^ 
and the lady who brought it, into the wild» 
€#. Siberia! — He bit his lips — almost niurw 
mured an implication^ and stepping reluct* 
ttitty jforwardi cbn^eyed the note from the 
hand of Mrs. Erington to that of Adelai 

^* May I come in whilst ypti read it?^ 
ttiquired the feir intruder-^^^ I am curious 
to kttiDw what it can be about .'^ 

Again Lord Enn^rdale moit dev6utly 
tlrished her ten thousand miles off; whilst 
Adek, ftintly complying with her request 
for admission^ broke open the note^ and' 
«adi half aloud, a» foHows— * 
^* My dear Adela, 

" We vrtte all going fo-hight to Lady^' 
*• Wilbrooke's great concert : but mamnm^ 
^ for some i^amm or other (I4)^ieVe^ alitde 
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• - . . , . 

*^ covk]Xi^frac(is)y chuses to do penance 
^* and remain at home. Barbara and I haver 
^ no ambition to imitate the example ; and 
*^ as we know, that you and Mrs, Erington 
*^ .purpose to be there, we beg you will al- 
** low us to join your party. 

^^ Pray send a line to say whether this, 
arrangement is practicable, and whether 
we may come to you early enough tot 
spend half an hour with Mrs. Somervilie 
** before we set out. 

^^ Your's everj^ my dear Adela^ very truly^ 

** Jemima Cleveland,*' . 
. The answer to this request was obliged to. 
be affirmative, and when Adela had writteOi 
and dispatched it^ Mrs. Erington said— :. 
. ^^ D9 you know, my dear little sister, thatr 
it is , almost nine o'clock, and full time foe 
you. to b^in dressing.. Fray piut^off the 
remainder of your private communications^ 
with this disconteated^lopkipg geatleman>. 
till to-morrow^r 

Aware how unwelcome to Lord Enner^ 
dal^ must be such an exhortation, - Adelg 
was internally much chagrined at being 
compelled to comply with it. He was, him*< 
self; too seriopsly provoked to dare hazards 
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any expostulation : bat silently suffering hear 
to be led away^ be rejoined Mr. Somer*^ 
viile. : ' 

^ Adela well knew^ tbat from the flightineff 
of Mrs. Erington^ there was every reason 
to apprehend the publieaiion of this con- 
fetence in the presence of Jemima. Witlv* 
bot:^ suspicion of its real purport^ the &ir 
miowj • was y^et extremely disposed ' to ^ 
witlgr upon its mysterious appearance ; and^ 
as thoughtless of mischief as sbe was un« 
concerned to efl^t good^ she rallied Adela 
unmercifully upon her young oounsellor^H 
legal abilities ; wondered what they were 
plotting, and supplicated^ whether it wad 
treason or not, to be klmitted as early as' 
possible into their confidence. All thia 
convinced Adela that the interview would 
be made the principal' subject of conversa* 
tion the whole evening; — yet, to caution* 
Mrs. Erington, without exciting suspicions 
of the truth, was impracticable. With 
whatever uneasiness and distrust, therefore, 
she was compelled to let the business take 
its own course. 

The arrival of Jemima and her sister, and 
ti|e exertion which she felt called upon to 
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nake in order to receive tbeih with ciyi 
ftnd apparent satisfaetioh^ drove from her 
remembrance, for a time, the alarm $h^ 
bad ex^efiericed ; bad ^en to Jemima^ the 
most penetrating of observers, there .appear^ 
€d nothing; in her aspect or manners di0ei>f 
ing materially frbm their accttstomed ea9e.. . 
\. Fortonatety, Mfs. Ertngton was div&teil 
from the subject which Adela so mw^ 
dreaded to hear her start, by eagerness r>%t 
describe Lady I sabdfa Annesley^s baU« tioA 
by Industry to excite envy in her anditxm 
of the gayety and amusem^it which sbs 
declared herself tO: have ei^oyied at it. - , 
; Attended by Mr; Somervill^ the fintr 
kinswomen iit len^h drov)e to Lady WiU 
brooke^s. On. their entrance into.tb^ cqn^ 
&'rt-rooin, they.foQttd it already so crowded^ 
^t it vi^ manifestly impossible^ not meidly: 
to procure seats, but even to gain spac^ iir 
which unmolestedly to stand. Adela spon 
gr^w dissatisfied with her post near the door;, 
it siibjected hef to great observation % to 
continual interniption whilst listening to the 
music, and to the disagreeable necessity of 
being nterly suirounded by men whom she 
either knew very slightly, or vras wholly 
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mHUftiamtitbd wi^. Mrs. Eringtoto^ on the. 
Wtmy^ and the two Ctefdands submitted 
to tiieir situation with perfect unconoerh^^?^. 
ilid declined making any effi>rt to change it.; 
' At tihe conclusion of an exquisite per« 
fimnance upon the harp, scarcely three 
B^tea of which Adela had been able dis-^ 
ftftctly to hear, • khe begged Mr« ^meirfille 
^fould assist her in trying ia feach an inner 
l4omj wbe^ fthe hoped at once to procure 
a thair, and to ftu^r less disturbance. He 
inithediitely gave heir his arm^ and uief 
itibved slowly forward. 

Scarcely hi^d they proceeded half a dbaeii 
Afeps, ii^en Talbot Cleveland perceived, and 
jbiiled tbenl. Adela. had no wish to &tef 
him ; yet, candidly allowing that he wai 
iMMlly unanswerable Tor the paiii which shci 
had endured sinte, and at thcdr last intei^i 
iiew, she forced herself to address hini 
without any diminution of kindness^ andj 
on finding Mr. Sotnerville . wad likely to be 
detained by some getltlemen who had ap^ 
preached to sjpeak with him, slie accepted 
Talbot^s offear of continuing hei* progress 
iindfer his escort. 

Thfe throng being fey ho meaha so great 
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in the^ interior of the room as it uras TUMt 
the door^ she soon succeeded in r^chin^ 
the inner ^partment^ and in securing a qiiiet 
and convenient seat. Talbot remaiiied'i^th; 
her^ though she repeatedly urged hini to go 
and inform his sisters and Mrs. Eringtott; 
what . excellent accopimodations she hadf 
il^und. At lengthy hov^eyer^ the accents.o^. 
a female singer of great celebrity, whom he- 
extrenoLoly admired^ attracted him a^in intp»r 
the music-roo/n ; and he promised^ as sooqi^t 
as the song was over, to convey the messaged* 
with which he was entrusted to the three 
ladie$. r: : ' * 

Adda^ meanwhile, beholding arc^nd hef, 
none but faces of the gravest and most;, 
matronly decorum, maintained; her stattoi^ * 
without the smallest scruple, satis^ed that i 
in joining so respectable a circle, tbough ' 
vnaccompanied by any one whom she 
knew, she had at least chosen a situation of 
the most perfect propriety. 

When the air was over which Talbot had 
quitted her to go and hear, an elderly lady, 
complaining bitterly of the pressure, and 
heat in the concert-room, made her way 
into the comparatively cool asylum to which 
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Adela had retreated^ and fanning herself 
Txoiently, seated herself upon the same sofa, 
and entered into conversation with a sedate 
and somewhat stately dame who occupied 
its further end. Previous to the arrival of 
this indefatigable fanner^ the' lady already 
accbminodated^ had appeared half asleep; 
aiidy in reahty, was, without much interest 
io smy thing that was passing, . patiently 
waiting for a summons to return home with 
two fashionable daughters, then flirting in 
the^adjoining apartment. 

. f ^ My dear Lady Berindale,'* said the 
1>ustling new con>er, ^' you can't imagine 
how thankful I am to have succeeded at last 
in<getting out of 'the suffocating atmosphere 
of that dreadful music-room! I really 
thought I should have died whilst I was 
forced- tb remain in it ! How prodigiously 
. unwholesofrie such a concourse niust be ! ' I 
always disliked these crowded assemblies, 
but since my asthma has been so bad, I have 
really contracted quite a horror of thein; 
Nothing upon earth should have induced me 
to cotne, but the wish of hearing the new 
singer, and the impossibility I am under of 
going to the Opera for that purpose. I have 



given' up all pirblip pI$H^ fyr ti^rly two 
yeesr9,i but tieally^ this is quite as bad^ ai^ 
during the w.hole song^ I was sp h^inixi^d. ix\, 
SQ jostled, so stifled for w^tnt of air^;^ thf^t J 
every moaieht . expeCb^d to sjn^ dqi^i^Q' iq si 
feintiqgfitr 

^^ Whereaboqts did you sit/ iij a.stroi:^ 
Caledonian accent enquired her firtf^?^>^ 

i^ €quI4 y^^ ^^^ pw¥Jure a chaiir. neai* ^p 
Btatrcftse door ? 'V 

^ Near the door, my dear madam ! W||y 
that would have been the very worst ptfio^ I 
csould have chosen I The throng there> is 
ind|eicribable, and the buz an4 confl^tlf^l 
beyond any thing that you can im^ne. Bj 
this time, I dare &ay> £he landiiig-place a^i 
the stairs are quite! choaked up». and many 
persons will probably go avay without ba^ 
ying been in the coricert-rQ(>m ^X aU* But 
what surprises me the most^ i^ the vo^i^fijtafy 
choice which many ladies make, of the doorr 
way for their perman^9V station. The^ 
really must be hustled and dbowed frpm v4l^ 
to side^ till thej^ are quite hlf^:^ an^ ; blue. 
There is a beautiful yoving ^reatugte stapdilug 
there at this vcary minutf^ ivbQm I i^ou^ 
•erioiisly have p^tie4» hAd I i>ot, l)€upyrd li(^ 



T&AITS or NATURE. 143 

abik)latel3r re^se a seat which a gentleman 

^tt sent 9cross the room by Lady Isabella 

An^sley to ofTer her. I asked who she 

was, ' for her face and figure struck me won- 

•derfully ; and I was told that her name ii 

Eriiigton." ' ' 

^ The -grave north-countrywoman, who, 

wh^ she heard of a '* beautiful young crea- 

ftire - ill the thickest of the crowd, expected 

no less than to find that it was one of her 

flWll daughters, now, rendered somewhat 

pisevish by the disappointment, cried out— 

A ^^ And^ don't you know who Mrs. Erkig* 

46n $ras ?'* 

*^ Not in the least : — ^pray, is there any 

lustory belonging to her ? ** 

. ^^ She is one of the daughters of that 

'Mrs. Cleveland, who, you may remember, 

^Bome years ago, was so celebrated for her 

lieauty, her gay parties, . her taste, and high 

iashion.** 

" Bless me ! is she indeed ? Well^ and 

-what is become of Mrs. Cleveland ? I have 

^ quite forgotten how all her celebrhy ended : 

but it, somehow, runa in my head that her 

splendour set, at last, behind a dark cloud.'* 

^^ Tkrk indeed I She eloped with Sit 
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Frederick Rosalvan^ was divorqed^ and for 
many years, has assuihed her paramour*$ 

IP 

name. Whether she really was ever mar* 
ried to him has often heen questioned : but 
as there is no family, it m^jtti^rs little t espe* 
cially as she now, poor infatuated creature, 
has formed another connection. Sir Fre- 
deric is dead ; and his widow, as she styles 

herself, has bestowed her hand, and the 

» - ■ • ' 

.whole amount of the property which he Idft 
lier, upon a low-born adventurer — a njan 
who once lived in actual servitude beneath 
my roof ! He was valet to my eldest son, 
and dismissed for impertinence^ and frequent 
intoxication.** 

This dialogue, far from. being uttered }n 

jk suppressed voice, was spoken as audibly 

as if the two ladies had been conversing in' 

a private dressing-room. Adela lost not a 

single sentence of it ; and every word strui^ 

her to the heart, and filled her with shame 

and sorrow. . Pale and disconsolate, she hung 

her head^ iand absorbed by deep, but painful 

attention, she marked no object around her, 

. nor had even courage for an instant to raise 

,hereyes. 

^ 5^ Pear me ! '' .exclaimed the astonished 
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.tuclitress of a tale in many respects but too 
authentic. ^^ This is a sad history. Bat 
where does the poor woman live now?** 

^^ In Scotland^ and at no great distanoe 
from Lord Berindale*s estate. However^ I 

' never had a thought of visiting her^ even iti 
the life-time of Sir Frederic, for it seems to 

^ me peculiarly incumbent upon the mother of 

.grown-up . daughters^ scrupulously to avoid 
all intercourse with these kind of dubious 
characters^^these women of only half-^re* 
trieyed reputation. Sir Frederic was uponr 
frteEfcdIy terms with my lord, and frequently 
came to our house : but there the intimacy 
teated* Last winter, I was surprized to find,, 
that Mn Cleveland permitted kis youngest 

^aug^ter, and the only one who remaina 
iiBgle^ to spend several months with this 
unhappy woman. It was an imprudent 
thing, and served no other purpose than that 
«f intrbdueing the young person to improper 
wsoctates, and of reviving ^ the suspicion o£ 
her own ij^kgitimacy.. I kiiow^ -that whca 
the divorce took place, a strong disbelief 
prevailed of her legd claim to the name ef 
Cfevelatid ; and it is apparent^ by her ha*^ 
ying cfonstantly been excluded from the roof 
VOL. iv« a 
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of her nbmmal father, that his own doiibis^ 
subsist as powerfully as ever. , 

'•'Oh Heaven !" thought Adela, '^ and. is 
all this asserted and believed of her on 
whom the generous Algernon has bestowed 
his heart ! — How little am I entitled to 
such a distinction ! How unworthy should 
I be, were I to take advantage of an afiec- 
tion so highly valued, but, alas ! so unde- , 
servedly conferred !'* 

Unable to endure the, humiliation of lis- 
tening longer to a 'dialogue . so wounding, to 
her feelings, she arose in great disturbance^ 
and, with tears trembling in her eyes, had 
advanced a few steps towards the outward 
]:90]0y when the hasty approach of I^rd 
Ennerdale, whq had been observing her 
from ,the door, arrested her progress^ and 
aggravated all her. distress, . 

'^ You look ilV cried he, with great 
anxiety — *.* you can scarcely stand! — Re- 
turn to your seat, and let me bring you a 
glass of water.'* 

He would then have conducted her back 
to the place she had just quitted: but 
t'lough determined to conceal from him no 
part of what she had heard, she shrunk 
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from the idea of <foing it in such a spot— • 
and stiU more she shrunk from the danger 
of being revealed to Lady Berindale as the 
Miss Cleveland of whom she had been vvith 
such indiscretion con vers ing.--^Hastily re»- 
jecting his assistance, she earnestly ex- 
claimed — ' 

. ^^ Oh, no, no — I cannot go back to that 
seat — I cannot, at least, suffer you to lead 
me to it ! — Pray leave me — I am not ill — I 
am better — pray leave me !" 

. She scarcely knew what she said. Her 
dread of his persisting in 'desiring to con- 
duct her whither she, with so much justice, 
apprehended to go, was irrepressible. She 
forced herself onwards, and when she readi- 
ed the door-way, stopped, arid le^nt agaihst 
itfe side, inatremour that shook her whole 
frame. 

. Lord Ennerdale, meanwhile, amazed and 
grieved at the unqualified repulse which he 
had received — and not mei'ely perplexed; 
but in some degree offended by it, spoke 
to her.no more: but involuntarily observing 
every change in her countenance, and be- 
coming more and more apprehensive for 
her, he suc^denly darted through the group 

H 2 
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which •urrouDfied the door, and^ in a^fe# 
•miiiiites^ Mr. Somenrille/ alarDo^ and huW 
ried, nvas at her side— ^ ^ » 

^^ Bnnerdale says that you are il)^ my 
jdbar Adela/* cried be, > '^ and your \o(Aa 
i^enfirm the intelligence. What is tha niat* 
ter ? Has the heat overpowered you } i^e^Xk 
on rne, and Lwilltake you to attopen wiM 
dow/' 

Adela accepted his arm, but declined aftt^ 
further assistance from bim, saying-— 'Y 

^^ All I want, and &e only thing that 
will make me quite well, is to get awa;p 
Irom this house— at least from this room, ai 
upeedily as possible.** 

^^ Alicia will never- be induced,*' said Mid 
Somerville,' ^' tot- go away so early ^ Hcm; 
however, she comes, to settle the matter in 
her own proper person.** ' 

Adela hastened forward, anxious to pre- 
serve her sister from being subjected to tihd 
pbservatioQ of Lady Berindale and hef 
friend. 

' •* Why you poor little vapoimi^ thing,** 
cried Mrs. Erington,- ^^ what in the- world 
has happened to you ? Lord Ennerdale 
came to me with a report of your illness- 
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fhtt qvite scared me I But Law not that iny> 
^ing ails you, beyaiid a Kttl« preponderanw. 
of.lhe lily over the jose. What haa fright- 
ened you, child? Have you leeniaghort) 
Or beard a warning voice bidding j3ou be« 
wave the Ides of Maech ? ** 

^' I have/ seecu nothing that does, not maka 
loa adidbotts to get borne. Witl yon k* 
MlV Sooierville enquire for the carriage ?'^ 
. f^ There is not the smallest chtace of its, 
^in^ armed: but^ however^ if it will give 
yoti anjr Jiatisfaction to have the enqairy: 
lMlil% j^ray doo*t be acrapnkRts <m my ac* 
M^nt.— rSend your beau to collect all the 
in&rmation , for you hie can." 

Mr. Somervilfe m,^n. then ba^iening Mvay^ 
bitrf tapping him- lighdy upon the. shoulder 
|» fa4 passed bev, Mrs. Erington added-— 
:*^ Not so fest, good brother*. Let it be 
fbUy understood before you go, that even 
if 510U should ftnd this same carriage, it. will 
not directly be in my power (o accompany 
A Ada home, unless otir fair cousins aw at 
wcU di«p(»ed .to make their exit as I am«^ 

^. That is true," cried the rational Adda 1 
$f. Jlwilltben^re make a metit of neoessityi 

H 3 
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&nd Remain here as contentedly as I oan/till 
you are all ready to go.** 
. " This is being a. good girl I **' cried Mrs. 
Erington, " and a reasonable girl, and an 
accommodating' girt ! — So now; come wi*h 
me, and I will lead you to a snug seat beside 
Lady Isabella Annesley ; and when every 
body is willing. '^ to depart^ yon shall hove 
notice.*' , 

r This scheme perfectly ; according with 
Adela*s wishes/ she thankfully. agreed to^it, 
and exchanging Mr. Somerville^^ arm .'£>r 
that of her sister, thej^ proceeded together 
towards the spot occupiedhy Lady Isabella •-^ 

l^ How do you think I shall he received^ 
Alicia r ** enquired Adela, as they advanced 
T-'* Do yoo imagine, that Lady: Isabella 
will recent my* breach of engagement la&t 
night?" .• . ' 

" Why, no ; — j^u have two: or thiiee 
warm frieiids in her family^ who probably 
have told her, that it is ( not pretty to h^r 
analice ; and she always acts, and speaks, 
and,' I believe, feels, just as she s^s thfsee 
act, speak, and feel who are about her. She 
is a mere reflector of. the light and>h^t 
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given by others : tut^ to het- dyipg day, she 
will nev^r give any of her own*" 

Had she been gifted with the ve-ry spirit 
of divination, the fair Alicia, c*ould not have 
formed a more , accurate j udgmeh t. Lady 
Isabella greeted Adela with the mostgfacious 
gentleness. She expressed her conciera to 
^ar that she had. been indisposed 5 resigned 
to her the chair in which she had been sit- 
ting, because it was placed iiear a window; 
' which, ^t pleasure, could be opened; and 
would listen to no apologies for what had 
passed the preceding evening ; assuring her, 
that it would have given her far more pain 
than pleasure to have withdrtiwn* her from 
^ome, at a moment when, either her spirits 
or her health, disinclined her.to goiout. 

This encouraging kindness, Adela attri- 
buted solely to the good oflSces pf Lord 
Ennerdale. Some part of it, however, was to 
be ascribed to the releilting disposition with 
which, her ladyship had heard her spoken of 
that day, at dinner, by the old Countess $ 
.and the rest w^s the work of Mr. Anneslev, 
ever indefatigable in seeking to repair the 
j^hock which he had once given to. her fa- 

H 4 
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vourable opinion of the lady to whom hi» 
friend £nn^dale was so devotedly attached* 

Soothed^ howerer^ bya reo^tion $o flat* 
tering, and confiding in the fecurity of the 
ti^nquil station which she had at i^igth 
attained^ Adela had leisure to reflect upon^ 
and deeply to regret, the abruptness of .kef > 
treatment of Lord Ennerdale. She Icnen^^i 
that it was to hts interference^ she W8S iif^ 
^bted for the approach and ofllered aasist|RiQff>t 
^f Mr. Somenrille. She longed to thanfeq 
ikim for his attention-~to make excdnses io9'^ 
jiving df iTea him from her~tto prwenae faior t 
a fuU ex^anatipn of die fedlngs by which* i 
idbe had been ipipcilqd {H^and whilst tkese - 
aecret aspirations were forming in her mind, ^^ 
a voice dose behind her^ gentl^^ yet seriout^, -^ 

aaid*- 

*' May I ittHiv at leasts he permitted . tftJ ^ 
mprefiB a hope that yon are better } ** ' 

^^ Oh, yon are come, I trusty" cried 8he» » t 
turning towards the eari with the. prompt*^ 
est alacrity, ^^ to tell m^, that you. pardon 
my ungrateful misconduct !— It .was such, as^. 
s^atvely to entitle me ever to be thought rf> 
witbintereatbyyottagMn!- .4 
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Joy flashed from bis eyes^ and brightened 
eveny feature^ as be ferv^itly^ yet in almost 
wkispei^ accents, answered— 

^^ When I cease, skdored Adelia, to ti^e 
an .interest in all that relates to youy I must 
ha^e ceased to exist T^ 

• ^ And have I really, upon such easy 
^am^^ resumed she, smiling, '^ made my 
pcAcer-— I expected that, at least,^ you would 
lequiFe me to cllsar up what had passed : and 
though Iwell knew^ that when cleared up^. 
you would make every allowance for the 
strangeness of my conduct — yet, I own^ I 
. had no hopeof so generous a pardon without 
being asked for any explanation at all !-— Are 
you not a little afraid^ that such ready pla- 
eabili^ tni^^ncoorage hew offences ?** 

^ I am afraid of nothing, but that I have- 
not self-command sufficient, to endure such, 
nquisite kindnesis of looks and language 
without betraying the grateful transport they 
inspire ! Speak- not to- nie thus before all 
these people,^ lest I should forget their exist* 
encej and fall at your feet to thank you I** 

Adela coloured, yet laughed at this flight, ' 
and said no more ; but finding that he had 
contrived to .procure a seat in the leoesB of 
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the windove, and meant to retain hi^ statkm 
Hear faer; she leant back in her.chair^-and 
whilst apparently listening to the music^ in- 
dulged, in total but placid silence, such 
soothing and complacent meditations, that 
it seemed as if the mere vicinity of one in 
whose faith she so implicitly, confided, hod 
power to banish every uneasy retrpspectiofi, 
and to suspend every anticipating. fear. . i 
" Etre avec les gens qu'an aime,^* says la 
Bruy^re, " cela suffit : river ^ leur parler^ 
m leur parler poifity penser h eux^ penser h 
des choses indiffi^rentes^ mais aupr^s cteux, 
tout est egaV* " 

. Fee lings 'exactly corresponding with these, 
seemed to have taken possession of Lord 
Ennerdale, for after a considerable period, 
during which the silence between them was 
i^mtuaj, he leant towards her, and said-^-* 
. '^ In the interval which has Just elapsed^ 
though I have sometimes regretted that I 
was , not at liberty to speak to you without 
ri!!8traint, I have experienced more seresie 
and perfect happiness than it is in the power 
of language tq express. --r-Befiiire I secured 
possession of this enviable post, you had 
givepi me.a condial which bas^ kcptiupy hg^t^. 
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in a gibw ever since ; and every note to which 
I have Itsteni^d has appeared sweeter, ever^ 
dbject I have regarded has looked fairer, and 
every prospect of futurity on which my 
thoughts have rested, has been more bright- 
ly tinged with felicity, than at any former 
period of my life !— I wish you cauld tell 
Ale that these feelings have been recipro- 
.call" . ■> 

'' The lips of Adela were silent, but she 
.turned to him with a smile so expressive, an 
air of such gentle and entire particijfHation 
in the sentiments which he had described, 
that, enchanted, .and thrown off his guarrf, 
he half snatched her hand — but instantly 
dropping it, started up, saying in a low 
yoi^e — 

^^ This corner is not favourable to the 
preservation of discretion ! I must go mto 
temporary banishment, or I shall betray the 
excess of my happiness to the whole r'oomT 
' "-Your place> then," said Adela, '^ will 
be filled up by a successor to whom I am "by 
no means ambitious that yon should surren- 
der it." • ] ■ 
^ She glanced her eyes, whilst speaking^ 
towards Sir Patrick Hafley, who, standing 

H 6 ■ •*•' 
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si(t a little distance^ was observing her witfe 
bis accustomed pertinacity, and had already 
inade sundry efforts to approacli nearer^ and. 
to obtain a permanent station beside her. 

'^ At such a hazard^" resumed the Earl, 
immediately re-seating himself^ ^* I will niatj 
lelinquisb it an instant ! Yet^ 1 kqow tfi4r 
i>bvious candidates for the vaeancj wbom^'l 
could with less emotion yield it up to T { 

" Would you npt/* fiaid Adelaj Rrel|i][y . 
^^ rosign it with equal <;oiQpofttr< to T^kf^ 

C!l?^lafidr 

^^ To lAmp of all men living, witibi tfa^ 
least I But my faith in your goodnes? ti?^ 
fvards my^f is so much strongef tp«ixight 
D^AU H Mm bitb^o ever been, tb^tb cfmto 
Talbot^ I could almost renounce my pott 
ivjitfuHLit « ^Dg r 

. A4^a^ now^ willing to ^rect the <;q8¥W^ 
UsAcm to f ujb^tp l^ss immediately i^latiag 
4p themnelTeSi M$k^A him whether WilliMi 
Hfimpd^n's re»idenee wihs at a €on^L(|erable 
4i|B^cp fcQfa Cufi^berland PJace ? 

« Kq,'' repU^ he, ^' i% is in Dorpet 
Street. Tou will, I hope, very shiNPtly 
fin4 > Insure naoment to visit him, and to 
^ff^ lelif^ to the filmost total solitude im 
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miaoh |ii» ftw^t wife )iy^ immured. I musf: 
not b«re/' added be, *^ talk to you of whiA 
eanp^ms my own. interesta, and therefore I 
\yiU make nse of the opportunity to acquaint 
yen with the hei^ds of poor WiJltain*8 story. 
ilTel^ after all, I know hot why I should so 
jibemlly and constantly 9pply to him that 
Umentable epith^ ! It is tree, that he 
possesses no portion of what the wcarld palls 
«]Mt}sper)ty : he is sick; keenly aliye to the 
c^i^hension: of incurring heglect ;. di&. 
tracted at the thought of sinkii^ into m^ 
Qgmifi^ancf, ;ai^d torn widi self-^reproach for 
pursuing, with regard to hiis own family, . a^ 
. iBbPde of conduct .$o dulpably clandestini^ 
StsU, however^ I ecomder him, in one re^ 
: apect, as an object of envy. , He i& secure 
ti>r life of thcs woman of his choice ; thotr 
imut^al f^taqhrnei^t is tefudhing, and, I sin^ 
c^*ely believe, )ik<^ly to be as. permanent ash 
it is fi^rvent. Hi^ lovely young partner 
tiovf rs Fwi^ bim> vf atehes his lookt, mi- 
nigtars to hi« wants, and fopthes his despon^^ 
denoy with an assiduity resulting so entirely 
i^om the^ tenderiiests of her aflfection*-Hihe 
^iiks herself, but for iwhat she bc^ hi mi 
a«g?]^ 90 happy a. bQJiBg—li«r. temper ap.- 
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piears so amiable^ < and- her - hopes of bit 
recovery are so sanguine^ that whatever pri- 
vations, -whatever loneliness and monotony 
of existence she is condemned to « endure, 
her courage never fails, and her love never 
chills, William, injured in health both of 
body and mind, poor, maimed, and broken-* 
spirited, is; as dear, or yet dearer in her 
eyes, than if surrounded, in their utmost 
plenitude, with all that glory,- rank, vor 
affluence could bestow.- — Is a man thus 
circumstanced really to be pitied?" 

*^ If he feels the value of her afiection aS' 

ft 

sensibly as you describe it-^certainly not/* 
. ^^. He feels it with all the gratitude, all 
the reciprocal tenderness* which it ought to 
inspire :— yet, is it wholly insufficient to 
-console him for what he calls his blasted 
prospects, anid defeated -hopes. He ima- 
gines, th^t the shattered state of his cbnsti^ 
tution will compel him to resign his OQm»- 
mission, arid detesting every other pfofession 
but that of. arms, repines incessantly at the 
helpless inactivity to which the remaiftider 
of. his life must be devoted. His thirst: for 
military renown is really extraordinary, atid 
worthy the heroic Jt^reast of , ^i> ancient cr^ji- 
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sader. It has rendered him (his youths and 
subaltern * rank r considered) , a Veryi. able, I 
believe, and intelligent, officer. ; His room 
is crowded with books upon tacticsr-me- 
laoirs of great generals: — and maps of the 
4ifferent seats of war in every part of the 
Coatinent : and. these, bis young wife told 
me; are the. chief solace of his retirement, 
the /avoui:ite : antidote he uses to. lull the 

4 

aense of pain, . and . cheer the l.ango:ar pf 
debility;' , 

" But has he no physician ?'* enquired 
Adela — " these mental palliatives : will do i 
. little towards the cure of decided bodily 
suflfering."— 

" Either from ill-directed economy," .=an- 
swered Lord Ennerdale, ^'.or from. a general 
distrust and contepfipt of the; medical cqrps^ 
he has hitherto submitted his case to men of 
no reputation, and of. the most questionable . 
skill. — .His arm, hastily amputated imme- 
diately after, the engagenaent in which.it 
was shattered, has' , never been properly 
attended tosince^ bis return hpme, and is 
neither healthily, nor securely healed. It 
often gives him the most intolerabletanguish, . 
Had ,he Js, preyed upon,, in consequence^ by 
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ocmtiniiai Ibter. One of my first objecto' , 
has been to send to hitzt the ablest surgeon' 
M LdndoQ ; and afiter examining the wound^^ 
his report lb me (you will be shocked to^ 
hear) Was^ that it must go through some 
further very severe operation^ before it can . 
m any ^relElpect be pronounced in a sound fi 
way of recbVery. This personal caiamity^, t 
tiierdope, is the chief thing now to be 8t-^< :t 
tended to : after which^ sotne attempt musfe, { 
be made to remedy the wounds of his.mind^: * 
by endeavouring to effect a reconeiliatiba ^ 
between the two fiimiJies (his wife'is and hi» 
own) which a runaway marriage have ol^ j 
fended^ — and by using every exertion to get 
him promoted in his regiment.**— 

*' How providential/' cried Adela> dleeply ^ 
interested by this detail^ ** has been his •, 
encounter with so judicious and zealous at 
fiiend ! — Bat explain to me^ Lord Enner- 
dale, the particulars of this marriage : when 
was it eontcacted ? and; who is bis good and 
engaging young bride }"* 

^^ Sh^ is of a rank to render stit) more- 
respectable the fortitude which, in such a 
leverse, she nobly evincesl Her father is a 
Baronet, driven by infiroritiesi the loss of 
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n only son, and some degree of singularity, 
to devote himseir to a life of complete se- 
questration on his hereditary estate. Durmg 
a visit -—the first which she had ever been 

* 

permitted to pay even to her nearest rela<* 
tions, she saw William Hampden, and for 
a isbort period, became an inmati^ of the 
same heuse with him. He was at that time 
in^ hduriy expectation of being summoned 
to Embark with the troops which he accom- 
pmledbQ foreign service: but though his 
head was filled with visicnas of martial d\^ 
tinctions, his heart was vacant for fbe a4* 
mission of softer sentiments^ He surren- 
dered it at discretion to his fair conqueror, 
and after establishing with her the plan oTa ' 
n^iilbr correspondence, parted from her - at 
the conclusion of little more than a week, 
most ^ desperately and passionately ena- . 
moured !'* 
. *^ Why, the prompt courtship of Boi|xeo . 
and Jbliet,** cried Adeto, smiling, " scarcely 
exceeds the haste to woo of this modem 
p*irr 

^^ Oh, they were not altogether such rfow- 
p9ced, deliberate people as ^u^ I confess, . 
can be expected tp approve: ! -*^ Their sdde 
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qf affection was not so nicely graduated: 
but prudence and circumspection never were 
terms admitted into William's vocabulary ; 
neithery at sixteen, and just emancipated 
from the strictest seclusion, had they found 
any avenue to the mind of his ingenuous 
mistress. -—I must not allow them, to be 
laughed at! — ^Their love, though a little 
romantic, was sincere and disinterested; as 
a proof of which, behold thenhnow, in all 
their adversity, still devotedly attached ; and 
though reduced to live upon William's pay* 
too conscious of the repulse they merit, to 
entertain any thoughts of applying either 
to Dr. Hampden for assistance, . or to tbe 
lady's father for pardon." 
: *^ -And is it from a motive of such false 
^ pride, that William tortures the heartsDf 
aH his connections, by keeping them so long 
in ignorance of his fate ? Oh, Lord Enner- 
dfkle,' wean him from this nnnatural infatasi- 
tron : remonstrate with him on the selfish- 
ness of .estranging hiniself from a family to 
whichhe is so dear, for the wrong-headed 
gratification of being able to say — ^ I re- 
nounce their love, because: I require, yet 
disdain. their aid ! * *' 
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" My sweet friend,'* resumed the Ear!, 
see him to-morrow, and urge all this to 
him yourself. From your lips, admonitions 
ap just^ and uttered with such generous for- 
vour, must be irresistible ! From mine, is 
there not some reason to apprehend, that -he 
would Regard them as officious and inde« 
licate ?- 

, *^ The probability that he might be guilty 
of such injustices,"" cried the candid Adela, 
*^ is now SO; apparent to me, that I am 
ashamed even to have proposed to youyso 
thankless ,aa^ office. But tell me, how long 
has < he been returned from abrosid,. and 
^hen was he married ?"" 

" I have "not been able to 'exactly ascer- 
tain, f I fancy about- two months. His ge- 
Bfral health wasJess impaired on. his first 
arrival, and his spirit of enterprize infinitely 
mote active than it is at present. How be 
gained' access to the willing partner of his 
flight, 1 have had no time to learn : but ^re 
he had been landed three days, he repaired 
to, the neighbourhood of her father's house 
—probably bribed to his interest some of the 
domestics— ^succeeded in carrying her-oflf, 
and .escaped! all pursuit, precisely fcom the: 
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circumstance of having previowly escaped 
all suspicion; for his very existenee was. 
unknown to the Baronet till idFter the dis<-^ 
covery (made many hours suhsequeht to the 
event) of his daughter's elopement.** 

*^ And is she/ said Adela, •* his only 
remaining child ?*^ 

^^ I believe she is ; but not his only com*^ 
panion* His sgqi*s widow resides with hkn^ 
and superintends his fanrily*** . . -^ ^; 
1 <^ But though William declines maM«g 
any attempt to negotiate 'a reconciliatf6n; 
has not she sought to appease ^her<»flS»tded 
fctberr 

^^ I understood that ahe had^ hnt hitherto 
without avail," ' . 

*^ Oh, let her never renounce the -e*^' 

deavour ! I speak with no reference to h» 

mere worldly advantage-^^the loss of an^lii^ 

heritance is nothing, compared with the low 

of a father's blessing and forgiveness T ' 

: ^ I never," said Lord Ennerdale^ toudied^ 

by the unaffected feeling with which this' 

• was uttered, ^^ conversed with any one^ 

whose genuine goodness of hearty and .un** 

failing purity of principles might win inore> 

pmselytes to rectilij^de than yours 1-^1 should' 
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be Barry to have a cause depending on your 
decision that was not strictly defensiblei 
You would pronounce judgment against me, 
even were your own interest implicated in 
the sentence !". 

Adela, flattered by this high compliment, 
looked up with a modest glow, to express 
her gratitude:, — but, in an instant, the 
glow, and the grateful feelings by which it 
had been excited, gave place to a paleness 
ajmost' death-like, and to a crowd of emo« 
tions productive of the most overwhelming 
consternation! Her assiduous neighbour 
observed the sudden change with equal 
wonder and alarm, and pursuing the direc- 
tion which her eyes had taken, he beheldj 
0& the opposite side of the room, yet in full 
•view of the place where they sat, a gentle- 
v^sm, conspicuous for his height, and the 
dignity of his iigure*-no longer young; but 
eminently handsome-^who, whilst his dark 
and piercing eyes were fixed upon .the long 
unconscious^ but now shrinking Adela; 
seemed to be listening to Jemima Cleveland, 
who stood beside him, and it was evident, 
by her occasional glances, iVas maid tig- the 
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Earl and her cousin the objects ^ her dis- 
course. 



CHAP. VIII. 

REGtUITAL. 



To Lord Ennerdale, the mystery of Ade^ 
la's sudden change of countenance was amply'' 
explained by the vision of the tall stranger. 
He lived too much in the world to be.unac-' 
jquainted with the person of Mr. Cleveland^ 
though the . confirmed antipathy between 
himself and Julius had precluded the slight- 
est approach towards any species of inter- 
course with that young man's father. 

It was, however, to the Earl, a matter pf 
some surprise, (well as he was aware froin 
the frank communications of Mr. Somerr 
ville, of Adela's total banishment from her 
paternal home during so long a period), that 
she should thus instantly recognize him in 
the midst of so numerous an assembly : but 
when he reflected upon the extraordinary 
family resemblance subsisting between Mr. 
Cleveland. . bis son, and the General, the 
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wonder ceased, arid he readily admitted, 
that it was scarcely possible an observer who 
was interested in the scrutiny, could be 
mistaken in his identity. 

Conscious that the dismay with which 
she found herself an object of such strict 
examination, was increased by his vicinity, 
LokL Ennerdale, ever attentive to her feel- 
ings, consider-ately arose, and sauntered in 
an indirect line towards the spot where 
Jemima was still volubly conversing with 
her uncle. She was' inserisible of his ap- 
proach till he stood within two or three 
paces of her ; when, instantly checking the 
rapid tide of her elocution, and colouring 
violently, she hastily turned aside her headj 
and af&cted not to see him. 

Already but slenderly disposed to think 
well of her, this manifest embarrassment^ 
amounting almost to a look of guilt, con- 
firmed Loi-d Ennerdale in the belief that he 
had interrupted her in the prosecution of 
soipe malignant purpose. On perceiving 
him, the severe brow of Mr; Cleveland was 
contracted into a permanent frown ; he re-* 
garded him for a moment with haqgbty 
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[Surprise^ as if quiestioning by what right he 
adventured so immediately withia the in-^ 
'fluence of his eye-shot-=-and then n^^alked 
sternly away. 

Lord Eunerdale, half smiling, now drew 
still nearer to Jemima^ and standing so ini-^ 
.mediately opposite to her that she coiildno 
longer avoid looking at him, he quietly, "but 
significantly s^id-?— 

(e Why do you deny all notice to a frlettd 
when he approaches you, whom,, at a dis^ 
tance, you thought worthy to engage so 
much of your attention ? Have you heex^ 
reporting of me any evil, and are you apn* 
prehensive I should read your delinquency 
in your eyes?* 

This frank and uneiqiected attack at first 
Beigbteued the discomfiture of the amazed 
Jemima to an excess abnost intolerable : bat 
recorering in a few'moments her wonted in-* 
trepidity, and glad of any Q{)portunity of 
saying to him a civiL things she answei^^ 
with great softness — 

^' I believej^ my lord, you are pretly well 
convinced, that from me you have no de- 
linquency .to. appfeheiid of the mtnn^ you 
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if)edc oCi But^ at all events, I am a gtiiner 
hy. your inislrust, sinee H hs^ brp^ght y^a 
. to .defend your cbaj?apter in person.^* 

'^ It woul^ go to my heart," Replied hfi, 

bowing, yet regarding h^r with an air eK- 

• tfemely incredulous, *^ to d^ny implicit ci^- 

dit to so flattening a speech : but the tri/te 

truism that /acts ar^ stubborn thif^s, is 

not, you will allovi^, easy to be confuted: 

:^d what fact wa9 ei^er plluaer, than that, 

' whilsfe yiya were, conversing, witibk^ Mr. Cleve- 

: laxid> he difiected hia observaticm with 

' ioarkied displeasure towards the plaqe whi<fh 

. I: occupied. Whence arose that displea* 

< anilb ? And how came youi my avowed 

ebatnpioait to let it acquire such ascen« 

jtoncy?'' 

There is nothing that more completely 
disconcerts the artful and treacherous th^n 
. being dealt with so fearlessly and plainly. 
,.An insinuated suspicion may be evaded : 
.but hQW' repel a diit^ct impeachment — au 
' opeiv and honourable applicatjoi^ for ho* 
nesty and cs^ndour ? — JeoiifJ^a never under- 
went greater. perplexity in her life !-^Every 
feature was in agitation — her veiy fingi^fs 

VOL. IV. • I 
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«iids partook of the unconquerable embat« 
rassment thai; overwhelmed her. and with 
nervous restlessness sought occupation in 
drawing her gloves on and off, or in adjust- 
ing-the ornaments of her dress.-^Lord En- 
nerdale beheld^ but felt no pity for the cofi- 
fusion he had excited ; and, after a short 
pause> thus went on — i 

^^ If Mr. Cleveland's obvious discoiita^t 
was occasioned by viewing the indulgent 
attention with which his daughter did. me 
the honour to listen to me, why sliould you 
have hesitated to assure him, from your 
perfect knowledge of my character, that I 
certainly was infusing into her mind no 
principles of filial rebellion — no perilous 
doctrine of any description ? — That my dis- 
course was, doubtless, as unprejudicial to 
' her morals, as I am persuaded you ha^re 
always found it to yours? — Why did you 

* not vouch, on the testimony of my past, 
for my present, and future good behaviour ? 
Do you think yourself the only young lady 

* I would spare, were I inclined to hold dan- 
gerous language, or to offer up insidious 



incense Y^ 
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Much distressed what to answer, yet 
obliged, when he paused, to attempt say- 
ing something, Jemima stammered out — 

** It was the first time my uncle had be- 
held Adela for many years, and — and, per- 
haps, the view of her, holding such ready 
'and social conference with one known to be 
upon terms not — not very friendly with her 
^t)f'ot1ier, might give him — might dispose 
'*li¥tti, to feel some degree of anger.'* 
^*'' *^ And would his anger extend to you, 
^ were he to observe our present dialogue ? •* 
' ' " No, I do not imagine it would." 

'* And why ? Are not the associates en- 
iCouraged by a niece, in high favour, of more 
importance to him, than those of a daughter 
whom he neglects and discards ? ** 

*^ He cannot suppose, that whilst my own 

parents are living to direct me, I should 

' much attend to the admonitions or preju- 

■ dices of. an uncle invested with no authority 

to controul me 1 " 

"There seems to me but little difference 
; in the privilege to assert her independency 
of a daughter so long denied all paternal pro- 
tection, or of a niece so happily possessing 
it ! But to speak very seriously. Be assur- 

I 2 
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ed^ and faithfully communicate what I am 

. saying to Mr. Cleveland — that ev^ry time I 
am admitted to the society of the ladies of 

. his family^ I find the preyalence of their 

vajnis(ble qualities diffuses through my mind 
such a disposition to concoid and xecondi* 
liattou, that I am induced to look up to him 

• with Despect for being their parent— ^ and to 
te:[ctend good-will, even to his son, for bearing 
in his countenance so striking a reseml^lan^ 

,to them/* 

Jemin^a tried to dress her face in sisiies 
of approbation; ^ this language^ and" was 
preparing a panegyrical answer, wl^en Mrs. 
Erington came up, to say that their carriage 
bad been called — 

*' And, do, my lord,** added that lad^^ 
'* spare me the trouble cjf collecting the rest 
** of the party. Go in quest lof Bi^rbai^ 

. ^* and-^f *ray sis.ter * 

He immediately obeyed th^. mandate^ 
Barbara, he found in thj^ *mkU.t pf a diss^r-r 
tation on some controverted point in Sane 
cboniathon's Fboeoiciaa History with a^ 614 

. Scottish Antiquarian ; aiid afiker waiting 
some time to let the dehat^e conpjude, pixh- 
ceeded with \x& towaniU the place occupied 
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by Adefa, well pleased— (the awe which 
she Had shewn of her father, considered)-*- 
tlmt he was provided with a femak compa- 
nfon to attend bef across the roonir 

In silent, and deep dejection, Adelarose 
to comply with the long-wished*for sum- • 
mohd. Mr. Somefville jbitied her before 
ebe reached her sister, and leaning on bis > 
ftrm» after they hlad all assembled, ^k was 
advancing with the rest towards the door, 
wben Mri. tlrington suddenly stopped^ ex- 
cHwming— 
' "' I prot6st> there'd ihy. father !" 
Adela had no courage to look' up, but she 
faktfd Mrs. Eringlbn tbe n^xt moment, 
cheerfully and fearlessly address him : she' 
mM \»m answering hef it. a tone of cor- 
diality 5— both her cousins ^an up to him, . 
ta shake* hdhds and bid him good-night ;— ^ 
aiid Mr. Somerville hiinself, disengaging 
fifetiri her bis arm, deflserted her to perform 
the same ceremony. The consciousness^ ) 
that she alone was an interdicted^ a rejected 
being airiidst so many connections, none 
nedrer in consanguinity than herself, totally 
overpowered her ; — she burst into a. passion 

13 * 
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of tears, and flew towards the stairs to escape 
the more speedily from so cruel a trial ! 

Lord Ennerdale, quick as lightning, fol- 
lowed her. His heart bled at sight of her 
uncontrplable distress: he whispered words 
of the softest consolation, and was drawing 
her ar4fn within his own to conduct, her to* » 
the carriage, when, gently disengaging her-^ ^ 
self, she found voice to say— lyt 

" I fear I am doing wKong to accept yaupi* 
kindness at such a moment. Do not b^^ 
offended — do not think me ungratefiil-^bttt 
let me enti^eat that you will return into t^. 
c^ncett-room.*^ 

. *^ Ask me not to leave you, my belove4,,< 
Adela ;— I find it impossible ! You are im^ 
sorrow ;— if I cannot dispel, let me at te^ft 
share your disquiet— and whatever hegi^^^ 
denies you justice, oh, that you could fin+g 
8<ffiie solace from remembering, that in miiw .> 
^ou reiga almost to the exclusion of every ^ 

other inmate!" 

^f I find in that conviction," said the weep- 
ing Adda, softened hpyond the power of 
concealment, '' the only consolation pf . 
which I could at this instant be susceptible.^ 
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Oh^ Algernon! through life, how partial 
and how generous a friend have I ever found 
you!" . • 

Transported by her kindness, he uttered, 
in a low voice, the most fervent acknowledge- 
ments*— soothed, encouraged, and suppprted 
her, disarmhig of half its bitterness the an- 
^ guish by which she was oppressed, and con- . 
verting the tears hitherto drawn from her 
by: affliction, to tears of thankfulness ^nd 
s^i^ibility. 

Mr. Sdmeryiile and the ladies, at length 
joined them, and they all descended to the - 
carriage. Lord Ennerdale placed Adela ; 
within it, and then, foUowied by tier secret . 
l>les$ings, took his leave* : v 

During the whole way home, sh^ntever 
spoke a word. Her heaort was oppressed, 
and her eyes were every moment rejidy to 
overflow. But Jen^ima, though she ima-^ 
gined that it might be somewhat hazardous, , 
in the' presence of Mr. Somerville,. to tor- - 
n^ent Adela with remarks pn her exit from 
the concert-room, had not resolution to for- 
bear animadverting on the lolig dialogue 
which she had held with Lord Ennerdale in 

I 4 ',■■'■—■■ 
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tUePMCfissof th& window. INliis. EringtoAy< 
8eii^pei>s«aded of her sister^s invulnerability, - 
as she termed it^ laughed, at these insinuO- 
tians ; whilst Mr. Somerville, too fervently 
wkhed that the attachment which they im-* ' 
pKed might be real, to feel any dispositions * 
taowrtrovert them; Thus left to her bwtt^- 
disquieting suggestions --- incensed ^iils^ 
Ldrd E^tierdliie--^oubtful what st^ps woiitd^ 
ba pui^ued by Mr. Cleveland — enraged hf^* ' 
the passive silence of her detested rival^ J^^ 
nfilfl^ grew gutlefi, disdained to speak, even ^ 
wiien masked a* question, and quitted the-car^ , 
riftge at her fiMdieflr's do6r, in a frame of mtiili^^ 
i¥bi^' tkef bitte««dt of her ill-wishei^ migte^' 
have felt some disposition to cotnmiserMe. 

Ad^^ waa*'r0fd4ced that Mrs. Sbmervilfe^' 
by kavhtg" rcftti^d befong their return, 'm$3i ' 
spttr^ tile i^tie^ness of behoMing the dir-^- 
tordbed fttid htfrttsebd looks with which 8h«'> 
reft^he<ik €on?lleriii^d I^ac6. But irtie mO. • 
morhri^,r she hdd with her a l6hg atld con^ ' 
ftttentisi^ dialbgMs in the courefe of wMch^ ^ 
sh^ fully cd«i<ldt»d to her all th^ mortifyiilg: • 
pttKkidflirs which she had overheard respdM^ 
iilg Lady Rosaksn s marriage->^nd alt ^» 
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grief and coaster nation with which the chii-r 
ling, and apparently resentful observatioa 
of her fether^ had struck her heart. 

Th^ kind and zealous Eli iiof most warmly 
entered intd eyery feeling that she expressed. 
Hei' terror kst the' disapproving stspect of 
Mr. Clevdand, should induce Adela to re* 
pillne*. XK)rd Ehnerdale with renewied and 
niQi^ than formdr coldness, was extreme* 
Sbe supplicated ber to guard against the 
encroa.chfl^ents df timidity ; averred, in the 
i9^t positive terms, her full conviction that 
the addresses of Lord Ennerdale, if encou- 
raged by herself, would never be rej^ted 
by het father j and, with all the energy of 
anxious alF$<ctioi>, exhorted her, under do*- 
mestic eireumsfances in many respects sq 
distressing, not to throw away the. power of 
securing a protector so honourable— so every 
way entitled. to her confidence and attach- 
ment. 

The secret of Adela rose to ber lips, and 
Embracing Mrs. Somerville, on Whose sboul- 
der she sought to hide her glowing cheeks—* 

" Oh Elinor 1" exclaimed she, in a voice 
scarcely audible^ ** I last night endured^ in 

I 5 
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their fullest degree^ the opposite extremes of"* 
hafppiness and sorrow ! •* 

She was proceeding — but the entrance^ at 
that moment^ of Mr. SoHierville^ drove bact 
to the recesses of her own hearty the confes- 
sion that was irresistibly escaping her.— Her^ 
sister looked all impatience for a fuller ex^' 
ptetlation ; but Adela whispering to lier irtt^ 
earnest supplication to be silent^ she madb ^ 
p&inful effort to suspend all enquiry till thfcJP 
should once again be left to themselves/ -'* 

Having answered Mr. Somerville's enqui^* 
Ties aft^r her healthy and satisfied him that 
she was perfectly recovered from the indis- 
position of the preceding night, Adela en-* 
treated him to accompany her to the lodgings 
of William Hampden and his pretty bride. 
It was a visit which she felt reluctant to pay' 
\Vith any of the pomp and circumstance of 
equipage and servants ; and Mr. Somerville, 
ever ready to oblige her, consented with 
alacrity to be her escort. 

On arriving at a small house in Doi^set 
Street^ the lower part of which was occupied 
by the proprietors of a very scantily- furnished 
haberdasher's shop, having knocked repeat* 
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efUjf without efiect at the private door^^ Ade- 
la and her companion were compejiled to en- 
ter the . shop and ask within it^ whether 
Mrs. Hani pden was at home. 

A pert, laconic answer^ implying that^she 
did not know^ was muttered to this question 
hy a true tawdry Londoner, a girl vulgarly 
fi|^ionable, who came forth from a little 
bgick. parlour, stared boldly at the two in* 
qi^fers^ and .seemed much inclined, from 
no ostensible cause^ to treat them with im- 
pertinence* 

..^^ Will you have the goodness," said Ade- 
1% ^^ to endeavour to find out whether we 
can be received r" 

, . *^ We have nothing at all to^o with our 
loggers/' cried the repulsive young lady; 
**:- t|iere's a private door which you may go 
i^nd to.'* 

** The private door,** said the good bu?" 
moured Somemlle^ ^' is also a silent door; 
we have knocked at it several times,^ anc} no- 
body has answered us." 

^* I suppose the servant girl is out, - Well, 
then^ you may go up stairs through the shop* 
You must t;^p at the first door yovi come to 

I 6 
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onr fMT Ik^ ; Attf « tfie toOOk ^\Mt Atf' 
geiletally rit.** 

Adela approired Htis- meaMie fktf Mr. So^ 
merville^ but objected toitfot lieffidf. 

^^ I h(ad mther notgoup^'' natdihe;, <' llll 
qilife <5H^ii that my visit fs well liimd. 
Afrs. HatiapdiM B)djr be engaged — die itty^; 
ikM! Hke bei^ thoft taken by MirpHsfe : ^ 
j4m -jpecede me^ tkerefere^ tny dtor btidth^P^ 
arid iJP you find her dis{i08ed to f€ceW^Wt 
boCh^ tome and let me ktioir.— ^lj»liidt 'b6 
here making a few purchases.*' 

This declaration she hoped^ ^o^A ensure 
h€t Mme eivility-^-^and Sonierville etttertain* 
ing the s^me expectation^ left her. 

S#on after his departui^^ a man eittremie^ 
ly ^eVi dressed, bat whose air, confident and 
pfesuoiing, was cidculaf ed ta exdte reser^^,. 
unexpectedly issued forth 6*0111 the saitle fit** 
tie b^k room whence the young apprentioe- 
had made her appearance, and stationing 
himself b^ind the counter, snatched up a 
foil of ribbon, and smirking facetiousfy at 
A(ieia, begged to have the sole honour ol 
measufin^it forher-**^ 

*« So prtrtty a customer,**^ he tsMeS^ 
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*^ should ndt be waif eel upon by ah insensi- 
ble fijiAale !— I shall be pi^oud, Ma^aiii^ ta ' 
B^rve you— whethet", for the rarity of the 
things you pay • ready money, or, as ihost 
ladies do, go tick.'* 

Disgusted by the man's laAiiKarity, ' but 
concluding that he belonged to tlie shop, 
Adela coldly atifSWel^— » 

*^ As my business, Sir; is nearly over, I 
^11 hkve ho occasion to trouble jrou." 

"'Tix)Uble, beauteous lady! ab, be as- 
sui^, you can inflict upon me no trouble 
bat by refusing my humble services, t am 
a novice, fairest lady, in the art of reconfi- 
medding purchases, but, when near you, 
every thing ^recommends itself. See hovsr 
well this coloor suits, aild, if possible, sets 
ofi^ the dazzling brilliancy of your com- 
ptexkfn ; — try but, ohr those delicate hands, 
the Mastic texture of these gloves ;— behold 
this wreath — ^* its Jhtvers less blooming 
than your face ^ sue to approach that charm-* 
iitg brow :— ah, there let it rest, for there—- 
** it TK^er wilt withered be /'* 

Amazed, angry, and almost frightened, 
A<£ela drew back, saying with all the haugh- 
tiness slie could assume-— 



\ 
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^' I am not here without proteptiop^ Str^ 
and if you address to me such strange dis- 
course any longer, you will oblige me to 
call down the gentleman with whom I 



came." 



" Call, fair barbarian ! — Nay, if thou 
wilt, call even 

* Spirits from the vasty deep ! 
' But wxU they COME ^hen you do call for them P ' 

^^ l^his is quite intolerable!" cried she^j 
advancing a few steps towards the door 
which led to the staircase : but the man^ 
darting from behind the counter, and in- 
tercepting her progress, flung himself thea- 
trically before her upon one knee, and in a 
whining tone of mock humility, called out— 

* Fairer than tongue eon name thee, let me have 
' Some patient leisure to excuse myself.* 

Adela now seriously alarmed> as well as 
insufierably provoked, regarded him a mo- 
ment with a mixture of indignation and 
wonder, and then said — 

^' I am totally at a loss to understand on 
what pretence you. think yourself authorised 
to treat me in so extraordinary a manner.— 
Be assured^ Sir, that such conduct will QOjt 
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fail to be resented as it ought by those with 
ivhem I am connected.** 

The girl behind the counter^ at these 
Words^ no longer confining herself to a silent 
simper^ laughed audibly; and Adela*8 in- 
corrigible tormentor, nothing daunted by 
the rebuke ^hich he had received, burst 
forth into fresh heroics, and gazing at her 
with real or pretended admiration, ex- 

^ Oh, what a deal of scorn looks heauiijul 
*^In the contempt and anger of thai eye!' ; 

Reflecting, with increasing dismay, upon 
the conduct of this man*s impertinent femMe 
associate, aB well as upon the insolence of 
his own, the frightful idea now occurred to 
Adela, that she had incautiously exposed 
herself to insult in a house of ill-repute I 
The thought no sooner struck her, than 
turning hastily round, she seized upon the 
lock of the street-door, and was. impatiently 
endeavouring to open it, intending to run 
out of the shop, when the stranger spring- 
ing forward, arrested her eficirts, grasped 
her hand, and with undiminished effrontery^ 
smiling in her face^ cried-*- 



^ Oh, fairest beauty, do not fear or fly, 

' Stay— for I haoe no power to let thee peas; 

f My hand would frte thee, but mg heart say^ —no* ' 

TrembKng, and sick - with tefrror^ yet 
anxious h6t 16 desert herself, Adelii^ with 
qaivenng lips^ bill affected coii rage, said-^ 

*^ I insist upon being ithiiiediately suf- 
fered to pass ! I could not Have believed, ; 
that in a hmise of apparent respectability, ' 
and , in the presence of a young- womanr » 
whose own interest ought to render her de^ 
sirous of behaving with propriety- to thosfe 
who enter her shop, I iricurired any risk of 
being inolested in so unpardonable a man-' 
lier!" 

• Stveet saint^fw chdrity, he nofso ewnt r 
r^med the impenetrable stranger — '^ tho^ 
li^, so fresh, so rosy, and so yduthfol^ 
were made — ^ F&r kissing^ ladjf^ not for 
sack contempt I*"* 

The free look with which these words 
were quoted, corresponded so alarmingly 
with the freedom of their meaning, that 
Adela, growing despemte of escaping per^ 
sonal indignity, unless she made some vi^or>» 
ous effort for her own liberation^ suddeni]r 



and d^teroudy jpusfaed ipim aside, and 
turning the Ic^ck with the rapidity of thought, - 
darted into the street. 

The man, half lairghifig, half enraged, 
rushed after h^r. She heard his odious voice^ 
his dreaded dtep dose behind hef--rand fly- 
ing impetuously fomwifd, she scarcely kpew 
wtxithery li^d nearly attained the end of the 
stroet, vfhtn inpeded hy ih^ Extended tvm - 
of BDibe perMn^. whotn» in: her rapid cours|&, 
she }«ai^ ucicoh9ciottsly» alropst ilin up, 
a^unsi:'^ 

J^ - Let me pass— l^t me pass!** ;cri^ nh^ > 
wildly endeavouring to insinuate her fl^id$r . 
form lietw^n daia new interrupter aod the 
rails of a bouse near> which he. had sto|)t'^^ ^ 
**'! am pursued — I mast get away— J »••«# 
run on!'* 

' ** Ftasrsued T* repealed a welL-kiiowD' roioe • '- 
that instantly ^hroUght conffort t6 ^her heart : 
— ^* By whom ? — Wherefote ? -^ l*dk »l : 
me, de^u*est Adela — look at nie, and dis'Aiias: 
thKne feafs !-^Cftn you distnist/' added h^^ 
with ^ a smile, >^ the tlalour of. a cKampida to ^ 
inttrested in protecting, the treasure he faolda ' 
dearest upon earth!** 
^ Oh, no, ii^;-^]fed.tbat.Iiim8«&^I 
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feel delighted at this meeting !" cried she, 
panting for breath, but recovering to a- full 
sense of security-— 

" I am most happy to hear you say so," 
resumed Lord Ennerdale — " take my arm, 
and let me have the pleasure of attending 
you wherever you purpose to gp/* 

Adela looked round, to ascertain, what 
was become of her recent persecutor. . tie 
had stopt short on seeing her detained and 
addressed by a gentleman who appeared t6 
know her, and now stood still at some little 
distance, as if waiting to observe how the 
interview would terminate. 

^* As I have found so good a defender,** 
said she, at length, '^ 1 feel no scruple in 
g6ing back to the house whence I this mo* 
ment fled. But promise me,** she added, 
^^ to enter into no altercation with the per- 
son who alarmed me. Be my guardian 
from future disturbance, but not the aven- 
ger of that which is past*** 

^' Yet, tell me, of what nature was that 
disturbance? Who indicted it? Was it 
the man whom I see vv^tching us from yon- 
der crossing ?** 

l^ Trouble not yourself about that man. 
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or any other man !'* cried Adela, hastily 
taking his offered arm^ f^ come with me^ . 
and remember/ thfit you are not to lose 
sight of me an instant !** 

^^ Oh, that you would remember,'' tjx- 
claimed he, pressing the hand which rested 
upon his arm, " never to withdraw so grate- 
fill, and so sw€;et a charge !" 

They now walked on, and as they pro- 

■■»•«•■ " * 

cec^d^ed, Adela, whose thoughts were full of 
her recent adventi^rci said, *' can you ex- 
plain to me, by what infa,tuation William . 
Hampden chuses to reside in lodgings so 
every way improper for his young wife r" 

^^ Do you oaean on account of their ob« 
scurity? Ah, my lovely friend) to one in ^ 
William's qircum^tancea, that would l}e their ^ 
principal recommends^tion;' , 

Adela now e^pls^ined herself, $nd stated 
that therp seemed some reason to distrust , 
the good character of the people of the , 
house. . . ; 

/' You must surely be mistaken," cried. 
Lord Ennerdale, much surprised, ^^ I yes- 
terday saw the mistress of this little niai)- 
sion, and she appeared to me a perfectly ^ 
creditable and inoffensive persoa. What;. 
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reason have yo«-had to judge of her other- 

wPerceiviog that the man who had so in- 

« ■ 

sufferably molested her was gone complete- 

•• • . - • • * 

ly out of sight, Adela ventured to recount 
the whole of her adventure, and was listen- 
ed to with an indignation land amazement 

c 

not to be described ! 

"After assuring her, however, that tfie^ 
young woroan^ who had abetted the strari- 
ger's impertinence with such callous deri- 
sibn, was not the proprietor of the shop^ 
but the daughter or niecd of the pei'son who 
kept it, the Earl ^dded — 

• ^^ Why, my too cautious Adela, did you 
difer the relation of this tale till the man 
wTiose insolence ^o loudly called for chastise- 
ment had disappeared ? You cannot sup- 
pose, that with so contemptible ah adver- 
sary, I ^houM have made of this what is 
ctiled ah affair of honour? — ^The only thing 
to have done with him, would have been to 
have broken a switch across his shoulders V*^ , 
*'^ And whilst that amusing operation was 
peiforining/'.said Adela, " you would have 
i^ me standing ih the street, as spectatress 
of the sport. ?** 
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Lord En nerdale laughed j but assured h^, 
that he would have provided fc^ her the 
best accomaiodations to witness the transac-» 
tiou, which^ on such short notice he jcould 
have obtained. 

They were now a^riv^d at the door of the 
. diop^ and on enterii^g it^ p^rceivied Mr^ 
Somerville, red with aqger, vehe^enti^ in- 
terrogating; the youi^g woitiap -on. the sub^ 
ject of the lady bo had brought with binK 

The girt^ thougl^ stilt inyeterately pert, 
seemed half frightened^ a;nd whilst stre- 
nuously disclaiming a}l knowledge o£ the 
Jady's motive for so abrpptly depjirtingi re- 
peatedly declare49 th^t fcH' aoy advantage 
gained by her as a customer^ she. might as 
^ell never have entered the shop. 

" Here are all the things/' continued she, 
^\ which she pretended to bi^y. still lying 
anpaid for on the counter ; and, I suppostf^ 
jthe pleasure of selling them as repanants, is 
. the only reward I shall have for my trou- 
ble." 

•" But did she leave for me no . message? 
Did she go away alone, and on foot ?" 

*• She went away, with a gentleman," Wd 

ihe girl, spitefully^ enjoying hjs perplexit^s^ 
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^^ I can tell you no more about her, if you 
was to make ever such a rout T 

^ Girl, girl/' exclaimed Mr. Somerville, 
extremely irritated — ^^ it is more probable 
that your insolence drove her away in dis- 
• gust— perhaps in fear! You deserve the 
severest reprehension for the gross incivility 
of your behaviour from the instant we eti- 
•tered your paltry shop; and it would l>e 
doing you ho more than justice, pubUcly 
to expose your misconduct in the newspa- 
pers!'* '^ 

The appearance, at that moment, of Acle- 
-la herself, put an end to the menaces, but 
•too justly incurred, which the angry Somer- 
ville was pouring forth; He flew towards 
her, and the young woman, not much 
dated on seeing her return, slunk into the 
little parlour, and left the shop clear to its 
.unwelcome occupiers. 

Adela eagerly enquired what had detained 
♦her brother-in-law so long^in William Hainp- 
den's apartment ? 

After congratulating himself on behold- 
ing her so safely escorted, he answered — 
! *^ At the mome^t I went up, the poor 
fellow was preparing to undergo, from bi» 
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hew ^urgeon^ a minute examination of his 
ill-heated arm. Of course, I concluded on 
hearing this^ that it would be proper to take 
an immediate leave: but Mrs. Hampden, 
'ptfle and trembling, supplicated me to re- 
lAain a few minutes in the adjoining room. 
Her maid, she told me, had unfortunately 
been dent out o^n a distant errand ; the mis- 
tress of the house was likewise absent, and 
^f her husband should faint under the prac« 

« 

titioner's hands, she distrusted her own ahi« 
lity to administer to his recovery as she 
oi^ht. — She therefore implored me to grapt 
her the consolation of knowing that there 
was at least one human being near her who 
felt for her poor William's sufFerings, and 
who would enable her to support her own 
terrors with more resolution. — What could 
I oppose tp such a request ? In truth, I had 
no heart to resist its urgency a moment. Yet, 
deeming the immediate vicinity of a cham- 
ber of such anguish, an unfit spot for my 
kind Adela, I rather chose to leave her, 
somewha^t longer^thain she might expect or 
wish, to her own conjectures, than expose 
her to grieve and tremble with the affrighted 
Mrs« Hampden.'* 
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" Ob, yott decided modt consid^Fatdy 

* 4ind wisely T^ cried Adela.— ^'^ But how did 
oTir unfortunate WiHiam endure the 8W- 

' geon'^ scrutiny ?* -^ 

'* With the most manly fortitude of mififcl^ 

* but— debilitated as is the state of hisfpattke 
.'—the most alarming and frequent symptotf^s 

* 4>f bodily exhaustion. The inspection was 

* peculiarly severe ; Iwas forced to issue Imm 
' my retreat, and to exert myself at oneef .40 
' revive the drooping wife, and to sustain tfte 
^ half-expiring husband. It was a scene .tiie 

most trying I ever encountered ; yet, sbaJi^ I 
Always rejoice that I so opportunely pf^semt- 

* ed myself where my services appeared so 
acceptable, and where two such interestiiig 

' creatures seemed so totally abandoned in the 
hour of trial to their own worn-out strength. 

' The surgeouj when this fir^t painfitl duty 

< was over, spoke with cheerfulness oC bis pt- 
•tient's speedy prospect of entire recovery; 
and gave the languid young man the highest 
credit for his noble endurance of the tor- 
ture to which he had been obliged to put 
him." 

^ '1 It was my intention in coming hither^'* 
•aid Lord EnnerdaJe, '^ to havjp asked* for 
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^dtiii^sion to the invalid: but perhaps^ after 
all he has undergone^ it may be better to 
leave him to repose.** 

*^ I am decidedly of (hat opinion," cried 
tMr. Somervilk-—^' to-morrow is the soonest 
'tbat^hcwill be* capable of conversing with 
Utty ease.'* 

^^ Then letas hapten away," said Adela ; 
'^^j^^ We are keeping possession of a place 
*%het^ we may be called upon, by some 
TOftg^ing customer, to weigh out pins, and 
*iheasure laces. Which of you two . gentle- 
wen would make the most adroit mau'-mil*- 
feer?" 

** To a lover of good bargamis,** erred 
4lihr. Sotoervilte, ** 1 shouM indubitably 
•^ove much the most acceptable person to 
^fcal i^tfe ;— ^ince, wkhbut an instant's he- 
Citation, I would dispose of the ivhole rtotik 
Iti' trade, liere collected, and df the young 
lady at its head, precisely for their ^genuine 
^lue-**that is to say— for nothing T. 

'Whilst he -was yet faking, the real 
owner of the shop, the person of whom 
'i:iOTd'EnnerdaIe bad made such ftvoura[ble 
mention, came in, loaded with bandboxes^ 

V0J-. IV. K 
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and parcels, but smiling and civil, tlioagh 
evidently much fatigued. 

The Earl, perceiving that she mistook 
them for purchasers, and was getting ready, 
with no little speed and bustle^ to serve them, 
hastened to undeceive her. He told h&r 
they were friends of Mt. and Mrs. Hamp-' 
den ; informed her of the trying operation 
which the former had just gone through^ 
and recommending that the house shoulc^ 
be kept as quiet as possible for the rest of 
the day, said that he felt assured she would 
render every service in her power to her 
youthful tenants during a period of such 
suffering — 

" That I will indeed. Sir f criea the 
good woman, with promptness — *^ my heart 
has ached for them many a time, po^r 
souls, since they first came into this bouse ! 
Arid I hope they have always found them- 
selves treated with proper respect. They 
are as good lodgers as ever I had in my life^ 
as punctual as the day in their payments^ 
and as quiet as mice/' 

*^ They speak with infinite gratitude of 
your attention 



• • • • 
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** But here is a lady/' interrupted Mr^ 
Somerville, ^^ who has by no means the 
same reason to speak favourably of the ei-^ 
vility of your young shop-woman.^ 

Adela would now have interfered to pre- 
vent the accusation he was about to make': 
but Lord Ennerdale besought her not to 
oppose his purpose, and even joined in the 
censure which her brother-in-law had be-t 
gun— 

^•' It is reciprocally tl>e interest of seller 
ind buyer/' said he, *Hhat good manners 
as well as good measure should be dealt be- 
tween them. A little lesson to this . e^ect, 
could it be duly impressed, might produce 
some reformatiot^ in the impolitic assistant, 
who, by her rudeness, drives away those 
whom the civility of her principal would- 
attract." 

He then recounted as much of the scene 
which had passed in her shop, as was ^uffi* 
cient to convince its mistress of the justice 
of his expostulation. 

** Ah, lord. Sir," cried slie, as soon as 
be had ended, '^ its ail along of the airs my 
crazy nephew puts into her head, that the 
girl behaved so unbecomingly. Here, Nun* 

K 2 
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cy," added sbe^ calling 4 n great ivrath'tb^ 
the iJhrintkmg culprit, "*lcoiirie and ask par- 
flon of this, lady for your impertinence f 
Come this moment, you young torment T' ^ 
Slo^vly and reluctantly the cfest-fa:llen 
damsel emerged from her lurking-place, and 
her angfy employer then went on-*- 

*^ I warrant, Norris has been here agkiti 
this morning !-He'll bring you to fufe 
girl, and me to distraction !— You '^^eift 
idle and perverse enough in all consciencife 
before he came, and -I wish ; with all *Ttif 
heart, he had tt^l^r found his way to the 
house ! Sp^ak, §tatue ! Wasn't it him who 
treated this lady so rudely whilst jrou stood 
by and laughed ? Shame on you ! Is this 
the way to bring a good name to the shop? 
Is this the way to gain friends and credit !^ 
the world r '^ 

' The name of Norris struck a'chill to the 
heart of Adela, and filled her with dismay. 
She took hold of Mr. Somerville*s arm, and 
drawing him towards the door, said — 

** Let us go— let us go, my dear brother 1 
i— i have heard enough upon so disagreeable 
'a subject.'* 

*^ Well, but Ma'um/* tesumed tte W- 
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f^axi^ anxiou3Ly fullpwiug her^ ^^ I hopa 
yoQ don't gp aivay quite lastifl^y affront-* 
ed I I assure you I am exceedingly, 
ashamed and sorry for what has passed^ 
Pixtg^ dear me^ ifta'am^ how could I help 
i,t r — Here*3 iny nephew, a wild^ foolish 
Ghap> newly married to a fine, quality wi7 
d.pw, a I^y Somebody, .whose head he turn .- 
^^ by his nonsensical poetry and stuff ;-«^ 
l^d.sbe. leaves him master of his time and 
j^jiey to, com^ up, aqd play the deuce her4 
^; London. ;-^an4 somehow, he ferreted mt 
qut, (I was h\$ father's sister) an,d Ifip npfsodn 
^f the day in talking a pack of rut^bisU 
ifi. this vaiQ. girl> whili^ I am. focoed to b^ 
^udgii^ abput the tqwo* wsutii^ upon my 
customers. And, bless you> mji!am> hoWi» 
^^1^ to be wonderedf at, he should be listeiied 
tm^by suqh a poor ignorant th^n^ when he 
has had the art to wheedle himself into 
^ouj: with. an. accomplished) dev.er lady, 
l^^e the OD^' hp pecsu^d to m^Fry him ?-^ 
] am sure I never wa$.so.surpnsed in h\l my 
y^ho]i^ life, as when I firsts hoaii^ thqit Bob 
hf^d, raised himself to siiqh. prefermes^t ;-«i 
for tliQugh he. has tried a little of every 

i^qgi. I VW^X ^*»A ^^ I ««wr thoHj^t hd 
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■ « 

would find the means of trying the life of 
a gentleman! — Dear, I wish I could think 
of his lady's name ! — Can't you recollect it, 
girl?" 

' " Yes," answered the malicious personage 
thus unfortunately applied to—" her name 
is Rosalvan^ — and that young lady is het 
daughter ; — Mr. Norris knew her the mo- 
ment she came into the shop.'* — 
- Adela^ at these words^ hiding her face ill 
her handkerchief, ffed into the street with 
as much precipitation as when pursued by 
Norris himself^ Mr. Somerviile and the 
Earl, exceedfingly concerned, iiistantly huii- 
ried after. The latter gently drew her armr 
lyithin his own, and for some time, tliey aB 
walked on m silence. 

At length, Adela, uncovering her 8tr»ms. 
ing eyes, said in an accent the most de^ 
jected*— 

" Oh, Lord Ennerdale — am I — thu» 
degradingly cbnnected, — am I worthy to be 
tb€i object of your choice ?" . 

*^ You are worthy," cried he, with an 
enthusiasm wholly irrepressible, " to be 
the chosen mistress of an empire ! — ^What- 
erer Lhear, whatever I behold, of a nature 
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to give you unmerited pain, serves but to 
increase njy impatience to hasten the time, 
when it may become my province to secure 
you from a recurrence of such harassing 
trials ! — Adela — dearest Adela — I must 
sp^ak unreservedly to Mrs. Somerville this 
very day — I must soUcit the exertion of her 
influence over your father, to procure for 
rtie the blessing of speedily calling yon mine 
for ever !" 

; y What a moment/' cried the agitated 
Adela, ^^ to make so generous a proposal ! 
•—Obi think' of this hateful alliance formed 
by 'my unhappy mother ! Think of the dis- 
grace which it reflects upon me ! — Wherever 
1 gOj allusions to her disastrous story, haunt 
and distress me. My father, by appearing 
to disown me, casts a stigma upon my birth' 
f— my title to the name I bear is questioned 
—I have no appropriate rank in society — I 
am a rejected, unvalued being, who can 
bring into no family either honour, wealth, 
or even the negative advantage of an undis- 
puted descent P 

She had spoken in so unguarded a tone 
that Mr. Somerville, who unavoidably over- 
heard the substance of all she said, was 

K 4 . 
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preparing: with great earnestness to aa^ei^ 
her, when Lord Ennerdale anticipated' bioij 
and warmly replied— 

^^ What are all these accidental circuQi- 
stances of your situation to me ?f— You stUt 
are Adela — the Adela I love aik- my own 
soul ! On whpm I rest my fondest hppej^of 
happiness through life! — I married' onf^ 
with ever;^ prpmise o( earthly pipspdril^ 
held out to my view. Birth^ fortune^ ^^^ 
rest| and splendid conneetions^. made of tt)e 
union into which I then entered the inaat 
brilUant I could have contracted. Wbaii did 
these vain accessaries to felicity pjrodttcei?^ 
It is not far me tp tell yon^ AA^j.hsm 
iilile^ bow^ insv^cient I found th^ip t6 
ensure even resignation! — Ah^ now^-^at a 
maturer period of my existence, let me 
form an engagement dictated solely by the 
aflfections of my heart ! — Let me diuse ^ 
friend^ a companion on whom I can rdji 
for every social^ every endearing quality :—^ 
one who. will be a protectress to my chifc» 
dren^ and the ornament and del%ht of their 
father\s blissful home^!" 

^^ Can you^ Adela," cried Mr* Sbmer- 
ville^,.^p had rapturously attended to this 




ipitedbi. ^cao; your, resist so eloquent a 
pleader?*' 

^^ Ifethcr ask mej" she Uushmg, yet 
fsMildy^ aofiwered^ ^^ bow I sbalt rabdoe 
tmy own repmings/ slumid such- pleadings 
;benMi8ted6yi,qrfetherr 

" He caonot^— «>be mil not be so great an 
'enenuf to you;,, and to us all !*~We will 
^i^e in' ovr> ajspheatton to bim,-^w& will 
*ii&0¥f hkn no: peaoet, vs& resjute. tilf hi« con-* 
^$mk. 'm. o1i>taixiedl — My good littb* Adefo, 
/(Hamiss^ these vain afoprehensions : be cbnft- 
*,defit> he chiterfa], for this mateh fhust take 
-phee. ! — I shaQ lose my senses i£ it fails !'* ' 

" Are they not,** said Adela, half smiV- 
ing, " a little gone astray already ?" 

*^^ Oh, be as saucy as you will— ^say any 
thing to me — do any thing with me — I al- 
"low and forgive it all, on' cpndition you al- 
low me, six weeks hence, to give you joy 
•«» Lady Ennerdale !** 

The Earl, delighted at , his cordial friend- 
liness, thanked him in the most animated 
terms ; and then Mr. Somerville, no longer 
able to suppress his curiosity, said, 

" When was it, Ennerdale,. that you 
Vere fortimate enough to prevail on this fair 

k5 
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paragon: of female discretion to acknow^ 
ledge, that she had a heart?" 

" Its capture," cried he, gaily, ^' except 
by presumptive evidence, I have not even 
yet obtained assurance of! — But when a 
man is permitted, unreproved, to talk of 
his love, it is seldom, I suspect, for the 
gratification of any other feeling than vani- 
ty, that he is very hasty and importunate 
in soliciting a formal avowal of reciprocal 
tenderness. Adela heard. me declare the 
sentiments she bad inspired, with so much 
sweetness, that she put to flight all terror of 
her disapproval ; and I have been too grate* 
ful and happy to ask for more*" 



CHAP. IX. 

PROHIfilTION. 

They were now arrived at Mr. Somerr- 
vllle's door, which was no sooner opened, 
than that gentleman, hastily preceding his 
two companions, ran up into the drawing- 
room, impatient to communicate to his wife 
the discovery be had just made of the good 
understanding subsisting between Adela and 
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the Earl. He found her, as he wished, 
alone: hut in evident dejection, and with 
eyes which betrayed that she had recently 
been in tears. 

. before she could reply to his alarmed in- 
terrogations. Lord Ennerdale and her 
sister entered. 

An explanation now took place, the most 
unpleasant to all parties. 
: Mrs. Somerviile, in the absence of her 
liosband and Adela, had received a letter 
from her father ; she pointed to it with 
looks of deep concern, and desiring them 
to read it, drew Lord Ennerdale to a win- 
dow, to inform him of as much of its con- 
tents, as she thought it necessary that he 
should know. 

Mr. Cleveland began by saying, that he 
concluded it was needless to state his reasons 
for not calling in Cumberland Place t they 
were such as Mrs. Somerviile might easily 
conjecture. He congratulated her, how- 
ever, on the birth of her son, and expressed 
his good wishes, with something approach- 
ing to paternal aiTection, for both mother 
and child. 

He next adverted to the information- 
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which herhadi^ceived of the aasiduoua i^iiiltl 
nt her house of Loud Ennerdale^ askd o£;tlM 
adoi^ ration which he was rqx)iited to evlae^ 
for her youngest sister. With: ihe fbraMt 
part of this intelligence^ he^ admitted ^at 
hft had nothing to do : she: and Mr. Sonnal 
ville were^ of course, at liberty tor reociMl 
as often as it suited them,. w^Mtemer.the^ 
pleased ; but^ with, the: latter pacfe ofttiit 
ceinmuiiication> he 2»:luiQwiedgei hnnaelf 
much dUsatiafieii. He had^ the preeodn^ 
evenings witnessodr enough^ to > amply oeoA 
vi nee him, that the intercourse healhidKd. 
fo wafi of no aecidentai or unme^ing^ nm 
ture; and he now wrote to exprestsihis de^ 
elded and unalterable: condemnatioiiLof tin 
intimacy which he had seen so oiiequivcM 
eally manifested. He proceeiM ta.pron 
soauiCf^^ that Adela^ must give, no fuflfafli 
countenance to the attentions ; of a maot 
fipom wliom he wa^ so entirely averse ; - she 
must abandon all idea of accanqaaaying^ 
Mr. and Mrs. Somerville intpNorthumbeM 
land-^into the ixcj^bourhood of. Modyng** 
ton Cattle; and if, * whilst the EarV yet re*- 
mained in town, that lady and gentljeman. 
chosej as usual> tQ admit him. dftilyilit 
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his eqiedadiksir&tUat.tfaeBr ytimig gaest 
flbouU irekirn iminediatel3e to tiiia abod^ a£ 
fin. Ebmqiden* This decisioB^ fae aiMed^ 
warn irat.ta be shaken;; audi a& the present 
was the first instanee of hir interference in 
her AiaterVaanGenia^. he begged^ it might be 
l^lasi tine he. should hasife Mcas^ to 
S|Bak.upoii:so unpleasasit a sufajedts. 
>dAt.tb& end^of this peremptory mandMe^ 
'^UaBiSnbjoined.an invitation ixxMfi. »n<lM^^ 
Ij ka a ec yi ile and Adicia^ to dine witb hint 1^ 
tmkday ibey were all disengaged. 

'Adela^ though not^ perhaps^ tihte ntmst 
Mrpriaed: of any present at a ktter so ever^r 
way cruel^ was completely thrown off hei« 
giMd hjr itS'pGruaal^ ami: (her spirits^ airdady 
harasaed by- the incidiBnts o£ thm moming)p: 
Bftdino' sooner fiinsbednt; than* a deep sigb 
feraed its v^y ftudm* her hearty aad a shower 
of', tears gixsfaed. from hereyes*. 

. LordJEnnenlale flew to hec.- Air OMe 
elated: aod depressodoxL bdioldrng an^aKfliic^ 
tion^so flattering to him as a ionner^ so. pain- 
ful as a friend^ he took her hand^ and pres- 
sed it with fondneisi though in silence to 
)m hearts 

: Mcs4 JSoniervilte> in the midst^ ofiifacr oww 
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disquietude^ seemed surprised at the ps^sive 
sanction which her sister gave to a freedom 
so new in Lord Ennerdale, and so little 
according with the general reserve that had 
subsisted between them — 

Her husband read the sentiments whick' 
her looks expressed, and hastily cried out— ^ 
" My dear Elinor, she loves him ! An ex--^ 
planation has^ at lengthy taken place, and 
she does all the justice to her old fri»:ut 
Algernon, that we so long have wished t 
But is it not a circumstance of peculiar 
infelicity, that at this very juncture a jjrohi- 
bition so stern should arrive to harass and 
perplex them r " 

Mrs. Sbmerville embraced her sister with 
an air of mingled pity and congratulation, 
saying — ^^ Shall I complain, dearest girl, of 
the reserve with which you have treated me?' 
Or shall I indulge myself in owning, hoW: 
Vmcerely I admire the wisdom and self-<;om- 
mand which you have so happily known how 
to blend with such unsuspected sensibility?** 

Then addressing the Earl, she added—- 
*^ I have told you enough. Lord Ennerdale 
of this distressing letter, to entitle me ta. 
your Qjanion how to aojswer it. Need I 
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declare how' sincerely it grieves me? Or 
how joyfully I would pursue any measure 
likely to procure a repeal of the interdiction 
it contains ? *' 

\ Lord Ennerdale paused for some seconds 
^^Iboked agitated and irresolute^ and^ at 
lengthy answered— 

^^ Let me but obtain the permission of 
Adela to act as if this letter had never been 
mceived, and I will yet venture to hope^ that 
something auspicious may be effected by an 
immediate application to Mr. Cleveland, 
from myself, either in person or in writing. 
Tou shall decide, dear Mrs. Somerville, 
which method it will be wisest to adopt.'* 
^^ Iti this case," cried her husband, ear- 
nestly, " be advised, Ennerdale, by iwe. 
Seek no interview. Mr. Cleveland is austere, 
and difficult to conciliate. An answer to 
your proposals (even favourable) might not 
be very graciously accorded — a definitive' 
rejection would probably be accompanied by 
such harshness as you would find it very 
'painful to bear.** 

Adela now raising her tearful eyes, and 
looking at Lord Ennerdale, said-^^^ ought I 
not to exhort you to renounce so hopeless a 



pursuit r Ja it parcbiiabk — is it generous 
ia me, ta-sujK»p you to> expose yourself to 
ao probable a.chltnce oEincarciDg a repulsive 
failure ?*• 

^^ It i»^ 9t I&aiit iMit gehopous,. l)daved 
Adda> . to holii tar - ma: soicii. language ! You 
should rather encourage by approbation llie 
step' £ am about to take. From your &ther^ 



■ - "^ % 



I can- eudiiu^rmuch :i — &ar nodiing from bur 
correi^oodeBee^ wheiiier it be verbal or 
i¥rittl^D^ Th& reward I have in view wifl 
stimulajfe me to an exertion at once of pi^ 
tiehqe^ of ui^ne3^ which no coldness, no 
rebuild, at the outset of the i^ociation, shall 
itidue^ me to suspend. Look smilingly, 
then,, my Adela^ on. the enterprise,— »bid'u^e 
.depart, and pmsper,,— ►and ^i will-~'all 
must end welK" 

She made a faint efibrt to regard hioi with 
a moi^e dneeriqg aspeet, ajad giving him hat 
liaifcd,: aiiswered«-<- 

^^ I Utde merit that you should undertake 
for nte siich a task*: but, as you bid me, I 
will say ; — ^Go, and may success attend you!" 

'^ The purest blessing of Heaven reward 
you for^the kindness of that little sentence ! 
*-^My heart's, dear Adela^^ farewel.l-*-Fare«; 



wel^ jny ever-friendly, Mrs. Somerville. — 
You shaJi hear from me shortly.— ^Write 
not^ speak not, take not any step in theL 
affair till you see me/' 

Then, hastily shaking hands with Mr. 
Somerville,. be snatched upJus bat, and ran^ 
oat o£ the hou$e, 

• A general silence for some mrnute3^ suc-^ 
ae<^ded hia- departure, Adela was the fir^t 

to speak-^ 

•Hi '^ * 

^V *^ I' could ftot bear," said she,, desppnd* 
Ingly,; ^^ to: appear insensible of his- generoui^ 
eagerness : but I have a strong internal con<<^ 
viction, in defianrse of hia sanguine pro^ 
^ostics^ that all ibis will end unhappily 1 ^ 

*^ I trust nic^ my dearest sister/' cried 
.^£rs» Somerville, anxious to revii)e and givQ 
her confidenoe.— '* Recollect how favourable 
a circumstance is the absence from towii. at 
this criticsd' moiQent of the irreconcUeabld 
Julius* It leaves my father at libenby tq 
attend more impartially to the voices of rea^ 
san ; and will give u& all more opportomity 
to back Lord Ennerdale's cause with th&zeal 
which it cfeservesi. Dearest Adclar--S4|bmit 
not without some effort !— ^LreeoDtmend not 
—Heaven forbid I should-r^dnHiig^ opposir 
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tioD, and open defiance :-— but beware of 
being too yielding — too easily panic-struck* 
-^And above all, my sweet sister, let nothing 
induce you to utter any rash promises of 
unconditional and perpetual renunciation. 
Time conquers all difficulties. — Prejudices 
may relent — animosity may subside— -pride 
may be softened — every thing, in short may 
be vanquished but the obligations imposed- 
by solemn, though unguarded vows.** 

To these friendly exhortations, Adela wa$j 
unprovided with any answer. She enter- 
tained higher notions of paternal authority 
than many, perhaps, who have been frona 
infancy habituated to live under its controul. 
All that related to the reciprocal obligations 

• ■ • « • ^ 

of parent and child, she considered with a 

. * ■ • ■ • i< 

species of solemn reverence which gave to 
fhe subject peculiar power over her imagii 

nation. An altercation with her brother 

• • • . • 

might have concerned, yet (violent as she 
knew he could be) would have had not the 
smallest effect over her sentiments and ac- 
tions. But to resist the positive behests of 

« • • * , ■ * 

a father I — Adela recoiled with affright from* 
the mere idea :-— she knew that her courage 
would be unequal to performing such a part 
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-^^and she felt that her principles ought to 
oppose even the very wish that her courage 
veere greater ! — Yet, without a struggle, to 
renounce Lord Ennerdale; — to suffer the 
prospects of hei' whole life to be tinged with 
gloom arid hopelessness ; — and to repay with 
d^ld-and heartless timidity the disinterested 
attacMnent she had inspired ! — ^The altema-^ 
wfe between such a mode of conduct, and 
the disobedience which its reverse would de- 
Ar^ad, was truly dreadful to her : and nevei* 
were hburs so apprehensively arid painfully 
^pent, as those that intervened between the 
eari*s di^rture, and the moment when he' 
again'/ on the following day;^ made his ap* 
pearance. 

•' Slie was alone to receive him, Mrs. So-' 
merviile having just left her, and Alicia,^ 
who was a tardy riser, not being yet de- 
scended from her room. 

His aspect, as he approached her, told,' 
without words, a tale of the blankest disap- 
pointment, and the severest mortification. 
Adela*s heart sunk at the sight ; she had no 
voice to utter a single enquiry : — dismayed, 
pale, motionless, she looked at him in silent 
sorrow— and hei: foreboding fears whispered 
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-r^" He coaips to tell bqq, we are, fof even 
parted ! " 

Lord Emierd^e,. who after; precipitate ji> 
advancing, towardii h^jp^ oii. first <{ofning ta>; 
bad; abruptly turiied a^w^}^/ and; pg^^ th^ 
aparitmient in; disordered: haKtei, iiieapfLb¥'<lf 
aonouTicing the tidings he breqgbt^ i)0p» 
again drew neai! h^9 stnjd* moumfiiUyT*^d<«^ 

^^ I am despotically, aiid viijdictively;re^ 
jeQted, my Adete l-*^Ydtfi; father^-your..ii«f 
plaoabte fath^f^ vefu^esni^ all san^^tioii^fMI 
robs me of all hop^l-^-^'Qh^ tbait I had uwef 
vipkodL yctttrr happin^s by a per^v^t^neeri^ 
^P3fi ^«3idaiti^S: which have gainf^ m^ ai 
pli^^iA th^h^sp?tl:am na^ cdmpell^d t^fpiv 
feit! — Adela — sweetest Adela, i^I havem^di^ 
yoii too deep a participator in* my wceilxtb- 
^h^ss, how sbaH 1' ever forgive my self r - 
. *^ Think hcrt of m^/' cried sh^ in i^voi€% 
of kindness, whilst vainly endeavouring ta» 
oesjkfain: h0r:tetfrs-^^^ think oi^ly how best to 
support: your qtvn share in this hjswy blow» 
J ought not so long to h^ve' aocepted^ youp^ 
attentions ;—^their mojtive I will npfdeny^ 
Vas often suspected b^y the. 1 1 was ipqon^^ 
d€rote>. it. wa^ cruel to permit them^dia^rustp 
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ful as! have ever been of my dreaded Tather% 



sentence.*' 



" Adela/* resumed the Earl, sitting down 
l>eside1itT, ^^ for worlds would I not propose 
to'you an act of filial defiance*— a breach oC 
|)Ositive duty ! — 'Bat, my own love, there is 
a.promise which, if you refuse to give, you 
"will drive me to desperation ! " 
, --^^^^ Explain yourself,'* cried she : "it re- 
-vites me ' to ^hear, that there is any thing 
which Itian do, consistently with my oblf- 
gations as. a daughter^ capable of soothing 
yotirri^grct,'*' 

** Oh, Adela T exclaimed he, " this ex- 
quisite kindness at once softens and aggra- 
vates all I suffer! — ^Yet, do not withdraw ft 
-«M.do not think me so inad as to misprize It 
—so wayward as to demand severity and 
coldness! Oh, no, — ^I could not now bear 
from you a look, an accent, a single expres- 
sion of harshness or insensibility !-^But, 
adored Adela — hear my supplication.— -It i«, 
•that you condemn me not to the misery of 
apprehending, that by absence and silence I 
may be driven from your remembrance. 
Pledge to me h^re your solemn faith to ad- 
-eept no other proposals during the space df 
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a year from the present moment — and 
wherever you may be, permit my writing, tp 
you, and engage to answer my letters.^ . 

^^ The first of these requests, I unhesU 
tatingly comply with : the second, you must 
allow me time, a little time, to dehbefate 
upon. Do not look hurt," added she, see- 
ing him change countenance at her irresolu- 
tion ; "I have no motive for refiTsing anjm- 
mediate assent to your wishes, which is not 
as niuch the result of consideration for you^i 
peace as for my own. If, finally, we mast 
part, why should I add to the anguish of 
that parting by maintaining a correspond- 
ence so calculated to enfeeble our courage, 
and to nourish deceitful hopes ? — Besides-^ 
I may, on this head, receive a formal prohi- 
bition, and in that case, how shall I bear to 
forego an indulgence— for such I have np 
scruple in owning it would be to me— whidi 
habit would have rendered so essential to my 
repose ? " 

" This calm and frigid reasoning, Adela, 
dismays me ! Have I deluded myself in 
trusting too implicitly to your love ?— Yoiy 
countenance, full of sympathy and softness, 
divests me of every doubt;— the happy self-* 
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possession with which, at a. moment Uke the 
present, you can foresee every ditficulty, and 
anticipate every objection, confounds an^ 
distracts me ! Accuse me not of inconsist- 
ency ; I thought indeed, that to contribute 
to your unhappiness would heighten all my 
own ;— but I now experience, that to suffer 
singly, would surpass in misery every oth^r 
possible degree of torment! — Adela, take 
pity on my feelings ; shew less fortitude in 
resigning me, or I shall be possessed oi 



none ! 



!" 



Adela looked up with a forced and melan- 
choly smile, and said — *' If your fortitude 
is to be proportioned to my weakness, he- 
roic indeed will it be! Fear not that I 
shall be too enviably exempted from all share 
of pain, — This blow, though perhaps it 
comes upon me with more preparation than 
upon you, strikes me with but little less se-* 
verity. — We are all too prone to flatter our- 
selves that what we anxiously wish, however 
improbable its realization, may, by some 
unforeseen and mysterious means, be attain- 
able. From the moment my — vanity must 
I call it ? — taught me to discern your attach- 
ment^ 1 have been wavering between hope 



/^ 



•«nd fear as to its result ; — hope, howevBr^ 
•preponderated. I thought that, indepen^ 
'dent of the gratification to my father's am^ 
•bition of receiving for me such honourable 
'proposals, his too well tnown repugnep^e 
to me Would induce him to rejoice at being 
thus permanently released from the bilrtlia^ 
y>f bestowing upon me any fiiture care*-"^ 
'My expectations, in both cases, have Im^ 
^deceived — and amply do I now pay th^^pcir 
^nalty of having ever ventured to indttl^ 
them.- 

Struck and penetrated by the sensibility 
^which this speech so ingenuously evinced, 
•Lord Ennerdale poured forth his acknow- 
ledgments in the most impassioned terms^ 
'and supplicated her pardon for the distrust 
*he had so ungratefully presumed to mani- 
4iBst : and Adela, still seeking by the geoh 
tlestexepressiotts to sooth his disturbance^ 
•ventured to ask for scfme particularyof what 
had passed with herfather. 

The Earl, with as much balmness as he 
T^uld command, then informed her, that 
immediately on quitting her* the preceding 
liay, he had hastened home to compose 
such a letter to^^r. Clevdand-^s he*dceme3 
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might insure a reception the least uiifa- 
Vtourabte, and calt forth an answer most 
consonant to his fervent wishes. He waved' 
comna^inicating to his anxious auditress the 
^litire purport of this letter — the liberality 
^ his proposals with regard to settlements,* 
and the perfectly disinterested indifference 
=irhich it manifested relative to the fortune 
thadi Mr. Cleveland might think proper to 
-b^tow with his daughter's hand : — but, on 
^'e respect and earnestness with which he 
had written, he enlarged more amply ; and 
Adela, as she listened to him, sighed, and 
Wondered that to such intercessions her fa- 
ther could remain inexorable ! 

" This letter, my Adcla," pursued he,— 
^^ on the fate of which so large a portion 
cf my future happiness or wretchedness' 
depended, I di^atched, with a throbbing 
heart, about an hour after I left you, or-' 
dering the servant, when he delivered it, to 
enquire whether Mr. Cleveland was at home, 
but, ^at all events, not to wait for any an- 
swer. He brought me word that your fa- 
ttier dtsmonnted at his own door, after his 
morning ride, just as my letter was put into 
thie porter's hands. - 

vot. IV. & 
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*^ I was engaged/' continued he, ^^ ta 
dine with Annesley and a party of men at. 
the Thatched House : but so miserably 
anxious and unhinged was my mind, that 
die efibrt of going out, and of affecting un* 
disturbed ease, surpassed my ability, and I 
«ent to Portman Square a tardy aJad britef 
excuse. — I should but ill succeed, were I, 
tp attempt describing to you my feelings, 
throughout tlie lingering remains of this in- 
tolerable day. Alone — unemployed — rest- 
lessly wandering from place to place — in; 
momentary expectation of some sort of an-r 
swer from your father, I listened with intense 
earnestness to every sound in the porter's 
hall, and though discouraged by innumer- 
able and successive failures, was ever ready, 
to start forward with renewed attention, oi^ 
every recujrence of the slightest noise !— 
Oh, Adela, never may you be. thus con- 
demned to drain to the very dregs the bitter 
cup of disappointment— of long-protracted 
suspense! Positive calamity is, no doubt, 
more stunning, more tremendous — but 
whether mqre tormenting to .a spirit of any. 
firmness, I should find it hard to believe*-*- 
Xo what resource, do you imagine^ I m( 
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length applied for some alleviation of in« 
quietude ? — My thoughts fulf of your image 
—my whole imagination employed in re- 
verting to former scenes in which you had 
borne a part^ I suddenly recollected th^ 
juvenile^orrespondence which^ for some time 
gfter tiny departure from Dr. Hampden's 
had subsisted between us. Your letters I 
had faithfully preserved^ and to them I now 
turned, as a miser ta his hoarded treasure^ 
and found a relief unspeakable in their 
perusal. The innocent tone of afiectioil 
with which they were written — their mix- 
ture of archness and simplieity--^the good- 
ness of heart which every sentence indi-i 
cated^ touched me to the soul.— ^No other 
species of occupation could have flxed my- 
wandering ideas ; this, catight and enchained 
every faculty. What, would I not have 
given, dearest Adela, for one letter from you 
at the present period breathing a similar 
spirit of frank attachment ! — ^ But in the 
midst of the consolatory pursuit in which I 
bad engaged, a footman entered, bringing' 
to me what I most dreaded — most wished—* 
the supposed answer of Mr. Cleveland !— I 
hardly dared trust my unsteady voice to bid 

L 2 



S20 TKAITS OP NATUR15, 

hiqa put it down — the shaking hand I miiSt 
have held out to receive it from him, would 
have betrayed its importance, and my own 
uncontrolable emotion. He left the room — * 
and then^ with a «ort of de^erate resolu- 
tion, I seized it, tore open the cover, and 
found that it came — ^from Sir Patrick Har- 
ley.'' 

'^ Sir Patrick Harley ! ** repeated Adela — 
^^ And what could be its purport ? " 

*^ He wrote to apply for a direction to 
ray coachmaker !— But judge, my Adda, 
how perversely this mortifying and unprofit- 
able interruption, dissipated all the train of 
pleasurable sentiments your hoarded corre- 
spondence had called forth ! I could not 
recover the disposition that had enabled me 
to enjoy them. The impatience and irrita- 
bility which for a while had been suspended,* 
recurred more powerfully than ever — and 
till midnight, even whilst those letters re- 
mained in view upon my table^ I could de 
nothing but pace about the apartment, again 
watching for the entrance of -some domestic 
— again listening to every real or fencied 
sound from below. No messenger from 
your father^ however, arrived— and niy tor- 
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•iuring uncertainty lasted through the night. 
—This morning brought with it the de*- 
tsisive and unmitigated verdict which I now 
entreat you, Adela, to peruse '* — 

He then gave into, her hand^ and she read 
with feelings impossible to describe^ th« 
ibilowing concise letter :—- 

^* To the Earl of Ennerdale*. 

My Lord, ... 

^* The proposals for my youngest 
daughter with wliich your lordship has 
thought proper to honour me, I am under 
the painful necessity of absolutely de* 
cliuing. I beg to express my acknovv- 
*' ledgements for the Battering distinction 
" with. which . yon have regarded her: but, 
at the same time, must be permitted tp 
add^ that it was scarcely to be expected, 
the hand which has been dyed in the 
*^ blood of the brother, could ever, with 
'^ my approbation, be united with that of 
•^ the sister. 

^ I have the honour to be>. my Lord,, 
M Your Lordship's vQry 
" Obedient servant, 

*^ Augustus Cleveland." 

t 3. 
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Shuddering kt the stern implacability of 
this haughty scroll^ Adela let it fall from 
her hand when she had concluded it^ and 
silently, yet with an expression of involun- 
tary aversion, turned away her head as if 
afraid to let her eyes rest upon it again. 
Lord Ennerdale, who read her deep con- 
sternation in her looks, now said-— 

" You have too much generosity to tell 
me that I have been the architect of my 
own misery ; yet, true it is, your father has 
so contrived to word his refusal^ that it 
appears wholly the result of resentment at 
the past. An unconcerned^ uninformed 
reader of these austere lines, would pro- 
nounce them justly merited, and deem me 
a rash and sanguinary duellist, adding in- 
sult to injury, by daring to demand from> 

the man whose son I had challenged, and 

• 

nearly slain, the hand of his daughter 1— 
But I am not the fierce aggressor this letter 
seems to stamp me. My principles and 
temper are equally averse from outrage and 
bloodshed. Still, there are provocations 
which scarcely any man could be proof 
against, and such (in justice to myself let 
me* say) such was that which I received 



TRAITS OF NATURE, 223 

from your intemperate brother. After all, 
however, this much-resented duel i^ but one 
amongst the many reasons Mr, Cleveland 
might have assigned for his rejection and 
antipathy. He has viewed me with irre- 
concileable ill-will even from the period of 
my being the cotemporary of his son at 
Eton ; that son's animosities he has ever 
ibade his own— has adopted all hi3 preja- 
dices, and sanctioned all his hostile feelings. 
**-This I, doubtless, knew^ when 1 first 
became a candidate for your favour: but 
building too presumptuously on the influence 
which my situation in life, independent of 
ftll personal regard, might obtaiii fbr mc^ I 
became voluntarily blind, to the danger of 
incurring the repuke I now fik> inefiectually 
deplore.'* 

'•' ^^ The same pernicious miscalcftlaition hai» 
deluded us both,** cried Adela: "but to 
talk longer' of the past is equally grievous 
and unavailing ; the future must now be 
our sole object of concern. It is most 
painful to me,'^ she added, ^^ to remind 
you, that my father has decreed I should 
no longer reside in this house unless your 
visits are suspended. Far be it from me^ 

L 4 
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selfishly to wish that you should deprive 
Toy sister and Mr. Sotnerville of the gratifi^ 
cation they receive from your society. I 
have no desire, on. the contrary, so earnest 
as that of irisuring to tbem the continuance 
of this indulgence by my own immediate 
removal. Where, indeed, can 1 now be 
happier than at the good Dr. Hampden's ? 
Where half so wcU, since there alone yoii 
are as intimately known and as afiecti<s^lf- 
ately valued ^s here ^ — I am anxious also to 
leave Londoa before the return to it of my 
brother. The idea of seeing him imme-^ 
diately after the termination of this inaus* 
picicmft afT^r, pains me more than I caiv 
express.**— \ 

" Yet, quit not your sweet sister, my 
Adela, one hour sooner than you originally 
proposed-—- quit her not, at least, during 
the few weeks she will stili remain- in town. 
1 will banish myself from this Joved roof 
^lOst scrupulously ;—- nay, for the gratifiea- 
tion pf knowing, that you were not parted 
, throughout the summer, I would exile my- 
self from N^prthumberland the whole year : 
but Aniiesley and Lady Isabella, with some 
other friends, have volunteered to become 
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my guests 'at Mordinfton Gastle, and I fear 

tbat Jt m^y be difficult to shake off the 

^ngagemeut. With hopes how difiereut 4id 

I look foFwai^d to this annual migration \ — 

You were^ I believed^ to be my nearest 

.neighbour ; — nay, more ; I had already 

e3tablished yofi, in faney, as my inmate— r 

-the ttiistress of my dweUingr-the\perma- 

ii^t companion of my happy life !— ^I al- 

.^HP^dy beheld you, ifhmj/ mind^s eye,: vfjax-r 

fiierihg amidst , the sc^n^s ^your presenee 

-.would so greatly have contributed to embet-- 

Ksh ind endear:. I thought ofi oui^ proximity 

.to you IS sister and Mr. Somerville — to. the- 

abode now inhabited by my boy/\ •. > 

^^ Oh, do not, do not," interrupted\the 

distressed Adela> ^^ recapitulate^ with this^ 

ingenious cruelty, the many circumstances 

:that would have conspired Iq my felicity^ 

had such a- journey been permitted me- 1 — 

X must not dwell now upon visionary scbemesi 

of happiness, but seek, to rest content with 

the mere exemption fiom superadded sob« 

" Grateful and consolatory to my hea?t 
as is the regret you.thusfeelirigly express, 
]iet me be disinterested enough to present to 



*, 
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yt>tt sotne motives cm which to foorid a hope 
of better times— ^some refiections capable of 
Mft^ning the grief <^ this bitter partings 
Nothing on this side the grave^ let us trusty 
can be immutable : the oppositiofi of your 
lather^ may, therefore, tt6m a thousand 
trauses terminate^ and our seut^nic^ of sepa* 
ration may be repealed. I will anxiously 
guard against every possibility of furlhUr 
irritating his reseiitment ; — I will endeavo'iftr 
to cultivate the iavoUr of the General; 

** Of the General?** interrupted Adela, 
ishatigtng colour — " Then you mean to be- 
conie an assiduous visiter at his house ?**--- 

The Earl could not misunderstand the 
' agitatton ^with which this question was has- 
tily and involuntarily asked.^-^lle took her 
hand, and pressed it, enchanted, to' his lips: 

*^ My best and o^i^ love! exclaimed he, 
«— tbe viisits, whether to that or to any other 
mansion on the globe, whid^ I might make, 
<^0u1d effect no change in this devoted heart! 
•—It is your's unalterably, and to the attain- 
ment of the Bote prize it values— > the hand 
I now hold— will all its wishes, all its ener-^ 
gies, henceforward be afqpfod!'' 
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As he spoke, his eye accidenbdly rested 
Qpon the ring sh^ wore — >his own unavowed 
oiiering — and, . at the same moment, the 
obsenration of Adela wa^s drawn to the same 
object — 

. *^ This Ting," said she, with some hesi- 
tation, and regardii^ him with a coi^scious 
smile, ^^ my heart has ever told me, is your 
^ft. Should y6u not thank me for the value 
iwhich I have therefore attached to it ?** 
. 5^ Oh value it still, sweet Adela,, and wear 
it with even superstitious constancy t Let 
it bea silent memorial to you of my unlail** 
ing love,-ii-and never, never^ may your ^e 
rest upon it, without bestowing a gentle and 
ta kind regret upon your absent Algernon ! *' 

A loud knocking at the street door, an^ 
-nouncing visitors, now rendered Adela urgent 
with him to depart. He reljoctaatly com- 
pelled himself to obey her, and -snatching 
her for a moment to his heart, fervently ex* 
claimed — 

^^ Adela — dear Adela, &reweir I have 
no words to tell you what this separation 
costs me! Remember, that on your faith 
,— on your firm and unwavering afiection^ 
. my sole chance of earthly h^pjajaess dependSr 
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For the softness you have shewn me dartt^ 

,thijf melancholy parting, take my blessiii^ 

jand piy thanksr ! Once more, &rewel-^b« 

jteady^ be unchangeakle» and whenever vTe 

may meet again^ let me gratefully find, that 

absence has had no power to displace me 

either from your memory or your heart! 

•. He then hastily left her. 

' f Too much disordeired to endure thr 

thought of being seen, Adela instantly ran: 

up to her ro^m, and found no relief for her^ 

:full heart but from the indulgence of a 

.copious flood of tears. Whatever were the 

iiop<ts to whieh Lord Ennerdale eneouraged 

her to look forward, she mournfully for€>- 

'bpded> that all no y was at an end between 

^hem. Whence, indeed^ could the remotest 

expectation be derived of a favourable re*- 

.verse in their affairs ? .Was it to be imar 

gitied her father would revoke his decree 'f 

.Or that Julius, to. gratify whose enmity it 

had been passed, would himself become 

^Iieir frieiid ? And who eke {possessed ov^ 

Mr. Cleveljand the slightest influence ? To 

neither of her sisters would he listen^ sl^ 

was assured;— rto Mr, Somerville, perhaps^ 

Itill less, Th^ General, eyeu if be had had 
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9»y weight with' his brother, she well knew 
was too indolent in matters not relating to 
bis own gratification^ to exert it with the 
asealeus pei^everance bier case demanded* 
Unaided^ therefoVe> by any mediator in 
whose success she cotjuld cotifide ; afflicted^ 
and depending, Adela half regretted the 
mutual explanation between herself and: ttie 
£arl which had passed ; and looked back to 
the time when, (though uncertain of his 
gttdchm^nt) she daily beheld him^ with 
earnest wiishes that it had not flown so 
quickly. Whatever had been the apparent 
insensibility her looks and nianiiers had tes* 
tified during the whole period of her sus* 
pcnse^ certain it is^ thdrt she had^ in reality, 
loved him alaK)st from the moment she had 
qiiitted the Generars roof. So s^ldbm had 
his assiduities been remitted since that time, 
that gratitude had confirmed what admira^ 
tion had begun, and the happiness of seeing 
and conversing with him, seemed now the' 
first req.uisite of her existence. 

Mrs. Somerville> missing her from the 
drawing-room during nearly the whole 
morningj at length went up to enquire after 
her.. An unreserved explanation was. then 
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given to her of M that had passed* Add* 
struggled no more to conceal the true state 
of her feelings : she looked, and eatididl^ 
ackiiOwledged herself, thoroughly unhappy; 
Yet no reflections against her father escaped 
her ; she even forebore accusing her brother^ 
The object she atone blamed was herself^ 
for not having better knovrn, in a predi^^ 
ment of so much uncertainly, how to guarS 
the avenues to her heart. But every things 
she observed, had of late conspired to rend^ 
her nearly forgetful of the opposition which 
awaited her attachment. Even Jemima^ hf 
the terror she had shewn of her presumed 
influence over Lord E9nerdale, had seemed 
to imply, that she thought the obstacles to 
his success not wholly invincible ; and the 
partiality indicated for her by the Aimea^ 
leys ; the abated austerity of the Dowager 
the last time they had met, added to the 
iBanguine, though^ ill-feunded confidence in- 
variably cherished by Mr. and Mrs. Somer- 
ville, had contributed to lull her prudence^ 
and silence all her fears. She professed^ 
however, the most unlimited disposition to 
perfect obedience ; and said, that Lord En* 
fierdale himself shewed^ resolution to submit 
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(0 present circumstances^ ivliidi, had she 
required it, would alone have been ia lesson 
sufficient for her own conduct. — He had^ 
:l»fae told her sister, solicited and obtained 
her promise of refusing all engagoment fork 
twelvemonth. With respect to the corres- 
pondence in which he wished her to become 
a party, she wai silent. * The pleadings of 
Mrs. Somemllc, joined to those of her oWtt 
hearty she feared would be more than she 
thould have fortitude to withstand : and 
Adela, anticipating (if it wails interdicted,) 
the sorrow it would cost hereto break itoflP— 
or the self-reproach that would attend her 
still carrying it on, felt isincerely reluctant 
ta give any hope of engaging in it at all. 

Towards the conclusion of this confer- 

rence, tranquillizing to her spirits, from the 

sympathy and affection manifested for her 

- by Mrs. Somerville, she earnestly . exhorted 

• that lady to fixan early day for the dinner 

- at their father's ; and dictated to her the most 

* submissive message to be delivered to him^ 
' fr<mi herself : — 

^* Tell him, my dear sister," she said^ 

^ *^ that I humbly and implicitly acquiesce ui 

his decision ; and assure him^ that Lord 
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'Enn^rdale and I have taken leave with no 
view of seeing eaeh' other, again. Yet, if be 
eonfirms the- wish, expressed" in his letter, of 
hastening my departure from town, say, that 
I am ready to set out, without hesitation or 
delay, the instant his pleasure is madeknowa 
to me. — 'Execute this- commission with the 
most scrupulous esactnest^ My prompt 
obedience^ dear Elinor, may avail me mom 
than your most elaborate intercessions* I 
have no design in acting thus : but if I had( 
is not the chance greater of softening my 
fiither*s rigour by docility and compliance^ 
than by murmurs or opposition ? " 

The mortified chagrin of Mr. Somerville 
at the total failure of his long-cherished hope 
of beholding the union of Adela and- Lord 
Ennerdale^ was not- only manifest^ but even 
attended with unusual- asperity. He me* 
naced his wife, who vainly sought to pacify 
him, with making it the motive for an entire 
breach with Julius ; and protested that no* 
thing on earth should induce him to become 
the guest of her father even fera single hour! 

Adela, hurt by his vehemence, and; on 
«veiy account solicitous to bring him to 
mUdec feelings, sought^ though with. >gre$t 
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efibrt to herself^ and atthe risk of dfawing 
down all his indignation upon her p\f n head^ 
to treat what had passed with an appearance 
4>f indifference wholly foreign to her real 
sentiments. She b^ged him not to seize 
upon that as a pretext to quarrel, which she^ 
the principal person concerned, hoped to be. 
able to bear with so much greater' resigna- 
tion ; and warmly urged him to afBict mfi- 
ther her sister nor herself^ by threats s^ainat 
the two individuals of their fiunify whom it 
.least befitted them passively to hear spoken 
of with intemperance* 

His displeasure now, as she had justly 
anticipated^ was levelled against her almost 
exclusively. He told her> she had never 
shewn the slightest feeling ; taxed hi&r witb 
want of common gratitude; said she wad 
undeserving the generous affection she bad 
excited — and forgetting, in his rage at her 
imputed insensibility, his pre-conceived ani- 
inosity to her father, sufTered his wife to 
write, and appoint whatever day she chose 
for the expected visit. 

This point settled, he flung out of the 
room ; dined from home without giving any 
previous notice of his intention ; and, on 
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bis . next interview with Adela, scarceljr 
•deigned either to speak to, or look at her. 



CHAP. X 

MUTATION. 



On the evening of the day which all bllt 
Adela spent at her father^s, sad at hearty and 
Ufliisuidly averse from seeking relief in emt 
^ploymeht, she was listening with a languid 
•tmile to the gay ntttle ef Christina Clev^ 
land^ who had been permitt^ to dine with 
her, when thd d»aWidg^r6om door suddenly 
ep^ed, and she beheld Julius. - 

Her courage, at this sight, wholly desert"^ 
ed her. Exultation at her disappointment, 
and derision of her obvious dejection, werfe 
4he sole expectations she entertdii^d froni 
bis visit. ^iHis return to town she was not 
till that moment apprized of: and gladly, 
to avoid such an interview, would she her*- 
self have flown to the remotest corner of 
the kingdom. 

But though inferior to her satisfaction, 
great was her surprise at the air and man^ 
ner with which he first addressed her. He 
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kissed her with unwonted affection ; avoided 
scrtttioi^ing her countenance^ and spoke in 
kinder accents^ and used more gentle and 
endearing language than she Iiad before ever 
experienced from him. For some time^ her 
amazement held her silent^ and she could 
only^ at stolen intervals, regard him appre* 
hensively^ as^ if to ascertain whether all this 
WMB not the effect of mockery^ and 'whetlier 
there lurked not beneath such a semblance 
Ikf forbearance^ a disposition to unfeeling 
ridicule. But nothing 6f such a nature 
oouldifihe trace ; ahd, at length, recovmng 
the faculty c^ speech, she ventured to ask 
htm how long he had been arrived in town ? 

^^ I came this morning,** answered he: 
^* bot^ my dear Adela, make me some tea. 
¥bu have dmnk your own, probably, long 
•go, but I have not, — ahd I mean to sit with 
you for the rest of thfe evening, unless yoU/ 
have any thing particular to do.** 

^^ Oh,' nothing,'* answered she, more and 
more Astonished — " I shall be extremely 
glad of your company. Yet, will they not^ 
in Hertford Street, be a little hurt at your 
deserting them ?'* 

^^ They will not evim miss me; Ther^ b 
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other company besides the Soinervilles an^ 
Alicia; and, I think, I heard a threat <^ 
music from Barbara :r-you . know my old 
jjiversioa to her sort of harmony ?** 

Adela then rang the bell, and whilst her 
orders for tea were executing^ JiiKus turned 
to his merry-hearted youiig cousdA, and 
made a laughing apology &>v having spokleil 
with ao little cerenxoiiy of Barbara's ta^-^ 
Ients>— -' 

^^ But the truth is^ my dear Christy,* 
added he, ^' you . were so> umtsually quieC^ 
and are so easily eclipsed by a sicreen &v a 
high-backed chair,, that I did not, at that 
moment, perceive youj^ and forgot jbhat you 
were in the roomJ*" . » 

Christina accepted this exeiAie,^ awiwitind 

« 

as it was, with her accustpoied good»liu^ 
mour^ and Adela^ exerting herself to api 
pear less depressed, asked him to give her 
some account of his recent excursion. 

He smiled, and,^ she fancied, even qo^ 
loured, as he answered -r-'^ oh, I can teH 
you nothing about it that would at all amuse 
you r 

However, he stated, in general termSj 
that the country was beginuing to be in 
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'great beauty ; that he had never enjoyed 
fine weather and fine sceneiy, so much; 
that he had made several new and deHght- 
ful additions to his Bcquaintance, and upon 
the whole, had been, for the space of a fort* 
night the happiest fellow in existence ! 

^' And where was all this felicity ex- 
perienced f" 

*^ ^hy— at a place you never heard the 
name of in your life." 
<^^* And is that a reason why 1' never 

should?" 

*^ I assure you that you would be none 
the wiser if I told it you;— it is a sin- 
gle house, out of the direction of any pub- 
lic road, and in a county which you know 
nothing at all about.'* 

Adela was too cautious t)f provoking him 
Jto persist in her enquiries, and finding her 
willing to let the subject drop, he desired to 
hear what her plans were to be for the rest 
of the summer? 

*** As soon," answered she, ^^ a^ Elinor 
und Mr. Somerville leave town — ^perhaps be- 
fore, I shall return into Devonshire." 

" And \chose arrangement is this ?* ■ 

**. My father's." 
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Julius said nothing, but he looked by no 
means pleased ; and it was some time before 
he could prevail upon himself to resume the 
conversation upon general subjects. Adela^ 
as little desirous to pursue the discourse as 
he was, gladly consented, (after two pr three' 
tmsuccessful attempts to talk with serenity 
of indifferent things) to sit down to the; 
instrument and play to him some of his 
favourite marches and French country- 
dances. 

During h^r performance, Christina was 
sent for, and took her leave. Julius then, 
seated himself close beside l|is sister, but 
somewhat in the shade, and bidding her 
cease all that " noisy clatter," asked her,^^ for 
the first time in his life, to sing him a slow 
and soothing song. 

She enquired whether it should be in 
English, Scotch, or Italian ? 

" Oh, English ; — kt it be Mozart's, ^r- 
get me not^^ ^ 

• " Why, . my dear Julius, I had no sus- 
picion you knew that such a composer as 
Mozart had ever existed ? Where did you 
pick up this information about him^ wd 
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yfhaA has made you so suddenly grow fond 
of singing f* 

- ^* I always/' replied he> with some hesUi 
tation, ^^ was fond of it^ when it had' aiiy 
soul and feeling ! Barbara's distracting* 
flourishes^ indeed^ never were much to my 
taste^ Her singing is all afiectation, and 
ill-^Kecuted scamper and rapidity ; ahd with- 
regard to her playing, whatever she under- 
taJ^efty sounds to ihe like a series of mis- 
takes ! I know that it is all very fine, and, . 
that however confiised the composition 
seems^ to ears untaught, she will eventually 
find her way out of the maze : but, mean- ^ 
while, shis sets my teeth on edge^ and leaves 
me BO wish but to make as speedy an es^ 
cape as possible.** 

Adela, happy that her unpretending ef- 
forts could so much better amuse him, and 
glad to. be spared the necessity of talking, 
sought for the air he had desired her to ising, 
and performed it with sueh genuine sensi- 
bility of expres^on, that it wai evident her 
heart entered intp jt&e task, and associated 
to the words which fihe was repeating, re- 
membranqes the most applicable to her pre- 
sent circumstances, and the most afiecting 
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to her present feelings. Julius seemed 
aware^ when it was too late, that he had 
exacted frbm her a trying eflTort, He thank- 
ed her with great cordiality when she paused, 
and as if to a^rd some relief to her spirits^ 
was proceeding to ask for a more enlivening 
strain, when the carriage drove up to the 
door which te*ought home her sisters and 
Mr. Somerville. 

After their return, Julius speedily took 
leave, and Adda remained impressed with 
a nnore favourble opinion of his delicacy and 
feeling than she had ever before been en« 
couraged to entertian. Not once had be, in 
the most distant degree, alluded to her divi- 
sion from Lord Ennerdale, — not once had 
he even insinuated that he knew what had 
occurred: but sociable and friendly, she 
had again found him the same amiable and 
aifectionate companion he once before had 
shewn himself during her temporary resi- 
dence in Hertford Street* 

^^ Oh that this amicable spirit may la^tT* 
she internally exclaimed; *^ from whatever 
cause it proceeds, how gratefully shall I hail 
and cherish it T 

Mrs. Erington now gave her an account 
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of the day they had 3pent^ not much cal- 
culated, (had it been paased any where but 
at her father's) to make Adela regret her own 
exclusion, 

. ^* We had to meet us," said Alicia, '^ our 
gallant, but hollow uncle^ his ^roud con<-^ 
sort, and two of their hopeful progeny. 
Besides, these, we were honoured with the 
presence of a noble senator of the realm, 
and of a battered old admiral, who differed 
in politics, and snarled at each other during 
the whole dinner ; of two scientific profes- 
sors, unwilling to be intelligible, and there- 
fore, self condemned to be mute ; of a po-. 
pular, but pert poet, whose snip-snap man- 
ners have destroyed in me all the enthusiasm 
his works had excited ; and lastly, of a pair 
of venerable spinsters Mrs. Lucretia, and 
Mrs. Arethusa Macphyllida, great-aunts of 
every nephew and niece our ample family 
can boast/' 

^^ And who," said Adela, " amidst this 
assemblage, did you select to talk with ?" 

" Why, my neighbour, the chaste Lu- 
cretia ; and she gave me. some very valuable 
hints tor compounding anti-spasmodic medi- 
cines, — for relieving the anguish of gnat- 

YOL, IV. M 
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bites^ and wasp-stk^^-^for polishing ma* 
hogaay tables^ — and improving quince tnur- 
malade T 

*^ And what di^ her sister talk about r" 

*^ Really, I can't very well tell ; she ad- 
^ dressed herself chiefly to Mr. Somei-viltes 
and, I beliieve, upon the stibject of pastoral 
poetry : I overheard something about 
eclogues and idyls, that instantly made me 
turn my head another way." 

" And why?" 

" Oh, because shepherds and their bleat- 

ing flocks, et tes f^msseauXy m>€c leurs cou^ 

. sins les orme(mx^ et lenrsjrdres les moineimx^ 

et leurs bisaieuls les sentimens, always put 

me into a passion — or make xne fall asleep T 

^* I am afraid, said Mrs. Somenrille, 
'^ that you may apply to yourself a tjuotation 
from another witty foreigner, and frankly 
acknowledge, that you have no taste jDotir {e^ 
plaisirs innocents r 

" Why, certainly irot much, if diey are 
all to be derived from descriptions of spor- 
' tive lambkins, and murmurii^ brooks, and 
aighing swains! The simplicity of these 
rural images will never suit my vitiated fan- 
cy, till the harmless picture is enlivened by 



TRAITS OF HATUUK. 243 

the intrusion into it of a few wolves and 
foxes r 

She then^ with a yawn expressive' of the 
weariness so tame a subject gave her, bade 
ihem all good night, and retired to her 
■room. 

The day that had been appointed for the 
christening of Mr. and Mrs. Somerville's 
infant son was now appvoadung. On its 
ere. Lord Ennerdale wrote to say, that as it 
iinibrtunatety appealed incumbent npon him 
to- resign the pleasnre of standii^ for his 
yottng godson i<n person^ he recjaie^stod Mr. 
Somerville to beecne his proxy. He then 
expatiated (but in strict cohfidaiee tD Mrs. 
SomewiUe, to whom the letter was address*^ 
ed) upon the snbjecf of bis late grievous re^ 
jisction : — ^^ Wretched as it has made me/* 
he^ ^^ and cfceering aa it would be, I am 

well assured, to your generous sister^ to 
^^ know that X possessed any secret motive 
^ of consolation, yet, for the universe would 
^' I fN>t have her suspect the source whence 
** sueh-consolatiod is derived ! — It originates 
*^ not in the senseless idea that Mr. Ckve- 
*' kndV purposes are to be changed : — I aai 
^* fiir from being so abandoned as> to found 
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^' it upon a wish or ho])e of his premature 
*^ dissolution. — No — I rest my expectations 
solely upon Adela herself. She has given 
me a promise, which I trust she regards 
as sacred, to pfeserve her freedom invio- 
^^ late for the ensuing year. Yet her mind 
** is at this moment under the influence, 
*^- partly of terror, partly of an overstrained 
^^ sense of filial obligation. — May not time 
" weaken her terrors, and take from her fi- 
** Hal scruples somewhat of their force? 
^* She loves me, dearest Mrs. Somerville !^— 
'* Can she then endure to consign me to 
lasting sorrow i It would startle, and 
perhaps deeply offend her, were I now to 
express a belief, that the unqualified ri- 
gour of her purposed obedience cim ever 
relax. But, if with apparent resignation^ 
1 submit, during a twelvemonth, to the 
sentence that has been passed against 116 ; 
** - — if I keep alfve in her heart the afifection 
" which she has avowed for me, by engag- 
^^ ing her in a frequent correspondence, is 
<^ there not reason to hope that she may, at 
^^ the end of that interval, or, at least, when 
*^ -she comes of age, find her stability a little 
^ shaken ? And would not you, uiy ipdul* 
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^' gent friend, be the first to favour my cause, 
and to assist in convincing her, that hav- 
ing attained the period prescribed by the 
laws for becoming entitled to .dispose of 
^^ her own hand, she ought no longer to 
*' condemn me to a life of lingering disap- 
'^^r pdintment r — Were Mr. Cleveland ever to 
" step forward as a just and impartial parent 
'<( — were he -to take her to his heart, and 
^* receive her beneath his roof, then would 
*^ my prospect^ indeed be dreary !— Thelove 
** which Adela entertains for ine, might 
not be proof against such measures — her 
renunciation of me would probably be ir- 
revocable, and her father's triumph com^ 
pl^e. — ^Whilst affairs, however, remain 
^^ upon their present footing, there seems 
..reason to indulge more flattering antici- 
^ pattons : and these alone now support 
iny courage, and moderate my repinings. 
*^ I intercede, dear Mrs. Somervilfc, most 
^ earnestly, for your aid in inducing Adela 
^^ to consent to the lepistcdary interccmrse I 
♦* proposed to her. All my expectations 
^^. rest upon: that foundation.'' 

Mrs. SomervilIe> desirous of furnishing 
hM husband with what he might deem a 
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reasonable excuse for giTii^ up the resent* 
mcnt against Adela of which he was him* 
self becomiY^ weary, shewed him, under 
an injunction of inviolable secresy, the 
Earl's letter. It produced the desired «fiect« 
If Lord Ennerdale wa» content with the de-^ 
gree of attachmen^t that had been mMiifest- 
td for him, his friends, assuredly, had no 
right to be more fastidioui^y— if, also, he 
was content to practise present suborissiofk 
to the restrktions that wcare e^joiDied Um, 
bis friends were w4 entitled to be :mQfre re*- 
firactory. AU things considered tbfin; Mr. 
Soinerville resolved, to seek a reecmeilistion 
with his &iv sbter,, and still to c&ortsh her 
as fismdly as eveir, ^en upon her owo terms; 

Adela was not difficult to appase. She 
gladly extended to him a friendly Imndi, and 
the most perfect concord onoe inore esta- 
blished itself between theaa. 

On qjuestioning Mrs. Sottierville, with 
great anxiety, to know what answer her far- 
ther had returned to her message^ she was 
told by that lady, that having found na op- 
portunity of delivering it to hjan bersdf,, she 
had ventured to entrust it to a proxy^ who 
had professed ti^e truest %a} in aemce> and 
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promised to repeat it most faithfully and cir- 
cumstantially : 

^^ Whom can you possibly mean ?** 
" One whom I saw nearly as much in- 
terested in your affairs as myself; one who 
enquired after you with looks and words of 
unaffected solicitude — Julius^ in short!— 
Have I done very wrong ?" 

** I should have thought, di^ar Elinor^ 
that you had at least done very idly/' re- 
plied Adela, ^^ had I heard this account 
previous to my last interview with him: 
but his conduct on timt occasion was so 
levery way calculated to give me confidence 
in his regard, that I am far more glad than 
£orry you chose such a delegate." 
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